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. TO 

WILLIAM  A.  BAILIE,  ESQ^^ 

COLONEL  IN  THE  SERVICE 
0-F 

^he  Honourable  the  Eajl  India  Company^ 


SIR. 

Your  difimguijhed  charac' 
ter  lath  in  public  and  priva  te  life^  is  a 
povaerfvl  incitement  fw'  foUciting  your 
paironage  ; and  yaur  xondefcmjion  in 
permitting  me  to  honour  my  humble  pro- 
dudlion  ‘with  your  nam^  claims  my  he-jl 
acknonhledgments. 

a 3 • Though 
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DEDICATION. 
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' Though  praife  is  a kind  of  tribute 
diie  to  ftlining  merit  and  abilities;  yet ^ 
■SiTyve^'en  en-vy  muji  confefs^  that  your 
n.iielUtar.md  laurels,  the  meed  of  mili- 
tary rirtueSy  obtained  in  the  fervice  of 
the  Honourable  the  Taji  India  Com- 
pany, have  been  too  eminently  conf pi- 
cuo'us^  to  receive  any  additional  luflre 
prom  the  language  of  Tncomium* 

T 

i • 

• Your  refpeBable  name  prefixed  to 
thefe  pages^  cannot  fail  to  Jhield  them 
with  the  armour  of  fecimfy,  as  the  ju- 
dicious muft  be  highly  gratified  with 
the  peculiar  propriety  of  infcrihng 
them  to  a Gentleman  fo  perfedtly  ron- 
n.:erfant  with  fcenes;  which  lhave  at- 
tempted to  defiribe. 


Allow 
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Allow  me  to  requ^Jl^  Sir^  your  indul- 
gence for  any  mac ciiraries' of  Jiyle ^ or 
other  imperje^iionsy  Ahat  may  arrejl 
your  judgment  in  glancing  over  this 
Work^  as  my  Jituation  in  life,  and 
want  of  the  literary  attainments,  that 
refne  and  polifh  the  European^  pre- 
clude me  from  embellipiing  it,  with  that 
elegance  of  exprefion,  and  thofe  fine 
touches  of  the  imagination,  which  al- 
ways animate  the  performance  of  cul- 
thated  genius. 

However,  Sir,  I have  endeavoured, 
at  leaf,  to  pleafe  : and  the  fneerity  of 
my  intention,  will,  1 truf,  in  fome  de- 
gree, make  even  an  inadequate  compen- 
fation  for  my  defciency  in  learning  and 

Tefnemcnt, 


Vlll 


DCDICAFION 


refm&mmt.  I ham  the  Honor  to  re- 
main^ 

SIR,',.  • ' ■ ■ 

s 

•VUn  THE  PRCUtODNiD  VEN'E RATION, 

I YOUR  tvlUCH  OBLIGED, 

AND  JIEVOJED,  ■ ■ 

HUMBLE  SERVANT, 

.DEJlN,  MAHOMET, 

Corh^  South-Mall y 

Jan.  15,  1794.. 
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LETTER  I. 


DEAE  SIR, 

Since  my  arrh^al  ia 

this  country,  I find  you  have  been 
very  anxious  to  be  made  acquainted 
with  the  early  part  of  my  Life,  and 
the  Hiftoryof my  Travels;  I fhall 
be  happy  to  gratify  you  ; and  miifl 
ingenuoufly  confef^  w^hen  I firit 
came  to  Ireland,  I found  tlie  face 
VoL,  I 3 
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of  every  thing  about  me  fb  contraft-r 
ed  to  thofe  Jlriking  fcenes  in  India, 
which  we  g.re  wont  to  furvey  with 
a kind  offublime  delight,  that  I felt 
fome  timid  inclination,  even  in  the 
confcioufnefs  of  incapacity,  to  de- 
fcribe  the  manners  of  my  country- 
men, who,  I am  proud  to  think, 
have'ftill  more  of  the  innocence 
of  our  ancellors,  than  fome  of  the 
bpafting  philofophers  of  Europe, 

Though  I acknowledge  ipyfelf  in- 
capable ofdoing  juftice  to  the  me- 
rits of  men,  whofe  happy  manners 
are  worthy  the  imitation  of  civilized 
nations,  yet,  you  will  do  me  the  juf, 
tice  to  believe,  that  the  gratification 
of  your,  wifbes,  is  the  principal  in- 
citement that  engag^es  me  to  under- 
take 
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take  a work  of  this  nature  : the  ear- 
neft  entreaties  of  fome  friends^  and 
the  liberal  encouragement  of  others, 
to  whom  I exprcfsmy  acknowledg- 
ments, I allow,  are  fecondary  motives. 

The  people  of  India,  in  general, 
are  peculiarly  favoured  by  Provi^ 
dence  in  the  polfeffion  of  all  that 
can  cheer  the  mind  and  allure  the 
eye,  and  tho'  the  fituation  of  Eden 
is  only  traced  in  the  Poet’s  creative 
fancy,  the  traveller  beholds  with  ad- 
miration the  face  of  this  delightful 
country,  on  which  he  difcoverstra6ls 
that  refemble  thofe  fo  finely  drawn 
by  the  animated  pencil  of  Milton. 
You  will  here  behold  the  generous 
foil  crowned  with  various  plenty ; 
the  garden  beautifully  diverfified 
B % with 
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with  the  gayefl flowers diffhling  their 
fiagranee  on  the  bofom  of  the  air; 
and  the 'very  bowels  of  the  earth 
enriched  with  ineflimable  mines  of* 
gold  and  diamonds. 

PolfelTed'of  all  that  is  enviable 
in  life,  we  are  flill  more  happy  in 
the  exercife  of  benevolence  and 
good-will  to  each  other,  devoid  of 
every  fpecies  of  fraud  or  low  cun-, 
ning.  In  our  convivial  enjoyments, 
we  are  never  without  our  neigh.- 
'hours  ; as  it  is  ufual  for  an  indivi- 
dual, when  he  gives  an  entertain- 
ment, to  invite  all  thofeofhis  own 
profeffion  to  partake  of  it.  That 
profligacy  of  manners  too  confpi- 
cuous  in  other  parts  of  the  world,, 
meets  here  with  public  indignation  ; 

and 
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and  our  women,  though  not  fo  ac- 
complifhed  as  thofe  of  Europe,  are 
flill  very  engaging  for  many  virtues 
that  exalt  the  fex. 

As  I have  now  given  you  a Iketch 
of  the  manners  of  my  country,  I 
fhall  proceed  to  give  you  fome  ac- 
count of  myfelf 

I was  born  in  the  year  1759? 
Patna,  a famous  city  on  the  north 
iide  of  the  Ganges,  about  400  miles 
from  Calcutta,  the  capital  of  Ben- 
gal and  feat  of  the  Englilh  Govern- 
ment in  that  country.  I was  too 
young  when  my  father  died,  to  learn 
any  great  account  of  his  family  : all 
I have  been  able  to  know  refpe6ting 
him,  is,  that  he  was  defcended  from 
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the  fame  race  as  the  Nabobs  of  Moo  r- 
fhadabad.  He  wa«  appointed  Suba- 
dar  in  a battalion  of  Seapoys  com- 
manded by  Captain  Adams,  a com- 
jDany  of  which  under  his  command 
was  quartered  atafmall  diflirifinot 
many  miles  from  Patna,  called 
Tarchpoor,.  an  inconfiderable  fort, 
built  on  the  fide  of  a little  river 
that  takes  its  rife  a fev/  miles  up  the 
country.  Here  he  was  flationed  in 
order  to  keep  this  fort. 

In  the  year  1769,  a great  dearth 
overfpread  the  country  about  Tarch- 
poor,  where  the  Rajas’  Boudmal, 
and  his  brother  Corexin  refided, 
V\7hich  they  took  an  advantage  of  by 
pretending  it  was  impolfible  for 
them  to  remit  the  Ripulated  fup~ 
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plies  to  the  RajaSataproj,  who  find- 
ing himfelf  diiappointed  in  his  ex- 
pe6lations,  fent  fome  of  Ids  people 
to  compel  them  to  pay  : but  the 
oth^s  retired  within  their  forls^ 
determined  on  making  an  ohfiinate 
defence.  My  father  having  received 
orders  to  lead  out  his  men  to  the 
fcene  of  dilpute,  which  lay  about 
twelve  miles  from  the  fort  he  was 
quartered  in,  marched  accordingly, 
and  foon  after  his  arrival  at  Taha- 
rah,  took  the  Raja  Boudmal  prifo- 
ner,  and  fent  him  under  a firong 
guard  to  Patna,  where  he  was  obliged 
to  account  for  his  condudt.  My  fa- 
ther remained  in  the  field,  giving 
the  enemy  fome  ftriking  proofs  of 
the  courage  oftheir  adverfary ; which 
drove  them  to  fiich  meafures^  that 

they 
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they  ftrengtliened  their  pofts  and 
redoubled  their  attacks  with  fuch 
ardour,  that  many  of  our  men  fell, 
and  my  lamented  father  among  the 
reft  ; but  not  till  he  had  entirely 
exhaufted  the  forces  of  theRaja,  who, 
at  length,  fubmitted.  The  foldiers, 
animated  by  his  example,  made  Co- 
rexin  a prifoner,  and  took  pofteflion 
of  the  fort. 

Thus  have  I been  deprived  of  a 
gallant  father,  whofe  firmnefs  and 
refolution  was  manifefted  in  his  mi- 
litary condu6l  on  feveral  occafions. 

My  brother,  then  about  fixteen 
years  old,  and  the  only  child  my 
mother  had  belides  me,  was  prelent 
at  the  engagement,  and  having  re- 
turned 


DEAN  MAHO.M’ETv 


9 


turned  home,  made  an  application 
to-  Capt.  Adams  whojdn  gratitudc.to 
the  memory  of  my  fa-therj  .W-hofe 
fervices  he  failed. not  to  reprefent  to 
the  Gofvernor,  fpeedily  promoted 
him  to  his  poft.  my  Mother  and 
I fuffered  exceedingly  by  hisludden 
yet  honourable  fate  in  the  field  : 
for  my  Brother  was  then  too  young 
and  thoughtlefs,  to  pay  any  great 
attention  to  our  fituation. 

I was  about  eleven  years  old  Vv^hen 
deprived  of  my  father,  and  though 
children  are  feldom  polTeffed  of 
much  fenfibility  or  re£le6lion  at  fuch 
immature  years^  yet  I recolle6t  well 
no  incident  of  my  life  ever  made  fo 
deep  an  impreffion  on  my  mind. 
Nothing  could  wear  from  my  me- 
mory 
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mory  the  remembrance  of  his  ten- 
der regard.  As  he  was  a Mahometan, 
he  was  interred  with  all  the  pomp 
and  ceremony  ufual  on  the  occalion, 
I remained  with  my  mother  fome 
time  after,  and  acquired  a little  edu-^ 
cation  at  a fchool  in  Patna. 


LETTER 


LETTER  II. 


DEAR  SIR, 

IN  a fev/  months  after  my  father’s 
fate,  my  mother  and  I went  to  f*at^ 
na  to  refide  : fhe  lived  pretty  com- 
fortable on  forne  of  the  property 
fhe  was  entitled  to  in  right  of  her 
hufband  : the  reft  of  his  fubllance, 
with  his  conimiffion,  came  into  the 
hands  of  my  brother : our  fupport 
was  made  better  by  the  liberality 
of  the  Begum  and  Nabob,  to  whom 
my  Father  was  related  ; the  Begum 
was  remarkably  affe6lionate  and  at,, 
tentive  to  us. 
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The  Raja  Sataproy  had  a very 
magnificent  palace  in  the  centre  of 
the  city  of  Patna,  where  he  was  ac- 
cnilomed  to  entertain  many  of  the 
moft  diftingnifhed  European  Gen- 
tlemen, with  brilliant  balls  and 
-coffly  fuppers.  My  mother’s  houfe 
was  not  far  from  the  Raja’s  palace; 
and  the  number  of  Officers  pafling 
by  our  door  in , their  Vv?'ay  thither, 
attra61ed  my  notice,  and  excited 
the  ambition  I already  had  of  enter- 
ing on  a military  life.  With  this 
notion,  I was  alv/ays  on  the  watch, 
and  impatiently  waited  for  the  mor 
ment  of  their  palling  by  our  door ; 
when,  one  evening  in  particular,  as 
•they  went  along,  I feized  the  happy 
opportunity,  and  followed  them  di- 
reftly  to  the  palace,  at  the  outward 
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gates  of  which  there,  are  fentinels 
placed,  to  keep  off  the  people  and 
clear  the  paifage  for  the  Gentlemen ; 
I however  got  admittance,  on  ac- 
count of  the  refpe6l  the  guards  paid 
my  father’s  family.  The  Gentlemen 
go  to  the  palace  between  feven  and 
eight  o’clock  in  the  evening,  take  tea 
and  coffee,  and  frequently  amufe 
themfelves  by  forming  a party  to 
dance  ; when  they  find  themfelves 
warm,  they  retire  to  the  palace 
yardj  where  there  are  marquees 
pitched  for  their  reception ; here 
they  feat  themfelves  in  a -circular 
form,  under  a femiana,  a fort  of  ca- 
nopy made  of  various  coloured  dou- 
ble muffin,  fuppoited  by  eight 
poles,  and  on  tlie  ground  is  fpread 
a beautiful  carpet ; the  Raja  fits  m 
VoL.  I.  C the 
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the  centre;  the  European  Gentle- 
men on  each  fide  ; and  the  Mufic  in 
the  front.  The  Raja,  on  this  occa- 
fion,  is  attended  by  his  Aid-du- 
Camps  and  Servants  of  rank.  Danc- 
ing girls  are  now  introduced,  afford- 
ingj  at  one  time^  extreme  delight, 
by  finging  in  concert  with  the  Mu- 
fic, the  fofteft  and  mofl  lively  airs  ; 
a.t  another  time,  difp laying  fuch 
loofe  and  fafcinating  attitudes^  in 
their  various  dances,  as  would  warm 
the  bofom  of  an  Anchoret : while 
the  fervants  of  the  Raja  are  em^ 
ployed  in  letting  off  the  fire-works, 
difplaying,  in  the  mofl  aflcnifhing 
variety,  the  forms  of  birds,  beafls, 
and  other  animals^  and  far  furj^affing 
any  thing  of  the  kind  I ever  beheld 
in  Europe:  and  to  give  additional 
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brilliancy  to  the  fplendor  of  the 
fcene,  lighted  branches  blaze  around, 
and  exhibit  one  general  illuminati- 
on. Extremely  pleafed  with  fuch 
various  entertainment,  the  Gentle- 
men fit  down  to  an  elegant  fupper, 
prepared  with  the  utmoft  fkill,  by 
an  Officer  of  the  Raja,  whofe  foie 
employ  is  to  provide  the  mofi:  deli- 
cious viands  on  fach  an  occafion: 
ice-cream,  fowl  of  all  kinds,  and  the 
finefi:  fruit  in  the  world,  compofe 
-but  a part  of  the  repafi:  to  which 
the  guefts  are  invited.  The  Raja 
was  very  happy  with  his  convivial 
friends;  and  though  his  religion  for- 
bids him  to  touch  many  things 
handled  by  perfons  of  a different 
profefiion,  yet  he  accepted  a little 
fruit  from  them ; fupper  was  over 
C 2,  . about 
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about  twelve  o’clock^  -and  the  com- 
pany retired,  the  Raja  to  his  palace, 
and  the  Officers  to  their  quarters. 

I was  highly  pleafed  with  the  ap- 
.pearance  of  the  military  Gentlemen, 
among  whom  I firft  beheld  Mr.  Ba- 
ker, who  particularly  drew  my  at- 
tention : 1 followed  him  without  any 
rellraint  through  every  part  of  the 
palace  and  tents,  and  remained  a 
fpeflator  of  the  entire  fcene  of 
pleafure,  till  the  company  broke  up; 
and  then  returned  home  to  my  mo- 
ther, who  felt  fome  anxiety  in  my 
abfence.  When  I defcribed  the 
gaiety  and  fplendor  I beheld  at  the 
entertainment,  fhe  feemed  very 
much  diffiatisf  ed,'  and  expreffied, 
from  maternal  tendernefs,  her  ap- 
preheniions  of  loling  me. 

Nothing 
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Nothing  could  exceed  my  ambiti- 
on of  leading  a foldier’s  life  : the 
notion  of  carrying  arms,  and  living 
in  a camp,  could  not  be  ealily  re- 
moved : my  fond  mother’s  entrea- 
ties were  of  no  avail : I grew  anx- 
ious for  the  moment  that  would 
bring  the  military  Officers  by  our 
door.  Whenever  I perceived  their 
route,  I inflantly  followed  them ; 
fometimes  to  the  Raja’s  palace, 
where  I had  free  accefs  ; and  fome- 
times to  a fine  tennis  court,  gene- 
rally frequented  by  them  in  the 
evenings,,  which  was  built  by  Col. 
Champion,  at  the  back  of  his  houfe, 
in  a large  open  fquare,  called  Mer- 
fevillekeebaug : here,  among  other 
Gentlemen,  I one  day,  difcovered 
Mr.  Baker,  and  often  paffed  by  him, 
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in  order  to  attraft  his  attention  : 
he,  at  laft,  took  particular  notice  of 
me,  obferving  that  I furveyed  him 
with  a kind  of  fecret  fatisfa61ion ; 
and  in  a.very  friendly  manner,  afked 
me  how  I would  like  living  with 
the  Europeans  : this  unexpefled  en- 
couragement, as  it  flattered  my 
hopes  beyond  expreffion,  occafoned 
a very  fudden  reply:  I therefore 
told  him  with  eager  joy,  how  happy 
lie  could  make  me,  by  taking  me 
with  him.  He  feemed  very  much 
pleafed  with  me,  and  affuring  me  of 
his  future  kindnefs,  hoped  I would 
merit  it.  Major  Herd  was  in  com- 
pany with  him  at  the  fame  time : 
and  both  thefe  Gentlemen  appeared 
with  diftinguifhed  eclat  in  the  firft 
alfemblies  in  India.  I was  decently 

clad 
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clad  in  the  drels  worn  by  children 
of  my  age  : and  though  my  mother 
was  materially  aftefted  in  her  cir- 
cumftances,  by  the  precipitate  death 
of  my  father^  fhe  had  ftill  the 
means  left  of  living  in  a com- 
fortable manner,  and  providing 
both  for  her  own  wants  and  mine. 


LETTER 


20 


THR  TRAVELS  OF 


LETTER  III. 


DEAR  SIR, 

MY  mother  obferving  fome  al- 
teration in  myconduft^  lince  I firfl: 
law  Mr.  Baker,  naturally  fuppofed 
that  I was  meditating  a reparation 
from  her.  She  knew  I fpoke  to 
him  ; and  apprehenlive  that  I would 
go  with  him,  fhe  did  every  thing 
in  her  power  to  fruftrate  my  inten- 
tions. Notwithllanding  all  her  vi- 
gilance, I found  means  to  join  my 
new  mailer,  with  whom  I went  early 
the  next  morning  to  Bankeepore, 
leaving  my  mother  to  lament  my 
departure.  As  Bankeepore  is  but  a 
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few  miles  from  Patna,  we  fliortly 
arrived  there,  that  morning.  It  is 
|ta  wide  plain,  near  the  banks  of  the 
Ganges,  on  which  v^e  encamped  in 
the  year  of  1769.  It  commands  a 
moll  beautiful  profpeft  of  the  fur- 
rounding country.  Our  camp  con- 
fifted  of  four  regiments  of  Seapoys, 
one  of  Europeans,  two  companies  of 
Cavalry,  and  one  of  European  Ar- 
tillery: the  Commander  in  Chief 
,was  Col.  Leflie;  and  next  to  him  in 
military  rank  was  Major  Morrifon  ; 
Capt.  Lundick  had  the  direftion  of 
the  Cavalry;  and  Capt.  Duff  of  the 
Artillery.  The  camp  extended  in 
two  dire6I  lines,  at  Patna  iide,  along 
the  river^  on  the  banks  of  which, 
for  the  convenience  of  water,  were 
built  the  Europeans’  bangaloes  : at 

one 
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one  extremity  of  the  line,  was  Col. 
Leflie’s  ; at  the  other^  Major  Mor- 
rifon’s.  The  fecond  line  was  drawn 
in  a parallel  dire6lion  with  the  firft, 
at  a about  a quarter  of  a mile  from 
the  river : the  front  was  the  refi- 
dence  of  the  Officers ; the  rere  a 
barrack  for  the  foldiers ; and  the 
intermediate  fpace  was  left  open  for 
the  purpofe  of  exercifing  the  men, 
a duty  which  was,  every  day,  per- 
formed with  pundluality.  Near  a 
mile  farther  off,  was  the  Seapoys’ 
chaumnies ; and  a fhort  fpace  from 
them,  the  horfe  barrack.  Thus  was 
the  fituation  of  the  camp  at  Ban- 
keepore. 

The  Officers’  ban  galoes  were  con- 
ftrruSled  on  a plan  peculiar  to  the 

tafle 
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tafte  of  the  nati'^  es.  They  were 
[quite  fquare  ; the-ficlcs  were  made 
lof  mats,  and  the  roofj  which  was 
jfupported  by  pillars,,  thatched  with 
ibamboes  and  ftraw,  much  after  the 
imanner  of  the  farmer’s  houfes  in 
this  country:  their  entrance  was 
'•wide,  and  opened  to  a fpacious  liall 
rtliat  contained  on  each  wing,  the 
Servants’  apartments,  infide  which, 
were  the  gentlemen’s  dining-rooms 
.•and  bed-chambers,  with  large  frames 
:in  the  partitions,  and  purdoes,  that 
:anlwered  the  fame  end  as  our  doors 

iand  windows  faflened  to  thofe  frames, 

Purdoes  are  a contrivance  mad# 
•of  coarfe  muflin,  ornamented  with 
'.fancy  ftripes  and  variegated  colours, 
i,^nd  fo  well  quilted  that  they  render 

the 
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the  coolefl  fituations  agreeably 
warm : they  are  let  up  and  down 
occalionally,  to  invite  the  refrefh- 
ing  breeze^,  or  repel  the  fickly  fun- 
beam.  Iniide  is  a kind  of  fereen 
called  cheequCj  made  of  bamboes 
as  fmall  as  wire,  and  interwoven  in 
a curious  manner,  with  various  co- 
loured thread,  that  keepS/  them  to- 
gether; it  is  let  up  and  down  like 
the  purdoe,  when  occafion  requires, 
and,  admirable  to  conceive!  pre- 
cludes the  prying  eye  outfide  froni 
piercing  through  it,  though  it  kind- 
ly permits  the  happy  perfon  within 
to  gaze  on  every  palling  object- 

The  Colonel  and  Ma  jor  had  larger 
and  more  commodious  bangaloes, 
than  the  other  Officers,^  with  adja- 
cent 
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adjacent  out-houfes,  and  flables. 
On^the  left  angle,  fronting  the  road, 
was  the  Colonel’s  guard-houfe,  apd 
flood  diametrically  oppofite  to  his 
hangaloe  ; between  which  and  thole 
of  the  Officers,  is  lituate  an  ever^ 
verdant  grove  inclofed  with  a brick 
wall : overffiadowed  by  the  fpread- 
ing  trees  inlide,  a few  grand  edifices 
built  by  the  Nabobs,  made  a fine 
appearance  ; among  which  was  the 
Bank  of  Meffieurs  Herbert  and  Ha- 
lambury,  the  dwelling  of  Mr.  Barry, 
Contract  Agent,  and  a powder  ma^ 
gazine. 

The  barrack' of  the  European  foN 
diers,  w^as  a -range  of  apartments, 
whofe  partitions  were  made  of  mats 
and  bamboes,  and  roofs  thatched 

VoL.  I.  P ' with 
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with  ft  raw.  The  chaumnies  of  the 
Seapoys  were  on  the  fame  plan  ; and 
fueh  of  them  as  had  families,  built 
dwellings  near  the  chaumnies. 

There  are  but  few  public  build- 
ings at  Bankeepore  : the  only  re- 
markable one  that  appeared  in  its 
environs,  was  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Goolden,  who  lived  about  a mile 
from  the  camp  : it  was  a fine  fpa- 
cious  building,  fin iflied  in  the  Eng- 
lifti  ftyle  ; and  as  it  ftood  on  a rif- 
ing  ground,  it  feemed  to  rear  its 
dome  in  ftately  pride,  over  the  aro- 
matic plains  and  fpicy  groves  that 
adorned  the  landfcape  below,  com- 
panding an  extenfive  profpe6t  of  all 
the  fertile  vales  along  the  winding 
Gapgeg  flowery  banks.  The  happy 
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poireiror  of  this  finely  iituated  man- 
fion,  was  in  high  efteem  among  the 
Officers,  for  his  politenefsi*%id  hof- 
pitality. 

At  fome  diftance  from  Mr.  Gool- 
den’s,  lived  Mr.  Rumble,  a Gentle- 
man who  received  the  Contra6ls  of 
the  Company,  for  the  fupply  of 
Boats  and  other  fmall  craft.  Mr. 
Baker  had  the  utmofi:  efteem  for 
this  Gentleman,  for  his  many  good 
qualities,  and  frequently  vifited 
him.  For  the  honour  of  my  coun- 
try, I cannot  help  obferving  here, 
that  no  people  on  earth  can  be  more 
attentive  or  refpedtful  to  the  Eu- 
ropean Ladies  refiding  among  them, 
than  the  natives  of  all  defcriptions 
in  India. 

D 3 
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. In  gratitude  to  the  revered  me- 
mory of  the  heft  of  characters,  I am 
obliged  to  acknowledge  that  I never 
found  myfelf  fo  happy  as  with  Mr. 
Eaker;  infenfible  of  the  authority 
of  a fuperior,  I experienced  the  in- 
dulgence of  a friend  i and  the  want 
of  a tender  parent  was  entirely  for- 
gotten in  the  humanity  and  affeCli- 
on  of  a benevolent  ftranger. 

I remember  to  have  leen  num- 
bers perifli  by  famine  this  year : 
the  exceffive  heat  of  the  climate^ 
and  want  of  rain,  dried  up  the  land ; 
and  all  the  fruits  of  the  earth  de- 
cayed without  moifture. 

Numbers  of  people  have  dropped 
down  in  the  llreets  and  highways: 

none 
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none  fared  fo  well  as  thofe  whole 
plantations  were  watered  by  wells. 
The  proprietors,  fome  of  wliom 
were  Nabobs,  and  others  European 
Officers,  diftributed  as  much  rice 
and  other  food  as  they  could  poffi- 
bly  fpare,  among  the  crowds  that 
thronged  into  their  court-yards  and 
hcufcs  ; but  the  ^ poor  creatures, 
quite  fpent  and  unable  to  bear  it, 
fell  down  and  expired  in  their  pre- 
fence : fome  endeavoured  to  crawl 
out,  and  periflied  in  the  open  air. 
Little  did  the  treafures  of  their 
country  avail  them  on  this  occafion : 
a fniall  portion  of  rice,  timely  admi- 
niftered  to  their  wants,  would  have 
been  of  more  real  importance  than 
their  mines  of  gold  and  diamonds. 
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LETTER  IV. 


DEAR  SIR, 

WHEN  fix  or  feven  months  had 
clap  fed  from  the  time  I was  firft  re- 
ceived by  Mr.  Baker,  my  mother 
•unhappy  at  the  idea  of  parting  with 
me,  and  reiigning  her  cliild  to  the 
care  of  an  European,  came  to  him, 
requefting,  in  the  language,  of  fup- 
plication,  that  I might  be  given  up 
to  her  : moved  by  her  entreaties,  h.e 
had  me  brought  before  her,  at  the 
fame  time  obferving,  that  it  was  fb 
remote  from  his  intentions  to  keep 
me  from  her,  he  was  perfectly  recon- 
ciled to  part  with  me,  were  it  my 

inclination. 
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inclination.  I was  extremely  affeft- 
ed  at  her  pre fence  • yet  my  deep 
.fenfe  of  gratitude  to  a fincere  friend 
conquered  my  duty  to  an  afre61;ion- 
ate  parent,  and  made  me  determine 
in  favour  of  the  former  : I would 
not  go,  I told  her — I would  Hay  in 
thecamp;  herdifappointment  fmoie 
my  foul— fhe  flood  lilent— yet  I 
could  perceive  fome  tears  fucceed 
each  other,  ftealing  down  her  cheeks 
— my  heart  was  Avrung — at  length, 
feeing  my  refolution  fixed  as  fate, 
fhe  dragged  herfelf  away,  and  re- 
turned home  in  a flate  of  mind  be- 
yond my  power  to  defcribe.  Mr. 
Baker  was  much  affe<5ledj  and  witli 
his  brother  Officers,  endeavoured 
to  find  amufement  for  me.  I Avas 
taken  out,  every  morning,  to  fee  tlie 
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different  military  evolutions  of  the 
men  in  the  field,  and  on  fuch  occa- 
fions,  I was  clad  myfeli’in  fuitable 
regimentals.  Capt.  Gravely  in  par- 
ticular, was  very  fond  of  me,  and 
never  paffed  by  without  calling  to 
know  how  I was.  This  kind  attention 
gradually  difpelled  the  gloom  which, 
in  fonie  penfive  moments,  hung 
over  my  mind  fince  the  laft  tender 
interview.  My  poor  mother  under 
all  the  affiiftion  of  parental  anxiety, 
and  trembling  hope  for  my  return, 
fent  my  brother  as  an  advocate  for 
her  to  Mr.  Baker,  to  whom  he  offer- 
ed four  hundred  rupees,  conceiving 
it  would  be  a means  of  inducing  him 
to  fend  me  back : but  Mr.  Baker 
had  a foul  fuperior  to  fuch  fordid 
purpofes,  and  far  from  accepting 

them. 
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them,  he  gaveme.Aicha  fum  to  be- 
llow m/  mother.  Having  giv^n  his 
people  the  neceffary  dire6lions  to 
condu6t  me  to  her,  he  provided  for 
me  his  own  palankeen,  on  which  I 
was  borne  by  his  domellics. 

When  I arrived  at  my  mother’s,  I 
offered  her  the  four  hundred  ru- 
pees given  me  by  my  dilinterefled 
friend  to  prelent  to  her  ; but  could 
not,  with  all  my  perfuafion,  prevail 
on  her  to  receive  them,  until  I told 
her  {he  fhould  never  fee  me  again, 
if  {he  refufed  this  generous  donati- 
on. Thus,  by  working  on  her  fears, 
I,  at  length,  gained  my  point,  and 
affured  her  that  I vrould  embrace 
every  opportunity  of  coming  to  fee 
her  : after  taking  my  leave  of  her,  I 
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returned  on  the  palankeen  to  the 
camp. 

We  lay  in  Bankeepore  about  fix 
months^  when  we  received'  orders 
from  Col.  Lellie  to  march  to  Dena- 
pore,  where  we  arrived  in  the  year 
of  1770,  and  found  the  remaining 
companies  of  the  Europeans  and 
Seapoys,  that  were  quartered  there 
for  fome  time  before.  Our  camp 
here^  confifled  of  eight  regiments  ; 
two  of  Europeans,  and  fix  of  Sea- 
poys. Denapore  is  eight  miles  from 
Bankeepore,  and  has  nothing  to  re- 
commend it  but  a fmall  mud  fort, 
on  which  fome  cannon  are  planted, 
fronting  the  water.  Inlide  the  fort 
is  a very  fine  barrack,  perhaps  the 
firfl  in  India ; and  when  it  was  rea- 
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dy  to  receive  the  number  of  men 
deftined  to  ferve  in  that  quarter, 
we  marched  into  it.  ’I'is  a fine 
fquare  building,  made  entirely  of 
brick,  on  the  margin  of  the  Ganges, 
and  covers,  both  tides  of  the  road  : 
on  the  call  fide,  oppofite  the  river,, 
were  the  Captain’s  apartments,  con- 
fifting  of  two  bed  chambers  and  a 
dining  room,  with  convenient  out- 
offices,  fiiables,  and  kitchen,  at  tlie  . 
back  of  the  barrack : a little  dif- 
tance  farther  out  on  the  line,  was 
the  General’s  relidence,  an  elegant 
and  ftatelv  building,  commanding 
a fit  11  view  of  the  country  many 
miles  round.  It  was  finiflied  in  the 
greatefi:'  fiyle,  and  furnifhed  in  a fu- 
perb  manner:  the  afcent  to  it  was 
by  feveral  flights  of  marble  fleps,. 
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and  the  fervants  about  it  were  very 
numerous.  In  the  north  angle,  on 
llie  fame  line,  was  the  hofpital,  at 
a convenient  diftance  from  the  bar., 
rack.  In  the  other  angles  were 
planted  fome  cannon,  which  were 
regularly 'difeharged  every  morning 
and  evening,  as  the  flag  was  hoift  ^ 
up  or  pulled  dovai.  At  one  end  of 
the  fouth  fide,  was  the  Artillery 
barrack  ; at  the  other,  their  flores  : 
on  the  well,  lay  the  companies  of 
the  brigade  ; on  the  norths  the  Doc- 
tors and  inferior  Officers  had  their 
apartments.  About  a mile  thence, 
were  the  chaumnies  of  the  Seapoys. 

. No  fituation  in  the  wmrld  could 
be  more  delightful  than  that  of  the 
0 eneraf  8 manfion ; at  the  front  and 
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back  of  which,  were  gravel 
walks,  where  the  foldiers  and  fer- 
vants,  at  leifure  hours,  were  accuf- 
tomed  to  take  recreation.  A mud 
battery  is  drawn  round  the  wliole  ; 
and  from  north  to  fouth  is  a public 
road  for  travellers,  which  is  inter- 
feclcd  by  another  from  eall  to  weft. 
Country  feats  and  villas  were  dif- 
perfed  through  the  neighbouring 
country,  which  was  highly  culti- 
vated with  fertile  plantations  and 
beautiful  gardens.  At  one  end  of 
the  avenue  leading  to  the  barrack, 
flood  the  markets  or  bazars  of  the 
Europeans  ^ at  the  other,  near  their 
chaumnies,  v/ere  thole  of  the  na- 
tives. Colonels  Morgan,  Goddard, 
and  Tcttingham,  commanded  here 
this  year  ; and  the  army  was  moflly 
VoL.  I.  E employed 
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employed  in  going  through  the  dif- 
ferent manoeuvres  in  the  field,  as 
there  happened  no  diflurbances  of 
any  confequence  in  the  country, 
that  interfered  with  this  duty.  I 
called  now  and  then  to  fee  my  mo-r 
ther,  who,  at  laft,  became  more  re- 
conciled to  my  abfencej  and  re- 
ceived fome  vifits  from  my  brother 
while  I was  in  camp. 
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LETTER  V. 

Dear  sir, 

I FELT  great  fatisfa(9:ioii  in  havr 
ing  procured  the  efteem  of  my 
friend,  and  the  other  Officers,  and 
acquired  the  military  exercife,  to 
which  I was  very  attentive.  We  lay 
about  eight  months  in  Denapore, 
when  Col.  Morgan  having  received 
intelligence  of  the  depredations 
committed  by  fome  of  the  Morat- 
toes,  gave  arders  to  the  army  to 
make  the  riecelTary  preparations  for 
marching  to  Chrimnafa^  at  a mo- 
ment’s warning.  The  baggage  was 
immediately  drawn  out,  and  the 
E 2,'  cattle 
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cattle  tackled  with  the  -utmoft  ex- 
pedition. Irhe  Quarter  Mafters  pro- 
vided every  necelTary  accommoda- 
tion for  the  march : fome  of  the 
ftores  they  fent  before  them  by  wa- 
ter ; the  reft  was  drawn  in  hacke- 
ries and  waggons,  by  bullocks.  Mr. 
Baker,  who  was  alfo  Quarter  Maf- 
ter,  and  his  brother  Officers  in  the 
fame  line,  had  eacli  a company  of 
Scapoys,  as  a piquet  guard  along  the 
road,  and  about  feven  hundred  at- 
tendants, who  were  occaftonally 
employed,  as  the  army  moved  their 
camp,  in  pitching  and  ftriidng  the 
tents,  eompofed  of  the  loweft  or- 
der of  the  people  reftding  in  the 
country,  and  forming  many  diftin6l 
tribes,  according  to  their  various 
occupations.  Vv'e  had  a certain 

number 


dean  MAHOMET. 


41 


number  of  thefe  men  appoilited  to 
attend  the  garrifon,  which  was  ufu- 
ally  augmented  on  a march,  and 
diftinguifhed  under  the  various  ap- 
pellations of  Lafears,  Cooleys,  Bef- 
ties,  and  Charwallcys.  They  fet  out 
with  us,  a day  before  the  main  bo- 
dy of  the  army,  accompanied  by  fe- 
veral  clalfes  of  tradefraen,  fuch  as 
flioe-makers,  carpenters,  fmiths, 
fail-makers,  and  others  capable  of 
fupplying  tlie  camp ; and  were 
ranged  into  four  departments,  in 
order  to  perform  the  laborious  bu- 
finefs  of  the  expedition  without  con- 
fiiiion.  To  each  department  was 
affigned  if  s refpeflive  duty : the 
employment  of  the  Lafears,  who 
wore  moilly  a blue  jacket,  turban, 
fadi,  and  troufers,  was  to  pitch  and 
E 3 llrike 
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ftrike  the  tents  and  marquees  ; load 
and  unload  the  elephants,  camels, 
bullocks,  waggons,  &c.  The  Cooleys 
were  divided  into  two  diftindl  bo- 
dies for  different  purpofes;  to  carry 
burthens,  and  to  open  and  clear  the 
roads  through  the  country,  for  the 
free  paffage  of  the  army  and  bag- 
gage : The  Bellies  were  appointed 
to  fupply  the  men  and  cattle  with 
water  : and  the  Charwalleys,  who 
are  the  meanefl  clafs  of  all,  were 
employed  to  clean  the  apartments, 
and  do  other  fervile  offices.  Thus 
equipped,  we  marched  in  regular 
order  from  Denapore,  early  in  the 
morning,  in  the  month  of  February 
and  the  year  ofl77^‘  ^ ^ enjoyed  a 
pleafant  cool  breeze  the  entire  day  ; 
while  the  trees,  ever  blooming  and 

over- 
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overfhiid owing  the  road,  afforded  a 
friendly  flielter  and  an  agreeable 
view  along  the  country,  d he  road 
was  broad  and  fmooth,  and  in  places 
contiguous  to  it,  we  found  feveral 
relrelliing  wells  to  allay  the  thir.ft 
of  the  weary  traveller.  In  a few 
hours  we  reached  Fulwherea,'afpa- 
cious  plain  adapted  for  our  purpofe, 
W'here  the  Quarter  Mailers  ordered 
out  the  Lafears  to  pitch  the  tents 
and  marquees  on  the  lines  formed 
by  them.  Our  camp,  w^hich  made 
a grand  military  appearance,  ex- 
tended tw^o  miles  in  length  : it  was 
ranged  into  nine  feparate  divilions, 
compofed  of  two  battalions  of  Eu- 
ropeans, ffx  regiments  of  Seapoys, 
and  one  company  of  European  Ar- 
tillery. On  the  front  line,  the 
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ftandards  of  the  different  regiments 
were  dying  : it  coniiftcd  of  a num- 
ber of  fmall  tents  called  beltons, 
where  they  kept  their  fire  arms  : 
the  central  ones  belonged  to  the 
Europeans  ; near  them,  were  thofc 
of  the  Artillery;  and  on.  each  wing, 
the  Seapoys.  The  fcveral  corps  were 
encamped  behind  their  refpe6tive 
beltons,  clofe  to  which,  were  firil 
the  tents  of  the  privates ; about 
twenty  feet  from  their  fituation^ 
were  the  larger  and  more  commo- 
dious ones  of  the  Enligns  and  Lieu- 
tenants ; next  to  them  the  Captains^ 
marquees  ; a little  farther  back,  the 
Major’s ; at  fome  diffance  behind 
the  two  battalions,  and  in  a middle 
direction  between  them,,  was  tlie 
Colonel’s.,  which  lay  diametrically 
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oppofite  the  main  guard,  iituatc 
outhde  the  front  line  in  the  centre  : 
a fmall  fpace  from  the  Colonels* 
marquees  was  the  flop  line,  where 
the  Charter  Mailers,  Adjutants, 
Do61ors  and  Surgeons,  were  lodged  : 
and  between  the  Hop  line  and  bazars, 
was  the  line  for  tlie  cattle.  Every 
company  of  European  privates  oc- 
cupied iix  tents  and  one  belton  : an 
Enfign,  Lieutenant,  and  Captain, 
each  a tent : fucli  Officers  as  had 
jenanas  or  wives,  cre61ed  tomboos, 
a kind  of  Indian  marquees,  for  them, 
at  their  own  expcnce.  A Major  iiad 
two  marquees,  one  ftore,  one  guard 
tent,  and  one  belton ; a Colonel, 
three  marquees,  two  flore,two  guard 
tents,  and  one  belton  ; the  Q^uarter 
Mailers,  Adjutants,  DoiSlors  and 

Surgeons, 


4^ 


THE  TRAVELS  OP 


Surgeons,  had  each  one  marquee. 
On  account  of  their  peculiar  du- 
ty in  furuiflrmg  the  camp,  the 
Quarter  Mailers  had,  befides 
their  own,  other  tents  for  their 
Serjeants,  Artificers,  and.  flores. 
I’he  Seapoys  lay  behind  their 
beltons,  in  the  fame  pofition  as  the 
Europeans,  and  their  Officers,  ac- 
cording to  rank,  were  accommoda- 
ted much  in  the  fame  manner.  The 
hofpital  was  in  a pleafant  grove  not 
remote  from  the  camp,  about  half 
a mile  from  which  were  the  maga- 
zine and  other  flores  for  ammuni-' 
tion  and-  military  accoutrements ; 
and  on  an  eminence,  at  fome  dif- 
tance,  over  the  wide  plain,  where 
we  encamped,  arofe  in  military 
grandeur,  the  fuperb  marquees  of 
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the  general  Officers.'  In  the  rere  of 
the  entire  fcene,  were  the  bazars  or 
markets,  belon  ging  to  the  different 
regiments,  on  a dire6l  line  with  each, 
and  diftinguifhed  from  one  another, 
by  various  flags  and  ffrcamers  that 
wantoned  in  the  breeze.  Our  camp, 
notwithftanding  its  extent,  number 
of  men,  equipage,  and  arrangements, 
was  completely  formed  in  the  courfe 
of  the  evening  we  arrived  at  FuU 
wherea,  which  is  about  twelve  miles 
from  Denapore. 
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LETTER  VI. 


DEAR  SIR, 

WE  had  fcarcely  been  one  night 
at  Tulwherca,  when  fome  flvaggling 
villagers  of  the  neighbouring  coun- 
try, ftole  unperceived  into  our  camp, 
and  plundered  our  tents  and  mar- 
quees, which  they  Rripped  of  every 
thing  valuable  belonging  to  Officers 
and  privates  It  happened,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  they  entered  a Lore 
tent,  next  to  Mr.  Baker’s  marquee, 
where  I lay  on  a palankeen,  a kind 
of  travelling  canopy-bed /re  fembling 
a camp  bed,  the  upper  part  was 
arched  over  with  curved  bamboo, 

and 
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and  embcllifhedwith  rich  furniture,  - 
the  top  was  hung  with  beautiful 
taffels  and  adorned  with  gay  trap- 
pings; and  thehdes,  head,  and  root 
were  decorated  with  valuable  filver 
ornaments.  In  fhort,  it  was  ele- 
gantly finifhed,  and  worth,  at  leaf! 
lix  hundred  rupees ; for  which  rea- 
fouj  fucb  vehicles  are  feldom  kept 
but  by  people  of  condition.  Every 
palankeen  is  attended  by  eight  fer- 
vants,  four  of  whom,  alternately, 
c^irr V it,  muclj  in  the  fame  manner 
our  (edan  chairs  are  carried  in 
this  country.  Eut  to  return— the 
viibycrs  having  entered  tlie  fcorc- 
tent  aijove  mentioned,  bore  me  fuel- 
d'  nlv  away  to  a field  about  half  a 
n:  k>  from  tliecemp,  mi  thecenvey- 
i;  . .;clha'  e juil  defliibcd  to  yen, 
;y.n,.  I.  V ' which 
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which  they  foon  difrobed  of  its  de- 
corations, and  rifled  me  of  wliat 
money  I had  in  my  pocket,  and 
every  garment  on  my  body,  except 
a thin  pair  of  troufers.  So  cruel 
were  the  mercilefs  favages,  that 
fome  were  forming  the  barbaroua 
refolutions  of  taking  away  my  life, 
left  rny  efcape  would  lead  to  a dif- 
covery  of  them;  while  others  lefs 
inhuman,  oppofed  the  meafure,  by 
obfervingl  was  too  young  to  injure 
them,  and  prevailed  on  their  cem-r 
panions  to  let  me  go.  I reached  the 
camp  with  wdnged  feet,  and  went 
dire611y  to  Mr.  Baker,  who  was 
much  alarmed  when  he  heard  of  my 
dangerous  lituation,  but  more  afto- 
niflied  at  my  arrival;  and  when  I 
related  by  what  means  my  life  w^as 
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fpared,  atid  liberty  obtained,  he  ad- 
mired fach  humanity  in  a favage 
breaft.  ’ / 

A few  of  thofe  ravagers,  who  loi- 
tered behind  the  reft,  were  firft  de- 
tected by  the  guard,  purfued,  and 
taken  : the  track  of  others  was,  by 
tliis  clew,  difcovered  y many  of 
whom  were  apprehended,  and  re- 
ceived the  punifhment  due  to  their 
crimes,  for  fuch  M^anton  depredati- 
ons. They  wete  flogged  through 
the  camp,  and  their  ears  and  nofes 
cut  oiT,  as  a fhamefal  example  to 
their  laWlefs  confederates.  Their 
rapacity  occafioned  u.s  to  delay 
longer  at  FulWiierea,  than  we  in- 
tended. We  liad  fcarcely  fupprfcifed 
thofe  licentious  barbarians,  wlien 
F ^ 
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OUT  quiet  was  again  diftiirbed  by 
tlie  no^urnal  invafion  of  the  jaekals 
that  infeft  this  country,  ferocious 
animals  not  unlike  the  European 
fox  9 they  flocketl  into  our  camp  in 
the  hlent  midnight  hour,  carried, 
off  a great  part  of  the  poultiy , and 
fuch  young  children  as  they  could 
come  at-  It  was  in  vain  to  purfue 
ihem  •;  we  were  obliged  to  endure 
' our  loSes  with  patience.. 

Having  difpatched  the  proper 
people  to  ibpply  the  marketSa  we 
left  Fulwherea  early  ©n  the  eighth 
morning  after  ou.r  arrival,  ann  pro-. 
ceeded  on  our  march  towartls 
Chrimnaia,  which  lay  about  ninety 
miles  tfaTithev  off  "V\'e  reached  Xur-. 
wlierea,  on  the  ffrit  day’s  march, 

where; 
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where  we  had  a river  to  crofs, 
which  retarded  ns  three  days,  on 
account  of  our  numbers.  As  the 
weather  was  very  warm,  we  ad- 
vanced llowly,  and  found  it  exceed- 
ingly pleafant  to  travel  along  the 
roads  fhaded  with  the  fpreading 
branches  of  fruit -bearing  trees, 
bending  under  their  lufcious  bur- 
thens of  bannas,  mangoes,  and  ta- 
marinds. Beneath  the  trees,  were 
many  cool  fprings  and  wells  of  the 
bneft  water  in  the  univerfe,  wdth 
which  the  whole  country  of  Indof- 
tan  abounds  : a ftriking  inflan ce  of 
the  wlfdom  of  Providence,  that 
tempers  ‘‘  the  bleak  wind  to  the 
fhorn  lamb,”  and  tl>e  fcorching 
heat  of  the  torrid  zone  to  the  way- 
worn traveller. 

F 3 
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The  former  natives  of  this  part  of 
the  world,  whofe  purity  of  manners 
is  ftill  perpetuated  by  feveral  tribes 
of  their  pofterity,  liaving  forefeen 
the  abfolute  neceffity  of  iiich  re- 
frefbment,  and  that  in  the  region- 
they  inhabited,  none  could  be  more 
feafonable  than  founts  of  water  for 
the  ufe  of  fucceeding  generations, 
contrived  thofe  inexhauftible  fourcc  s 
of  relief  in  lituations  moll  frequent- 
ed  ; and  to  prevent  any  thou  ghtlels 
vagrant  from  polluting  them,  took 
care  to  infpire  the  people  with  a fa- 
cred  piety  in  favour  of  their  wells, 
and  a religious  dread  of  difturbing 
them.  For  this  reafon,  they  re- 
main pure  and  undefiled,  through 
every  age,  and  are  held  in  the  mofl 
profound  veneration.  Wherever 


we 
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we  found  them,  on  th.e  march,  our 
Bellies  flopped  to  afford  the  men 
fome  time  to  recruit  themfelves, 
and  take  in  a frelh  fupply  of  water, 
which  was  carried  by  bullocks,  in 
leathern  hanpacallies  or  bags  made 
of  dried  hides,  fome  of  which  were 
borne  by  the  Bellies  on  their  fhoul- 
ders. 
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LETTER  VII. 


DEAR  SIR, 

IN  about  fifteen  days  after  we 
left  Fulwherea,we  arrived  at  Chrim* 
nafa,  and  encamped  on  the  banksof 
the  Ganges  : the  Morattoes  fled  on 
our  arrival.  Chrimnafa  is  an  open 
plain,  near  which  is  a fmall  river 
that  fiov/s  into  the  Ganges  We 
remained  here  in  a ftate  of  tranqui- 
lity, occafionally  enjoying  all  the 
rural  pleafures  of  the  delightful 
country  around  us.  After  a flay  of 
a few  months,  we  received  orders 
from  Colonels  Morgan  and  God- 
dardj  to  march  hence  to  Monghere ; 

and 
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and  Meffieurs  Baker,  Scott,  Befnard, 
and  the  Artillery  Qiiarter  Mailer, 
fet  out  before  the  army,  between 
one  and  two  o’clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, with  the  baggage  and  military 
{lores,  in  the  middle  of  the  year 
1771.  We  continued  on  the  march 
near  a month,  and  when  we  came 
within  thirty  miles  ©f  Monghere,  a 
linall  antique  houle, built  on  a rock 
in  the  middle  of  an  ifland,  in  the 
Gans:es,  attracted  our  notice : we 
halted  towards  the  dole  of  the 
evening,  at  iome  diftance  from  it : 
the  next  day,  Mr.  Baker,  Mr.  Bef> 
nard,  and  the  other  Gentlemen, 
made  a hunting  match : I accom- 
panied tliem : and  about  noon,  afrer 
the  diverfion  was  over,  we  turned 
our  horfrs  towards  the  water  iide, 

aiid. 
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and  taking  a nearer  view  of  this 
folitary  little  maniion,  refolved  on 
croffing  the  river. 

We  gave  our  horfes  in  Charge  to 
the  fahies  or  fervants,  who  have  al- 
ways the  care  of  them^  and  pafTed 
over  to  the  ifland  in  one  of  the  fifh- 
ing  boats  that  ply  here.  When  we 
advanced  towards  the  hermitage, 
which,  as  an  obje6t  of  curioiity,  is 
much  frequented  by  travellers,  the 
Faquir  or  Hermit,  who  held  his  re- 
lidence  here  for  many  years,  came 
out  to  meet  us  : he  wore  a long  robe 
-of  faffron  colour  muflin  down  to  his 
ancles,  with  long  loofe  lleeves,  and 
on  his  head  a fmall  mitre  of  wdiite 
muilin,'  his  appearance  Was  venera- 
ble from  a beard  that  defcendcd  to 

..  his 


19EAM  MAH^iMET. 


59 

his  breafl ; and  tlioiigh  the  hand  of 
time  conferred  fome  fiiowy  honours  ^ 
on  his  head,  that  negligently  flow- 
ed down  his  fboulders  a confidera- 
ble  length,  yet  in  his  countenance 
you  might  read,  that  health  and 
chearfuiiiefs  were  his  com ]Dan ions  : 
he  approached  us  with  a look  of 
inconceivable  complacency  temper- 
ed with  an  apparent  ferenity  of 
mind,  and  allured  us  that  whatever 
his  little  habitation  could  afford, 
he  was  ready  to  fupply  us  with. 
While  he  was  thus  fpeaking,  he 
feemed  to  turn  his  thoughts  a little 
higher  j for  with  eyes  nov^  and  then 
Tailed  towards  Heaven,  he  con  tin u- 
‘cd  to  count  a long  bead  that  was 
■ful]Dended  from  his  wrill  • and  he 
had  another  girt  about  hi?  waift, 

AVc  * 
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;\Ve  went  with  Ihiu  i-nto  his  dwelling, 
w iikdj  was  oua  of  the  neateft  I liave 
ever  feen  ; it  was  quite,  fquare,  and 
n.tcafured  fvora  one  angle  to  the 
other,  not  more  than  five  yards  : it 
-rofe  to  a great  height,,  like  a ftee- 
plc,  and  the  top  was  flat,  enccm- 
pafl eel  with  battlements,  to  wliiglj  he 
fometimes  afeended  by  a long  lad- 
der. At  certain  hours  in  the  day, 
he  flre.tched  in  a lilLlefs  manner  on 
tlie  fltin  of  fame  wild  animal,  not 
unlike  a lion’s,  enjoying  the  pica- 
fare  of  reading  fome  .favouTite  an-, 
thor.  In  one  corner  of  the  houfe, 
he  kept  a conlino.al  lire,  niafle  on  a 
flnall  fpace  betv/een  three  br‘cl;Sj 
on  whidi  he  drefle^  his  food  tlrat 
confiiled  mcfily  of  rice,  and  the 
fruits  of  his  garden  j but  whatever 
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was  intended  for  liis  guefcs,  was  laid 
on  a larger  dre  outiide  the  door. 
Vv  lien  we  fpent  a little  time  in  ob~ 
fcrving  every  thing  curious  in  fide 
his  reddence,  he  prefented  ^is  fome 
mangoes  and  other  agreeable  fruit, 
which  we  accepted  ; and  parted  our 
hind  hod,  haviitg  made  him  fom.e 
finall  acl.nowhdgmcnt  for  his 
friendly  reception,  and  paffed  encc- 
miums  on  tlicneatnefs  of  his  abod  e 
and  the  rural  beauty  of  his  garden, 

V.'e  paTed  over  to  the  continent 
in  a boat,  belonging  to  the  Faquir, 
lluit  conveyed  pouvilions  from  the 
idand  to  the  people  pading  up  and 
do  .vn  the  river,  vdio  left  liim  in  rr- 
turn  fucli  commodities  as  lie  mcil 
v.^anted ; and  joined  the  nimpg  vvldcli 

Vo  I,.  I.  G arrived 
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arrived  early  the  following  day  at 
JMongliere. 

The Europeoii  brigade  marched  in- 
to a fine  fpacious  barrack  : and  the 
Seapoys  into  the  chaumnies  infide 
the  fort,  which  is  near  two  miles  in 
circumference,  and  built  on  the 
Ganges  in  a-  fqur.rc  form,  with  the 
fides  and  front  riling  cut  cf  the  wa- 
ter, and  overlooking  all  the  country 
feats  along  the  coall, 

'Jhe  Officers’  apartments  in  tlie 
front,  ^yerelaid  out  with  the  great- 
jell  elegance ; the  foldiers’,  quite 
compaft ; and  nothing  could  be 
handfomer  than  the  e:jitcrior  ap- 
pearance of  the  building,  which 
y/as  of  glittering  hewn  Hone.  The 

old 
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old  palace  of  CofTim  Alii  Cawn,  in- 
(ide  the  ramparts,  ftill  uninjured 
by  the  wafte  of  time^  was  put  in  or*- 
der  for  the  refidence  of  Colonel 
Grant.  The  entrance  into  the  fort 
was  by  four  wide  gates,  conftrufled 
in  a malferly  manner ; one  at  each 
lide,  opening  into  the  barrack 
yard.  It  was  originally  built  by 
fome  of  the  Nabobs,  but  lince  it 
came  into  the  pofTefTion  of  the 
Company,  it  has  ferved  as  a proper 
pla.ce  for  our  cantonments.  There 
are  no  other  Truclures  of  any  figure 
here.  About  a mile  hence  is  a long: 
row  of  low,  obfeure  huts  (fuch  as 
the  common  natives  inhabit  in  fc- 
\"eral  parts  of  India)  occupied  by  a 
clafs  of  people  who  prepare  raw 
fill: ; and,  at  a little  difiance  from 
Go,.  ' them 
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them,  re  fide  the  manufafturers* 
The  people,  in  general,  here,  are  re- 
inarhably  ingenious,  at  making  all 
kinds  of  kitchen  Rirniture,  which 
they  carry  to  fuch  an  extent,  as  to 
be  enabled  to  fiipply  the  markets 
in  the  mofc  opulent  cities  around 
them  ; andr.re  in  fucli  efteem^  that 
they  even  fend  for  them  from  Cal- 
cutta, and  other  parts  of  Bengal. 
There  is  a defcription  of  inhabitants 
in  this  country_,  who  fupply  the 
markets,  and  have  continued  in  this 
emnlovment  through  many  fuc- 
ceeding  generations,  always  dwel- 
ling in  one  place;  and  others  who 
follow  the  army  under  the  denomi- 
na.tion  of  basars. 


LETTER 
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DEAF  SIR,- 

THERE  are  fonie  very  fine  feats 
^nd  villas  round  Monghere,  built  by 
European  Gentlemen  in  the  Com- 
pany’s Icrvicc,  who  retire  to  tlm 
icountry  in  the  ^yarm  months  of  the 
year;  among  others,  is  the  houfe  or 
Mr.  GroA’e,  an  elegant  building 
Unifhed  in  the  Engdifb  ftyle,  and 
Handing  in  the  centre  of  every  rural 
i rprovement  r'  a mile  hence  is  tlie 
r'chdence  of  Mr.  Bateman,  a A*ery 
handfome  Hrufture,  where  we  fpent 
a few  pleafant  days,  in  the  moft  po- 
lite circles:  amid  fuch  fcen<^  s,  the 
G 3 riches- 


66 


THE  TRAVELS  OF 


riches  and  luxury  of  the  Eaft,  are 
difplayed  with  fafcinating  charms. 
Our  hoft  was  that  elevated  kind  of 
charafter,  in  which  public  and  pri- 
vate virtues  were  happily  blended  ; 
he  united  the  Statefman  with  the 
private  Gentleman  ;•  the  deep  Poli- 
tician with  the  focial  Companion ; 
and  though  of  the  mildefl  manners, 
he  was  brave  in  an  eminent  degree, 
having  led  the  way  to  vidlory  in 
many  campaigns.  'k'w-elve  miles 
from  Monghere^  is  a famous  mo- 
nument eredted  on  a hill  called 
Peepaharea,  Vvdiich  the  love  of  anti- 
quity induced  us  to  vilit : it  is  a 
fquare.  building,  with  an  arch  of 
hewn  Hone  riling  over  a marble 
llab,  fupported  by  fmall  round  pil- 
lars of  the  fame,  vithcut  any  in- 
fer ip  tion  : 
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fcription  : and  wliat  is  very  rePxiark- 
able,  a large  tiger,  fccniingly  di- 
veRed  of  the  ferocity  of  his  nature, 
comes  from  his  den  at  the  foot  of 
the  hill,  every  Monday  and  Wed-  j 
'nefday,  to  this  very  monument,-| 
veithout  molefling  any  perfon  he 
meets  on  tlie  vyay,  (even  child renM 
are  not  afraid  to  approach  him)  and-  i 
fweeps  with  his- tail,  the  duft  frorn-s  > 
the  lower  part  of  the  tomb,  im'b’ 
which,  it  is  fuppofed,  are  enflirined 
the  remains  of  fonie  pious  charac-- 
ter,  who  had  been  there  interred  at 
a remote  period  of  time.  The  peo--  | 
pie  have  a profound  veneration  for' 
it-,  which  has  not  been  a little  in- 
creafed  by  the  fudden  and  untimely 
fate  of  a Lieutenant  of  Artillery, 
who  came  hither  to  indulge  an  idle 

curiofity, 
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curiolity,  andri  Jiciilethofe  who  paid 
luch  ref|)ecl  to  the  memory  of’ their 
fuppofed  holy  man,  who  had  been 
clepolited  here.  He  imputed  their 
zeal  to- the  force  of  prejudice  and 
.fu  peril  it  ion,  and  turned  it  into 
.fuch  contempt,  that  he  made  water 
on.  the  very  tomb  that  was  by  them 
held  ficred  : but  fhortly  after,  as  if 
he  had  been  arrefled  bv  fome  invi-- 
iible  hand,  for  his  prefamption, 
having  rode  but  a few  paces  from 
the  tomb,  he  was  thrown  from  his 
horfe  to  the  ground,  where  he  lay 
forne  time  ipeechlefs ; and  being' 
conveyed  to  Monghere  on  a litter, 
foon  after  his  arrival  expired. 
Here,  is  an  awfal’leffon  to  thofe 
who,  through  a narrownefs  of  judg- 
ment and  confined  Ipeculaticn,  are 
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too  apt  to  profane  tne  piety  of  their 
fellow-creatures,  merely  for  a dif- 
ference in  their  modes  of  worfhip. 
At  a little  diHance from Peepaharca 
was  the  bangaloe  of  Gen.  Barker, 
conUrudled  by  him  on  the  mofl  ele- 
gant plan.  Here  he  retired  to 
fpend  ibme  part  of  the  fummer, 
and  entertain  his  friends : it  wasr 
reforted  by  tlve  diflinguiliied  Offi- 
cers of  his  corps,  and  particularly 
by  Colonels  Grant,  Morgan,  God- 
dard, Tottingham,  and  Majors  Mor- 
rifon  and  Pearce,  of  the  Artillery. 
At  other  times,  he  relided  in  a 
{lately  edifice  in  the  fort,  newly 
built,  with  exquifite  tafle  and  gran- 
deur. Having  received  orders  from 
Colonel  Grant,  to  proceed  to  Cal- 
cutta, we  made  the  neceffary  pre- 
parations. 
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parations  for  marching,  and  fet  out 
from  Monghere  in  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1772*  The  firfl  day,  we 
reached  Sitakund,  (where  w^e  halted 
three  days  to  colle6l  our  market 
people,  &c.  It  is  a fmall  village, 
abovt  twelve  miles  from  Monghere, 
and  in  its  environs  are  feven  baths 
or  wells,  two  of  which  are  commit- 
ted to  the  care  of  Bramins,  who  at- 
tend them,  and  will  not  fuifer  any 
perfon  out  of  their  order,  to 
touch  the  waters,  but  fuch  as 
come  with  a fledfaft  faith  in' 
their  virtues  ■ (which  they  gene- 
rally polfefs)  to  be  relieved 
from  various  diforders  by  their  ap- 
plication. The  other  five  are  com- 
mon to  all  who  travel  this  way. 
The  two  firfi:  are  near  each,  other, 

though 
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though  very  different  in  their  qua- 
lities : the  water  of  the  one  whicli 
is  of  a whitifli  colour,  having  an 
agreeable  cool  taile,  while  that  of 
tlie  adjacent  well  being  of  a darker 
hue,  is  coiitiinially  boiling  up  The 
people  ofthe  country  make  the  moil 
frequent  ufe  of  them,  and  the  Bra- 
inins,  Vv'jio  difpateh  tlicir  orders  to 
all  quarters  round  them  in  eartliea 
jars  filled  at  their  hallowed  founts, 
conliderably  benefit  by  their  pious 
credulity.  They  even  fend  it  to  the 
north  of  the  Ganges  ; and  it  is  held 
in  holy  veneration  by  tlie-IIindoos 
in  Calcutta,  and  tlie  other  diilricls 
of  Bengal. 

As  we  were  advancing  on  cur 
piarch,  we  met  a number  of  Hindoo 

pilgrims 
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pilgrims  procescling  on  their  jour- 
'neyto  Siuikund,  and  reached  Bohc- 
golpore,  ill  about  filikn  days  after 
we  left  Mcnghcre.  We  encamped 
oiitlide  the  town,  wdiich  is,  by  no 
means,  inccniideraole  fbi  itsmciiiu- 
fablures.  It  has  a mud  fort  thrown 
round  it,  and  contains  a regiment 
of  n i htia,  to  prcUa  it’s  trade,  ccn-^ 
fifcing  of  a famous  manufaflory  of 
fine  napkins,  table  cloths,  tuiLans 
and  fbucy,  a kind  of  textuie  com- 
pofed  offilkand  ccttcn,  feme  cf 
which  is  beautifully  variegated  with 
feripcs,  and  fome  of  a nankin  cc- 
lour,  ufed  moilly  by  the  Ladies  of 
the  country  for  fummer  wear.  Go- 
vernor Pelham,  who  commanded 
here,  entertained  our  Cfheers  in  a 
very  folendid  manner.  We  halted 
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four  or  five  days  to  refrefii  our  ar- 
. my,  and  during  the  time,  the  Coo- 
leys were  employed  to  clear  and 
level  the  rugged  Harrow  road,  from 
Bohogolpore  Cirough  Skilligurree. 
Before  we  fet  out,  we  perceived  that 


Captain  Brook,  a very  aflive  OBl- 
Cer,  at  the  head  of  five  companies 
of  Scapoys,  ftationed  in  tlie  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  neighbouring 
country^  had  been,  fome  time,  en- 
gaged in  the  purfiait  of  the  Paha- 
reas,  a favage  clan  that  inhabit  the 
mountains  between  Eohogolpove 
and  Rajamoul,  and  annoy  thejDeace- 
able  refident  and  unwary  traveller:- 
numbers,  happily  ! were  taken, 
through  llie  indefatigable  zeal  of 
the  above  Gentleman,  and  jullly 
ireceived  exemplary  punifiiment: 

H 4bmc, 
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fome  being  feve.rely  .whipped  in  a 
public  manper;  and  ;others,  who 
were  fbu^d  to  be  more  daring  and 
ilagitious,  liifpended  on  a kind  of 
gibbets,  ignominioufly  expofed 
.along  the  moiintain’.s  conipicuous 
brow,  in  order  to  ftrike  terror  intg 
the  hearts  of  their  accomplices. 


I.ETTER 


DEAN  MAHOMET. 


LETTER  IX. 


DEAR  SIR, 

HENCE  as  we  proceeded  on  our" 
march, 'we  beheld  the  lifelefs  bodies’ 

t ^ ^ 

of  thcfe  nefarious  wretclies-elevated 
along  the  way  for  a conliderable 
diilance,  about  half  a niil^  from 
each  other  ;’  and  having  palfed 
through  th6  lofty  arches  or  gate-' 
\vays  of  Sikilligur'ree  and  Tellic-' 
gurree  planted  with  cannon,  and 
ere61ed  by  former  Nabobs,  as  a 
kind  of  battery  againfl  the  hoflile 
invalions  of  thole  Mountaineers^ 
we  reached  Rajamoul,  where  we 
rtm'ained  a few  days. 


Our' 


76 


TH¥  TRAVELS  VE 


Our  army  being  very  numerous, 
the  market  peoi:)le  in  the  re  re  were 
attached  by  another  party  of  the 
Pahareas,  who  plundered  them,  and 
wounded  many  with  their  bows  and 
arrows  : the  piequet  guard  clofely 
purfped  them,  killed  feveral,  and 
apprehended  thirty  or  forty,  whO' 
were  brought  to  the  camp.  Next 
morning,  as  our  hotteewallies,  grafa; 
cutters,  and  bazar  people,  went  tO' 
the  mountains  about  their  ufual 
buunefs  of  procuring  provender  for- 
the  elephants,  grafs  for  the  horfes, 
and  fuel  for  the  camp ; a^gang  of 
thofe  licentious  favages,  ruihed 
with,  violence  on  them,  inhumanly 
butchered  feven,  or  eight  of  our 
people,  and  carried  oh  three  ele- 
phants', and  as  many  camels,  with- 
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i^veral  h^rfes  arid  bullocks.  Such 
of  our  hottecvvallies,  &c.  as  were 
f(irti;nate  enough  to  cTcape  with 
their  liv’^es  from  fliore  urifeeling  bar- 
barians, made  the  bcft  of  their  way 
to  the  camp,  and  related  the  ftory 
of  their  Tuiibtinis'  tb  the  Co m mand  - 
ing  Oific’er,  wlio  kindled  into  re- 
fentmeiuat  tlie  recital,  inftaritly  re- 
fjlved  to  fend  the  three  Quarter Maf- 
ters  with  two  companies  of  Seapoys, 
in  the  purfuit  of  the  lawlcfs  aggref 
fors,  fom.e  of  whom,  they  luckily 
found  idoughing  in  a field,  to  which 
they  were  direfted  by  two  of  the 
men  whom  Providence  refcued  from 
tlteir  cruelty;  and  obferved  num.- 
bers  flocking  from  the  hills  to  their 
afliflance  : our  men,  arranged  in  mi- 
litary order,  fired  on  them;  fome' 

H 3 of 
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of  the  favages  fell  on  the  plain,, 
others  were  wounded ; and  the 
greater  part  of  them,  after  a feeble 
reliftance  with  their  bows,  arrows, 
and  fwords,  giving  way  to  our  fu-- 
perior  courage  and  difcipline,  Hed 
to  the  mountains  for  Ihelter,  and 
mifed  a>  thick  cloudy  fmoke,  iffuing 
from  fmothered  fires,  iii  order  to 
intercept  our  view,  and  incommode" 
us.  Our  gallant  foldiers,  fwift  as 
the  lightning’s  flafb,  purfued,  over-- 
took,  and  made  two  hundred  of 
them  prifoners,  who  were  efcorted 
to  Head  Quarters,  and  by  order  of 
Colonel  Grant,  feverely  punifhed 
for  their  crimes  ; fome  having  their' 
ears  and  noles  cut  ofTj.  and  others 
hung  in  gibbet;^.  Their  bows  and 
arrows,,and  ponderous  broad  fwords 

that 
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that  weighed  at  leafl,  fifteen  pounds^ 
each,  of  which  they  were  deprived,- 
were  borne  in  triumph  as  trophies 
of  the  little  victory.  Two  of  our' 
hotteewaiiies,  fuppofed  to  be  mafia- - 
cred  by  them  before  this  expedition, 
were  found  inamifeiable  flatefroin 
their  unmerciful  treatment'^:-  they 
were  endeavouring  to  crawf  to  the' 
camp,  difabled^-and.  almoft  bleeding 
afrefir  from  their  recent  wounds. 
The  elephants,  camels,  &c.  which-i 
thofe  ufeful  people  took  with  them, 
for  the  purpofe  of  bringing  certain' 
fupplies  to  the  army,  were  left  be- 
hind in  the  hurry  of  the  fanguinary  ' 
and  rapacious  enemy'sflight,  cruelly' 
mangled  and  weltering  in  their' 
blood  : our  very  hor&s  and  bul-’ 
b3cks  had  iron  fpikes  driven  up  in 

their 


tlieir  hoofs,  from  wlilcli  they  mufi:' 
have  fuffered  exti^eme  tortvire.' 

i 

Tiiey  were  all,  witli  feme  difficulty, 
brought  back  to  the  camp^  and’ 
though  taken  every  poffible  care  of, 
a 'few  ouly  of  the  animals- were  rc-- 
If  j red /and' the  reft  died  in  the  an- 
guifti  oft  exquifite  puin.  • 

We  continued  our  march  towards^ 
Calcutta;  and  on  our  way  thither," 
encampedat  Gouagochi,  which  takes- 
its  name  from- a large- black  fort' 
built  on  the  banks  of  the  Ganges, 
three  miles  from  the  place  of  our 
encampment,  where  we  remained 
about  two  .months. ' Our  fituation’ 
was  extremely  pleafant;  the  tents- 
being  almoft  covered  vdth  the 
fpreading  branches  of  man  gee  and 

tamarind 
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tamarind  trees,  whicli  riDder  the  ri- 
gours of  a torrid  fuii,  afforded  a cool 
fhado,  and  brightened  the  lace  of 
the  furrounding  country  ; whilfl  the 
Ganges,  to  heighten  the  beauty  of 
the  varied  landfcape,  rolled  its  ma- 
jeftic  flood  behind  us.  Hence  we 
went  to  Dumdumma,  where  we  had 
a general  review.  Governor  Cottier 
came  from  Bengal  in  order  to  fee’ 
it,  with  his  Aid-du-Camps,  and  ar 
numerous  train  of  attendants : hi® 
entry  into-  Dumdrimma  was  very 
magnificent : he  was  accompanied 
by  our  Colonel  and  fome  of  the  prin- 
cipal Officers,  who  met  him  on  the 
way  r all  the  army  were  drawn  up, 
and  received,  him  with  a general  fa- 
lute.  The  entire  night  was  fpent 
in  preparations  for  our  appearance 

next 
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next  day  : every  individual  v/as  em-*' 
plqycd  ; and  at  four  o’Clock,  on  the 
coming  morn,  we  were  all  on  the 
plain  in  military  atray,  with  twen- 
ty field'  pieces,  attended  by  two 
companies  of ‘Artillery  : not  a man^  * 
through  the  whole  of  thb  bulinefs,. 
in  which  we  fbok  up'  fe.veral  acres 
of  ground,  but  difplayed  uncom- 
mon abilities ; and  was  rewarded 
for  his  exertions,  by  the’unanimous 
confent  of  the  Ofiicfers;  with  an  ex-  ' 
tra  allowance  of  pay  and  reirefli-'’ 
ment.  The  natives^  who  docked 
from  all  quarters,  for  many  miles 
around,  were'  deiight-ed  and  afto-'’ 
nifhed  at  the  fight— -- 

“ Of  nunUl  men  in  glii't’iii/g  armi  VPifpliy’d* 

“ An<l  all  the  Ihinin*  pomp  of  war  arrjy’tl  ; 

<«  DefcrminM  ibldier*,  and  a gallant  heft, 

»^Aj  t’ci'Brfiannii  rn  her  pii  Je  cou'd  b<Mft  •”  . 

Thi'- 


uean  mahome-t. 


83 

>'  ■ — ' > ■ ^ ■'  — ■ ■ “ 

The  General  received  the  Go- 
vernor’s compliments  on  the  occa,- 
iion,  who  declared  that  fnch  bro.ve 
/ellows  never  before  adorned  the 
plains  of  Alia.  The  review  was 
over  at  twelve  o’clock,  when  all  the 
, Gentlemen  v/ere  invited  to  br.eak- 
llift  with  the'  General.  The  men, 
overjoyed  wi'th  the  approbation  of 
their  Officers,  retired  to  their  tents 
to  talk  over  their  military  atchievcr 
■raents,  and  form,  by  the  creative 
power  of  fancy,  a fecond  grand  re- 
view round  their  copious  bowls  of 
Arrack,  a generous,  exhilirating  Ih 
quor,  diflilled  from  the  fruit  of  the 
tree  that  bears  th$  fame  name.  The 
.Governor  remained  a few  days  here, 
and  was  entertained  in  a ftyie  of 
elegant  hofpitalityj  by  the  military 
• ' Gentlemei> 
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‘Gentlemen  and  the  moil  diilin- 
.giiifbed  Pcrfonages  of  the  country. 
The  fcene  of  their  convivial  fellivi- 
was  tlie  former  habitation  of  a 
grand  Nabob  of  this  place,  con- 
flrndled  on  an  ancient  plan,  and 
containing  a ni’irnber  of  fpacious 
•‘cipartmentS';  but  from  the  change 
it  received  from  the  imnd  of  recent 
improvement,,  it  had  more  the  ap- 
j)earance  of  a modern  European 
maiinon,  tlian  an  unceuth  pile  of 
building,  that  reared  its-  gothic 
head  in  remoter  time. 
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LETTER  X. 


dear  sir, 

SHORTLY  after  the  review’  was 
over,  we  marched  from  Dr.mdum- 
ma  to  Calcutta,  wdiere  we  arrived 
in  the  year  1773.  The  lirfl;  brigade 
that  lay  in  Fort  William,  and  thence 
])ioceeded  toDenaporc,  was  relieved 
by  a part  of  our  army  (which  form-, 
ed  tiie  tliirJ  brigade)  confifting  of 
one  battalion  of  Europeans  that 
marclied  into  the  fort,  and  three 
regiments  of  Seapoys  that  occupied 
the  chaumnies  at  Cheitpore ; the 
other  battalion  of  Europeans,  to 
which  Mr.  Laker  belonged,  and 
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three  regiments  of  Seapoys,  were 
ordered  to  Barahampore,  after  feme 
, fhort  ftay  here. 

Calcutta  is  a yery  flourifhing  ci- 
ty, and  the  preiidency  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  Company  in  Bengal.  It  is  fitu- 
ate  on  the  moil  wefterly  branch  of 
the  lefs  Ganges  in  87  deg.  eaft  Ion, 
and -22,  45  north  lat. ; 130  miles 
north  eaft  of  Balifore,  and  40  fouth 
of  Huegley.  It  contains  a number 
of  regular  and  fpaciousftreets,  pub- 
lic buildings,  gardens^  walks,  and 
fifti  ponds,  and  from  the  heft  acr 
counts,  its  population  has  advanced 
to  upwards  of  fix  hundred  thou- 
fand  fouls.  The  principal  ftreets 
are  the  Chouk,  where  an  endlefs  va- 
riety of  all  forts  of  goods  are  fold  , 
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the  China  Bazar^  where  every  kind 

of  china  is  expo  fed  tofale  ; the  Lal- 

bazar,  Thurumthulla,  Chouringee, 

* 

Bightaconna,  Mochoabazar,  and 
Chaunpolgot,  where  the  European 
Gentlemen,  of  every  defcription, 
moflly  refi.de.  The  greatefl  con- 
courfe  of  Englifii,  French,  Dutch, 
Armenians,  Abyflinians,  and  Jews, 
aflemble  here ; befides  merchants, 
manufa61urers,  and  tradefmen, 
riom  the  moft.  remote  parts  of 
India. 

Near  Chaunpolgot  is  the  old  fort, 
which  contains  the  Company’s  flores 
girrifoned  by  the  invalids  and  mi- 
litia, and  inhabited  by  Colle6lors, 
Commifiaries,  Clerks,  and  in  my 
time  by  a Mr.  Faxon,  tlie  Direftor 

I 3 
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or  Supei'intendant  of  the  people  em- 
ployed in  the  mint,  to  coin  gonl- 
mores,  rupees,  and  paiffays.  Fort 
AVilliam  is  a mile  from  the  town, 
and  the  moft  extenlive  in  India. 
The  plan  of  it  was  an  irregular  te- 
tragon, built  with  brick  and  mortar 
made  of  brick  dud,  lime,  molafles, 
and  hemp,  a compoiition  that  form.s 
a cement  as  hard  and  durable  as 
done.  The  different  batteries  fur- 
rounding it,  are  planted  with  about 
iix  hundred  cannon : and  its.  inner 
entrance  is  by  fix  gates,  four  'of 
which  are  generally  left  open  : out- 
fide  thefe  are  fourteen  gate-ways 
leading  through  different  avenues, 
to  the  inner  gates  feverally  fituate 
in  oppolite  diredlions  to  the  river, 
the  Hofpital,  Kidderpore,  and  Cal- 
cutta. 
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cutta.  Near  each  gate  is  a well, 
from  which  water  is  eaiily  raifed 
for  the  ufe  of  the  army  by  engines 
happily  contrived  for  thatpurpofe. 
The  Commander  in  Chief  reiides  in 
an  elegant  edifice  within  tlie  fbrt^ 
where  there  is  alfo  a bazar  con- 
fiiantly  lield  to  fiipply  the  army 
with  every  necelfary  : and  the  Offi- 
cers of  rank  next  to  him,  dwell  on 
the  very  arches  of  the  gates,  in 
beautifully  conllrubled  buildings, 
that,  in  fuch  elevated  fituations, 
have  a very  fine  effeft  on  the  de- 
lighted beholder.  Infide  the  fort 
there  are  eight  barracks,  for  the 
other  Officprs  and  privates ; ftores 
for  the  ammunition  and  accoutre- 

I 

ments  ; magazines,  armories,  and  a 
cannon  and  ball  foundry,  almofli 
I 3 conti.- 
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conlinuallyat  work,  for  the  general 
ufeof  the  Company’s  troops  throngli- 
out  India.  In  Ihort,  Fort  William 
is  an  allonifhing  j)iece  of  human 
workmanflrip,  a.nd  large  enough  to 
contain,  at  leafc,  ten  thoufand  inha- 
bitants. 

The  other  principal  public  build- 
ings, are  the  Court-Houfes,  Prifons, 
and  Churches.  There  are  three 
Court-Houfes  ; one  fronting  Loldi- 
gee,  one  near  tlie  Governor’s  man- 
licn,  and  the  other  in  Chaunpolgot : 
two  prifons ; one  in  Lalbazar,  and 
• another  in  Chouringee  : and  feveral 
Churches,  belides  theEnglifh,  Arme- 
nian, and  Portuguefe,  which  are  the 
moll  noted  places  of  worfhip,  in 
point  of  magnitudcj  exterior  figure, 

and 
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and  decoration.  On  the  oppolite 
liJe  of  the  river  are  doclcs  for  re- 
pairing and  careening  fhips  j and 
oiitlide  the  town  is  an  holj^ital,  cn- 
compaiicd  by  a fheltering  grove ; 
fome  pleafant  villas,  the  fjmmer 
retreats  of  the  European  Gentle- 
men, delightful  improvements,  aro- 
matic flower  gardens,  winding 
wallis  planted  with  embowering 
trees  on  each  lide,  and  fifh  j^onds 
reflefling,  like  an  extended  mirror, 
their  blooming  verdure  on  each 
margin,  and  Heaven’s  clear  azure 
in  the  vaulted  canopy  above.  There 
is  alfb  a very  fine  canal  formed  at 
the  expence  of  Mr.  Tolly,  which  is 
navigable  for  boats  palling  up  and 
down;  it  was  cut  through  the 
country,  and  extended  from  Kid- 

derpore 
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clerpore  to  Culman,  a diflance  of 
five  or  fix  miles,  connefting  the 
Ganges  with  the  river  Sunderbun. 
Mr.  Tolly  benefite'd  confiderably  by 
this  mode  of  conveyance  ; as  it  was 

V 

deemed  more  convenient  than  that 
of  land  carriagCj  and  became  the 
principal  channel  of  conveying 
goods  to  different  parts  of  Bengal. 
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DEAR  SIR, 

OUR  flay  in  Calcutta  was  fo 
fliort,  that  I have  been  only  able  to 
give  you  fome  account  (if  the  town, 
forts,  and  environs ; and  am  con- 
cerned that  I could  not  contribute 
more  to  your  entertainment,  by  a 
defcription  of  the  manners  of  the 
people,  as  we  received  too  fuddcn 
orders  to  march  to  Barahampore, 
where  we  arrived  in  the  year  1773? 
liaving  met  with  no  extraordinary 
occurrence  on  the  way.  The  can- 
tonments here  are  fituate  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  Bohogritee,  and 

confifl 
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confill  of  twenty-two  barracks,  be- 
fides  a magazine,  ftores,  and  offices. 
There  are  two  barracks  on  the  fouth 
near  the  river,  in  which  the  Colo- 
nels and  Majors  refide  : fix  on  the 
eaft,  and  fix  on  the  weft,  occupied 
by  the  other  Officers  : in  the  north- 
ern diredtion,  the  privates  of  the 
Artillery  and  Infantry. Corps  dwell : 
the  Commander  in  Chief  has  a fu- 
perb  building,  about  a mile  from 
the  barrack  of  the  p rivates ; and 
the  intermediate  fpace  between  the 
different  barracks,  which  form  a 
fquare,  is  a fpacious  plain  where 
the  men  exercife.  Barahampore 
is  very  populous,  and  connefts  with 
Muxadabad  by  an  irregular  chain 
of  building,  comprehending  Calca- 
pore  and  Cafambuzar,  two  famous 

manufac- 
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manufa6lones  of  filk  and  cotton, 
where  merchants  can  be  flipplied 
on  better  terms  than  in  any  other 
part  of  India.  The  city  ofMnxa- 
dabad,  to  "which  I had  been  led  by 
curiofity,  is  the  mart  of  an  exten- 
live  trade  among  the  natives,  fuch 
as  the  Moguls,  Parfees,  Mulfulmen, 
and  Hindoos  ; the  houfes  are  neat, 
but  not  uniform  ; as  every  dwelling 
is  conllrucled  according  to  the  pe- 
culiar fancy  of  the  proprietor : 
thofe  of  the  merchants  are,  in  gencT 
ral,  on  a good  plan,  and  built  of 
fine  brick  made  in  the  country ; 
and  fuch  as  have  been  eredled  by 
the  fervants  of  the  Company,  near 
the  town,  are  verybandfome  flruc, 
tures.  The  city,  including  the 
fuburbs,  is  about  nine  miles  in 

length, 
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leiij^-tli,  rf:ac]iing  as  far  as  Eara^ 
hampore ; aud  the  neighbouring 
country  is  interfperfed  with. elegant 
feats  belonging  to  the  Governors, 
and  crtlier  Officers  ; aniong  which, 
was  the  Nabob  Marnarah  Dcv/lah’s 
palace,  fniifhed  in  a fuperior  l]:}'le 
to  the  reft,  and  furrounded  with 
arched  pillars  of  marble,  decorated 
with  variegated  purdocs  over  the 
arches,  native  bands  of  mu  lie  played 
on  their  different  inffrumeiits,  eve^ 
ry  morning  and  evening  — on  one 
fide  of  the  palace  flowed  the  river 
Bohegritee  in  winding  mazes  : on 
the  other,  ffood  the  Cliouh,  where 
people,  a.ffembled  to  fell  horfes, 
wild  and  tame  fowl,  fin  gin  g birds, 
and  alrnoff  every  product  and  ma-. 
iiufa6ture  of  ludiat 
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• Soon  after  my  arrival  here,  T was 
dazzled  with  the  glittering  appear^ 
ance  of  tlie  Nabob,  and  all  his  train, 
amounting  to  about  three  thoufand 
attendants,  proceeding  in  folemn 
Aiite  from  his  palace  to  the  temple, 
d'hey  formed  in  the  fplendor  and 
richnels  of  their  attire,  one  of  the 
moft  brilliant  procedions  l ever  bc-r 
held.  The  Nabob  was  carried  on  a 
heautiful  pavillion,  or  meanah,  by 
iL'^teen  menj  alternately,  called  by 
the  natives,  Baharas,  who  wore  a 
red  uniform ; the  refulgent  canopy 
.covered  with  tilfue,  and  lined  with 
embroidered  fcarlet  ATlvct,  trinir 
.med  with  fdyer  fringe,  was  fup- 
ported  by  four  pillars  of  mafiy  lil- 
veiy  and  refembled  the  form  of  a 
.beautiful  elbow  chair,  conftrudred 
.VoL,  I.  K in 
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in  oval'  elegance ; in  which  he  fat 
crofs-legged,  leaning  his  back 
againfl  a fine  cufhion,  his  el- 

bows on  two  more  covered  with 
fcarlet  velvet,  wrought  with  flow-» 
era  of  gold.  At  each  fide  of  his 
magnificent  conveyance,  two  men 
attended  with  large  whifks  in  their 
hands,  made  of  fome  curious  ani- 
mal’s tail,  to  beat  off  the  flies.  The 
very  handles  of  thofe  whifks  v^ere 
of  filver.  As  to  the  ornaments  of 
his  perfon  — - he  wore  a very  fmall 
turban  of  white  muflin,  containing 
forty-four  yards,  which  quantity, 
from  its  exceeding  finenefs,  would, 
not  weigh  more  than  a |X)und  ano. 
half;  a band  of  the  fame  encom^ 
paflcd  his  turban,  from  which  hung 
filver  taffels  over  his  right  eye  : on 
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the  front  was  a ftar  in  diamond  of 

the  firft  water  ; a thin  robe  of  fine 

« 

muflin  covered  his  body,  over  which 
he  wore  another  of  cream-eolonred 
fatin,  and  troufars  of  the  fame, 
trimmed  with  filver  edging,  and 
fmall  (ilver  buttons : a valuable 
.fhawl  of  camel’s  hair,  was  thrown 
negligently  about  his  fhouklers ; 
and  another  wrapped  round  his 
waift  : infide  the  latter,  he  placed 
his  dagger,  that  was  in  itfelf  a piece 
of  curious  workmanfhip,  the  hilt 
being  of  pure  gold,  ftudded  with 
diamonds,  and  embelllfhed  with 
fmall  chains  of  gold. 

His  {hoes  were  of  bright  crimfcn 
velvet,  embroidered  with  filver ^ and 
let  round  the  foals  and  binding 
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with  pearls.  Two  Aid-du-Camps, 
one  at  each  iide,  attended  him  on 
horfeback  ; from  whom  he  was  little 
more  diflinguifhed  in  fplendor  of 
habiliment,  than  by  the  diamond 
fear ‘in  his  tnrban.  Their  faddles 
were  ornamented  with  talfels,  fringe, 
and  va lions  kinds  of  embroidery. 
Before  and  behind  him,  moved  in 
tlie  pomp  of  ceremony,  a great  num- 
ber of  pages,  and  near  his  perfon 
flowly  advanced  his  life  guard, 
mounted  on  horfes  : all  were  clad 
in  a Bile  ofnnrivalled  elegance  : the 
very  eaitli  with  expanding  bofbm, 
poured  out  her  treafures  to  deck 
them:  and  the 'artifan  elfayed  his 
utmoll  Ikill  to  fumifh  their  trap- 
pings. 


His 
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His  pipe  was  of  a ferpentine  form, 
nine  cubits  in  lengtii,'  and  termed 
hooka ; it  reached  from  his  lin£^ 
thougli  elevated  his  fituation  above 
the  gay  throng,  to  the  hands  of  a 
perfon  who  only  walked  as  an  at-’ 
tendant  in  the  train,  for  the  purpole 
of  lining  the  lilver  bowl  with  a nice 
compQuncl  of  mudc,  fugar,  rofe-wa- 
ter,  and  a little  tobacco  finely 
chopped,  and  worked  up  together 
into  a kind  of  dough,. , v,diich  was 
dilfolved  into  an  odoiifercus  liquid 
by  the  heat  of  a little  fire  made  of 
burnt  rice,  and  kept  in  a lilver  vel- 
lel  with  a cover  of  the  fame,  called 
Chilm,  from  wdiich  was  conveyed 
a fragrant  cool  fmoke,  through  a 
fmall  tube  conne6ling  with  another 
that  afcended  to  his  mcutli. 
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The  part  wliich  the  attendant 
held  in  his  liand,  contained  at  lead: 
a quart  of  water  : it  was  made  of 
glafs,  ornamented  with  a number 
of  little  golden  chains  admirably 
contrived  : the  fnake  which  .com- 
prehends. both  tubes  was  tipped 
Avith  gold  at  each  end,  and  the  in- 
termediate fpace  was  made  of  wire 
inlide  a clofe  quilting  of  fatin,  iilk, 
and  mudiii,  wrought  in  a very  inge- 
nious manner  : the  mouthpiece  was 
alfo  of  gold,  and  the  part  next  to 
his  lijDS  let  with  diamonds. 

A band  of  native  mulic  played 
]>efbre  him,  accompanied  with  a big 
drum,  conveyed  on  a camel,  the 
found  of  which,  could  be  heard  at  a 
great  diflance  : and  a halcorah  or 
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herald  advanced  onward  in  the  front 
of  the  whole  company,  to  proclaim 
his  arrival,  and  clear  the  way  before 
him.  Crowds  of  people  from  every 
neighbouring  quarter,  thronged  to 
fee  him.  I waited  for  fome  time,  to 
fee  him  enter  into  the  temple  with 
all  his  retinue,  who  left  their  fhces 
at  the  door  as  a mark  of  veneration 
for  the  facred  fane  into  which  they 
were  entering.  The  view  of  this 
grand  ptoceffion,  gave  me  infinite 
pleafure,  and  induced  me  to  conti- 
nue a little  longer  in  Muxadabad. 
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DEAR  SIR, 

SHORTLY  after  the  proceffion,  I 
metwith  a relation  of  minej  a Ma- 
hometan, who  requeiled  my  atten- 
dance at  the  circumcliion  of  one  of 
his  children.  Previous  to  thiscere- 
moii'/,  which  I Tiall  defcribe  in  the 
order, of  fucceiTion^  it  may  be  necef- 
fary  to  premife,  that  a child  is  bap- 
tized three  times  according  to  the 
rites  of  this  religion.  The  Brft  bap- 
tifm  is  performed  at  the  time  of  he 
birth,  by  a Bramin  who,  though  o 
different  religious  principles,  is  held 
in  the  utmoft  veneration  by  the  Ma- 
hometans, 
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hometans,  for  his  fuppofed  know- 
ledge in  aftrolcgy,  by  which  he  is 
faid  to  fbretel  the  future  defliny  of 
the  child  ; when  he  difchargcs  the 
duties  of  his  facred  funftion  on  fuch 
an  occalion,  which  conlifts  in  no- 
thing more  than  this  prophecy,  and 
calling  the  child  by  the  moll  favour- 
able name,  the  myfleries  of  his  fci- 
ence  will  permit,  he  receives  fome 
prefents  from  the  parents  and  kin- 
dred ^ and  retires. 

The  fecond  baptifm,  which  takes 
place  when  the  child  is  four  days 
old,  is  performed  by  the  Codgi,  or 
Mulna,  the  Mahometan  Clergy- 
man, in  the  prefence  of  a number 
of  women,  who  vifit  the  mother 
after  her  delivery;  he  firll  reads 

fbme 
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ibme  prayers  in  the  alcoran,  Iprin- 
Mes  the  child  with  confecrated 
water,  and  anoints  the  navel  and 
ears  with  a kind  of  oil  extra6led 
from  muftard  feed,  which  concludes 
the  ceremony.  The  Prieft  then 
quits  the  womens’  apartment,  and 
joins  the  men  in  another  room. 
'When  he  has  withdrawn,  the  Pla- 
jams’  wives  enter  the  chamber,  and 
attend  the  mother  of  the  child 
with  every  apparatus  neceffary  in 
],ier  lituation : one  affifts  to  pare 
her  nails,  and  fupplies  her  witli 
a bafon  of  v^ater  to  vv^fn  her  liands 
in  ; and  othtrs  are  employed  in  dref- 
fing^her  in  a becoming  manner. 
Several  Ladies  of  diflinflion  come 
to  viht  her,  prefenting  her  their 
congratulatory  compliments  on  her 

happy 


liappy  recovery,  and  filling  her  lap, 
at  the  fame  time,  with  a quantity 
of  frefii  fruit,  as  the  emblem  of 
plenty.  When  this  ceremony  is  over 
they  fit  down  to  an  entertainment 
ferved  up  by  the  Hajams’  wives,  and 
prepared  by  women  in  more  menial 
olfices.  Their  ufual  fare  is  a variety 
of  Gates  and  fweetmeats.  The  men, 
who  alfo  congratulate  the  father, 
wifhing  every  happinefs  to  his  ofi- 
fpring,  are  regaled  much  in  the 
fame  irianner.  Thus  is  the  fecond 
baptifm  celebrated ; from  whicli  the 
third,  which  is  folcmnized  on  the 
twentieth  day  after  the  birth,  dif- 
fers only  in  point  of  time. 

The  Mahometans  do  not  perform 
the  circumfion,  or  fourth  baptifm, 
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until  the  Gnild  is  feven  years  old, 
and  carefully  initiated  in  fuch  prin- 
ciples of  their  religion  as  caji  be 
well  conceived  at  fuch  a tender  age. 
For  fame  time  before  it,  the  poorer 
hind  of  people  nle  much  oeconomy 
in  tireir  manner  of  living,  to  enable 
them  to  defray  the  expenccs  of  a 
fplendid  entertainment,  as  they  are 
very  ambitious  of  difplaying  the 
great efl  elegance  and  hofpitglity  on 
luch  occaiions.  When  the  period  of 
enteringon  this  facred  buiinefs  is  ar- 
rived, they  difpatch  Hajams  or  Ear- 
bers,  who  from  the  nature  of  their  oc- 
cupation are  well  acquainted  with  the 
city,  to  all  the  inhabitans  of  the  Ma- 
hometan profeffion,  refiding  within 
the  walls  of  Muxadabad,  to  whom 
they  prefent  nutmegs,  w^hich  imply 

the 
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the  fame  formality  as  compliment 
cards  in  this  country.  The  guefts 
thus  invited  affembled  in  a great 
fquare^  large  enough  to  Contain  two 
thou  fan  d perfons,  under  a femiang. 
of  mufin  fupported  by  handfome 
poles  ere^led  at  a certain  diftance 
from  each  other ; the  f des  of  it 
were  alfo  made  of  niuf  in^  and  none 
would  be  fuffeved  to  enter  but  Ma- 
hometans. The  arrival  of  the  Mu.lna 
was  announced  by  the  Mufic,  who 
had  a kind  of  orcheftre  within  the 
femiana : attended  by  one  of  the 
Hajams,  heajiproached  tfe  child  who 
was  decked  with  jewels  and  arrayed 
in  fcarlct  mufiin,  and  lat  under  a 
beautiful  canopy  richly  ornamented 
with  lilk  hangings,  on  an  elegant 
cdbow  chair  with  velvet  cufhions 
VoL.  I,  L to 
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to  the  back  and  fides,  from  which 
he  was  taken  and  mounted  on  a 
horfe,  accompanied  by  four  men, 
liis  neareft  relations,  each  holding  a 
drawn  fword  in  his  hand,  who  alfo 
wore  a drefs.  of  fcarlet  muflin. 
People  of  condition,  among  tlie 
Mahometans,  contribute  largely  to 
the  magnificence  of  this  ceremony ; 

• and  appear  on  horfeback  in  the 
midft  of  the  gay  alTembly,  with 
their  fineft  camels  in  rich  furniture 
led  after  them. 

But  to  return  — the  child  was 
conduced  in  this  manner  to  a cha- 
pel, at  the  door  of  w^hich  he  alit, 
affifted  by  his  four  relations,  who 
entered  with  him  into  the  facred 
building,  where  he  bowed  in  ado- 
ration 
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ration  to  one  of  the  Prophets,  re- 
peating with  his  kindred,  fome 
prayers  he  had  been  before  taught 
by  his  parents  ; after  this  pious 
duty  is  over,  he  is  again  mounted 
on  his  horfe,  and  led  to  another 
chapel,  where  he  goes  through  the 
fome  forms,  and  fo  on  to  them  all, 
praying  with  the  reft  of  the  com- 
pany, and  fervently  imploring  in 
the  attitude  of  proftrate  humility, 
the  great  Alla  to  protect  him  from 
every  harm  in  the  a6l  of  circum- 
cifton. 

After  they  liad  taken  their  rounds 
to  the  different  places  of  worftiip, 
they  returned  to  the  fquare  in 
which  the  femiana  was  erefted,  and 
placed  him  under  the  glittering  ca- 
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nopy,  upon  his  accuftomed  chair. 
The  malic  that  played  before  him, 
fuddenly  ceafed,  when  the  Mulna 
appeared  in  his  facredotal  robes, 
holding  a filver  bafon  of  confecrated 
water,  with  which  he  fprinkled  him; 
while  the  Hajam  flowly  advancing 
in  order  to  circumcife  him,  inllant- 
ly  performed  the  operation.  In 
this  critical  moment,  every  indivi- 
dual in  the  numerous  crowd,  ftood 
on  one  foot,  and  joined  his  father 
and  mother  in  heartfelt  petitions  to 
Heaven  for  his  fafety.  The  Mafic 
again  flruck  up,  and  played  fome 
cheerful  airs  ; ~ after  which,  the 
child  was  taken  home  by  his  parents 
and  put  to  bed.  The  company  be- 
ing ferved  with  water  and  napkins 
by  the  Hajams,  wafhed  their  hands 

and 
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and  fat  down  barefooted  on  a ricli 
carpet,  to  partake  of  a favourite 
difh  called  by  the  natives  pelou^ 
compofed  of  ftewed  rice  and  meat 
liighly  feafoned,  which  they  are  in 
general  fond  of.  Tlie  entire  fcenewas 
illuminated  with  torches,  wliich, 
by  a flrong  reflexion  of  artificial 
luflre,  feemed  to  heighten  the  fplen- 
dor  of  their  ornaments. 
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•EAR  SIR, 

I SHAiX  now  proceed  to  give 
you  fome  account  of  the  form  ot 
marriage  among  the  Mahometans, 
which  is  generally  folemnized  with 
all  the  external  fhow  of  Oriental 
pageantry.  The  parents  of  the 
young  people,  firff  treat  on  the  fiib- 
pS.  of  uniting  them  in  the  bands  of 
.wedlock,  and  if theymutually agree 
on  a conneftion  between  them,  the 
happy  p3.1r,  who  were  never  per- 
mitted to  fee  each  other,  nor  even 
confulted  about  their  union,  are 
joined  in  marriage  at  a very  youth- 
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ful  time  in  life,  the  female  feldom 
exceeding  the  r.ge  of  twelve,  and 
the  lad  little  more  advanced  in 
years  : they  mull  always  be  of  the 
fame  cafl,  and  trade  ; for  a v/eaver 
will  not  give  Ins  daugliter  to  a man 
of  any  other  occupation : in  the  high- 
er feenes  of  life,  each  of  the  parties 
brina:  a fplendii  fortune  : ' but 
among  people  of  the  middle  clafs, 
the  woman  has  feldom  more  allot- 
ted her  than  her  apparel,  furniture, 
and  a few  ornaments  of  feme  value, 
as  the  parents  of  the  man  provide 
for  both,  by  giving  him  a portion 
of  fuch  property  as  they  can  afford  ; 
in  land,  merchandize,  or  ymple- 
ments  of  trade,  according  to  their 
iituation.  When  they  conclude  all 
matters  to  their  fatisfd6lion,  Kajams 
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are  fent  with  nutmegs,  in  the  uCaal 
form,  to  invite  their  fi'iendsani  ac- 
quaintance to  the  wedding,  and  the 
houfcs  of  each  party  are  adorned 
'with  green  branches  and  flowers. 
Outfide  the  doors  they  erecl  galle- 
ries for  the  musicians,  under  which, 
are  rows  of  feats  or  benches  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  lower  clafs  of 
people,  who  are  forbid  any  clofer 
communication.  Allured  by  invi- 
tation and  the  love  ofpleafure,  the 
welcome  guefts  arrive,  and  difco- 
ver  the  houfes  by  the  green  branch- 
es and  flowers  with  which  they  are 
gayly  dreffed,  to  diflinguifh.  them 
from  others.  The  entire  week  is 
fpeht  in  the  utmoft  mirth  and  con- 
vivial enjoyment.  The  fineft  fear- 

let  muflin  is  procured  for  the  young 

people 


people  and  their  relations,  by  their 
parents  on  both  fides  : thofe  of  the 
youth  fupply  the  d relies  of  the 
young  woman  and  her  hindred  ; and 
her"s  furnilh  liim  and  his  relatives 
with  fuitable  apparel. 

Thus  arrayed,  the  bridegroom  is 
carried  on  a palanquin,  witli  lighted 
torches  in  his  train^  attended  by  a 
number  of  people,  to  the  houfe  of 
the  bride,  whofe  friends  meet  him 
on  the  way.  At  his  arrival,  the 
ceremony  is  performed,  if  tlie  man- 
lion  be  large  enough  to  contain  the 
cheerful  throng  that  alTemble  on 
this  feftive  occafion  ; if  not,  whicli 
is  generally  the  cafe,  a femiana  is 
ere61ed  in  a fpacious  fquare,  in  the 
centre  of  which  is  a canopy  about 

feven 
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feven  feet  higf>5  covered  on  the  top 
with  the  fineft  fhow^white  mnllin, 
and  decorated  infide  with  diveriified 
figures  reprelenting  the  fun,  moon, 
and  ftars.  Beneath  this  temporary 
dome,  the  coy  maid  reclines  on  a 
foft  cufirion,  in  an  eafy  polfure, 
while  the  raptured  youth,  fcouring 
through  fancy’s  lawn,  on  the  wings 
of  expectation,  and  already  antici- 
pating the  iov’Ts  of  connubial  felici- 
ty, leans  oppofite  his  fable  Dulci* 
nea  in  a fimilar  attitude.  T he 
breathing  inftruments  now  wake 
their  trembling  flrirxgs  to  announce 
the  coming  of  the  Mulna,  wlio  en- 
ters the  feene  with  an  air  of  cha- 
rafleriflic  folemnity : the  mufic 
gradually  ccafcs,  till  it’s  expiring 
voice  is  lulled  into  a profound 

filence 
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filencc ; and  tlie  Pried:  opens  the 
alcoran,  which  is  held  according  to 
cudiom  by  four  perfons,  one  at  each 
corner,  and  reads,  in  grave  accents, 
the  ceremony.  Tlic  bride  and 
bridegroom  interchange  rings, 
wliicli  tliey  put  on  their  fingers; 
and  one  of  the  bridemaids,  fuppofed 
to  be  lier  relation,  comes  behind 
both,  who  are  veiled,  and  ties,  in 
a clofe  knot,  the  ends  of  their 
fiiawls  together,  to  fignify  yheir 
firm  union.  The  Mulna,  finp.lly, 
confecrates  a glafs  of  water  and 
fugar,  which  he  prefents  to  them  : 
they  alternately  tadie  it,  but  the 
man  gives  it  round  to  a few  feleft 
friends  of  the  company,  who,  in 
turn,  put  it  to  their  lips,  wifhing 
happinefs  to  the  married  couple. 
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They  now  fit  down  to  an  elegant 
^fupper^  after  wliich  the  dancing 
girls  are  introduced,  who  make  a 
Iplendid  appearance,  clothed  in 
emiaroidered  filks  and  muflins,  and 
moving  in  a variety  of  loofe  atti- 
tudes that  allure  aiiniiralion  and 
excite  the  pafTions. 

Vvdien  the  entertainment  is  over, 
a lilver  plate  not  unlike  a falver,  is 
carried  about,  into  which  almoft 
every  individual  drops  fome  pecu- 
niary gratuity  to  reward  the  trou- 
ble of  the  Hajams,  and  the  guefts 
retire  in  company  with  the  newly 
wedded  pair,  who  are  conveyed  on 
feparate  palanquins' to  the  houfe  of 
his  father,  while  bands  of  mnfic  in 
cheerful  mood  are  playing  before 

them, 
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them,  numerous  torches  fiaminsr 
round  them-,  that  feem  with  their 
blaze  to  dilperl'e  tlie  gloom  of 
night,  and  lire-works,  exhibiting 
in  the  ambient  air,  a variety  of 
dazzling  figures.  "When  they  ar^ 
rive,  the  M'ulna  gives  the^n  his 
benedi61;ion,  and  fprinkles  the  peo- 
ple about  them,-  with  perfumed 
water  coloured  with  faffron  ; a fe- 
cond  entertainment  is  tlien  pre- 
pared for  their  friends  and  ac- 
quaintance, which  concludes  the 
hymeneal  feflivily.  Among  peo- 
ple of  rank,  merchants,  and  tradef- 
men,  who  have  made  any  acquilitit. 
ons,  in  life,  the  Lady  never  goes 
outfide  the  doors  after  marriage, 
except  when  fhe  is  carried  on  a 
palanquiUj  ivhi.ch  is  fo  well  covered 
Vo  I,.  I,  that 
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that  fne  cannot  be  feen  by-,  any 
body.  A man  of  any  confequence, 
in  India,  does  not  hir  out  for  a 
week  after  his  nuptials,  and  would 
deem  it  difhonourable  to  fuffer 
his  wife  to  appear  in  public : the 
indigence  of  the  poorer  kind  of 
, people  precludes  them  from  the 
obfervance  of  this  pun61;ilio.  The 
huiband’s  entire  property  after  his 
deceafe,  comes  into  the  poffeffion 
of  Ins  wife.  It  may  be  here  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  Hindoo,  as  well  as 
the  Mahornetan,  fliudders  at  tlie 
idea  of  expoling  women  to  the  pub- 
lic eye:  they  are  held  fo  facred  in 
India,  that  even  the  foldier  in  tlie 
rage  of  fiaughter  will  not  only 
IparOj  bnt  even  protedl  them.  The 
Hara.m  i«  a f^n6tuary  againft  the 

horrors 
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horrors  of  walling  war,  and  ruffians 
covered  with  the  blood  of  a huf. 
bandj  fbrink  back  with  confulion 
at  the  apartment  of  his  wife. 
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LETTER  XIV. 


DEAR  S1R> 

THE  Mahometans  are,  in  gene- 
ral, a very  healthfhl  people  : re- 
fraining from  the  ufe  of  Rrong  li- 
quors, and  accuftomed  to  a tempe- 
rate diet,  they  have  bnt  few  dif- 
eafes,  for  vhich  their  own  expe- 
rience commonly  finds  lome  fim- 
ple  yet  efie^tual  remedy.  When 
they  are  vifited  by  ficknefs,  they 
bear  it  with  much  compofure  of 
mind,  partly  through  an  expedta- 
tion  of  removing  their  diforder,  by 
their  own  manner  of  treating  it : 
but  when  they  perceive  their  ma- 
lady 


DEAN  MAHOMET. 


ladv  grows  too  violent,  to  fubmit 
even  to  the  utmoft  exertions  of 
their  lleill,  they  fend  for  a Mulna, 
wlio  comes  to  tlie  bedlide  of  the. 
lick  perfon,  and  putting  his  hand 
over  him,  feels  that  part  of  his 
body  moll  affefted,  and  repeats, 
with  a degree  of  fervency,  feme 
pious  prayers,  by  the  efficacy  of 
which,  it  is  fuppofed  the  ])atient 
will  fpeedily  recover,  ddie  Maho- 
metans meet  death  with  nneommen 
rclignation  and' fortitude,  confider- 
ing  it  only  as  the,  means  of  enlarg- 
ing them  from  a flate  of  mortal 
captivity,  and  opening  to  them  a 
free  and  glorious  palfage  to  the 
manfions  of  blifs.  Tliofe  ideas 
confole  them  on  the  bed  of  lick- 
nefs ; and  even  amid  the  pangs  of 
M 3 dilffilutioib 


dirTolution,  the^parting  foul  lli'ug- 
gling  to  leave  its  earthly  prifon, 
and  panting  for  the  joys  of  immor- 
tality, changes,  at  bright  intervals, 
the  terrors  of  the  grim  Monarch 
into  the  fmiles  of  a Cherub,  who 
invites  it  to  a happier  region. 

»r 

When  a iDerfon  dies  among  them, 
the  neighbours  of  the  fame  religi- 
ous principles,  bring  the  ft-imiiy  of 
the  deceafed  to  their  houfes,  and 
ufe  every  means  to  comfort  them 
in  their  affliction.  The  corpfe  is 
llretched  on  the  death  bed,  v’hich 
is  covered  wkh  white  muilin,  and 
adorned  with  flowers : wax  tapers 
are  lit  about  it,  and  the  room  hung 
round  with  white  cotton-  Numbers 
afiemble  together  to  pray  for  the 

'departed 
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departed  fpirit,  and  tv/cnty-four 
hours  after  the  deeeafe  of  tlie  ]>rr- 
fon,  on  account  of  the  cxctfflve 
heat  of  the  climate,  tlie  body  is 
wrapped  up  in  muilin,  and  earned 
towards  the  grave,  iic^r  v.’hich  it 
is  laid  down,  before  it  is  interred  : 
all  the  peojDle  who  attend  the  fu^ 
neral  kneel  in  a dire6l  line  befide 
it,  imploring  the  great  Alla  to  give 
the  foul  eternal  rell  ; it  is  tlien 
configned  to  the  blent  feene  of  in- 
terment, and  the  relations  throw  a 
little  clay  on  it,  after  which  it  is 
covered.  The  Mulna  confecratesa 
quantity  of  thin  cakes,  which  he 
diftributes  in  broken  pieces  among 
the  people,  who  lharc  them  with 
each  other  and  join  in  prayer, 
while  theeldcft  fbh  of  the  deceafed 

fprinkles 
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Iprinkles  the  grave  with  holy  wa- 
ter, and  fpreads  a large  white 
fheet  over  it.  Four  days  after  the 
funeral,  the  relatives  entertain  their 
neighbours  and  a multitude  of  poor 
people  with  unlimitted  hofpitality, 
who,  in  gratitude  for  their  munifi- 
cence, offer  up  their  united  petiti- 
ons to  Heaven  for  the  Idnfman  of 
their  benefa6tors. 

People  of  condition  have  grand 
monuments  erefted  to  their  memo- 
ry, and  lamps  lighting  at  their 
tombs  throughout  the  year : tlieir 
houfes  alfo,  on  certain  feftivals,  are 
magnificently  illuminated  in  re- 
membrance of  them.  The  poorer 
natives  perform  this  ceremony  at 
the  grave  and  their  own  liabitaiions, 

but 
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bwt  oTice  in  tbe  year,  for  a ifewt 
^pace  of  time.  After  the  death  'of' 
a hufband,  his  wife  puts  on  no 
mourning,  and  d if  robing  herfctf  of 
all  the  ornaments  of  drefs  and 
jewels,  wears  only  plain  white  niuf- 
lin.  In  the  middle  walk  of  life, 
the  widow  enjoys  the  foie  property, 
which,  making  fome  referve  for 
herfcif,  fhe  generally  divides  in  a 
very  equitable  manner,  among  her 
children  : in  more  elevated  fituati- 
ons,  the  fon  fucceeds  his  father  in 
rank  or  employment. 

The  Mahometans  are  ftri61  adlie- 
rents  to  the  tenets  of  their  religion, 
which docsnot,  by  anymeans^  conlift 
in  that  enthuliaftic  veneration  for 
Mahomet fb  generally  conceived  : it 

coididers 
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confulers  much  more,  as  its  prima- 
ry objeft,  the  unity  of  the  fupreme 
Being,  under  the  name  of  Alla  ; 
Mahomet  is  only  regarded  in  a fe- 
cendary  point  of  view,  as  the  mif- 
fionary of  that  unity,  merely  for  def- 
troying  the  idol  worfhip,  to  which 
Arabia  had  continued  fo  long  un- 
der bondage  : and  fo  far  from  ad- 
drefung  him  as  a deity,  that  in  their 
oraifons^  they  do  n6t  pray  to  him, 
but  for  him^  recommending  him  to 
the  divine  mercy  : it  is  a raiflaken, 
though  a generally  received  opini- 
on, tiiat  pilgrimages  were  made  to 
liis  tomb,  which,  in  a religious  fenfe, 
were  only  diredled  to  what  is  called 
the  cahabah  or  holy-houfe  at  IMec- 
ca,  an  idol  temple  dedicated  by  him 
to  the  unity  of  God.  His  tomb  is 

at 
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at  Medina,  vHited  by  the  Maliome- 
tans,  purely  out  of  curiofity  and 
reverence  to  liis  memory.  Mofl  of 
his  followers  carry  their  veneration 
for  the  fupreme  Being  fo  far,  as 
not  only,  never  to  mention  the 
word  Alla  or  God,  on  any  common 
occalion,  but  think  it  in  fome  de- 
gree blafp heinous  to  praife  or  de- 
fine a Being,  whom  tliey  conlider 
as  fo  inirnitely  tranfeendant  to  all 
praife,  definition  or  comprclien- 
fion.  Thus,  they  carry  their  feru- 
pulolity  to  fuch  a length,  as  not 
even  to  approve  of  calling  him 
good,  righteous^  or  merciful,  from 
their  thinking  fucli  epithets  fuper- 
fluous  and  impertinent ; as  if  one 
were  emphatically  to  fay  of  a man 
that  he  had  a head,  or  any  other 

member 
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member  neceffkry  to  the  human 
form  : for  they  conceive  it  to  be  a 
nroianation  of'  the  name  of  God,  to 
accompany  it  with  human  attri^ 
butes;  and. -that  no  idea  can  be  fo 
acceptable  to  that  Being,  as  the 
name  itfelfi  a fubilantive  infinitely 
fuperior  and  independent  of  the 
connexion  of  any  adjeclive  to  give 
it  the  leaft  degree  of  additional 
' emphafisj  ^ 
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LETTER  XV. 


DEAR  SIR, 

I SHALL  now  cliange  the  fubjccl 
from  gra^e  to  gny^  and  endeavour 
to  entertain  you  with  fome  account 
jof  the  dancing  girls  of  this  country. 
At  a very  youthful  time  of  life, 
they  are  regularly  trained  in  all  the 
arts  of  plealing,  by  a hackneyed 
matron,  worn  in  the  campaigns  of 
Venus,  whofe  pall  experience  ren- 
ders her  perfectly  adeopiate  to  the 
talk  of  inilru61.ion,  for  which  fhe 
receives  from  her  pupils  a fhare  of 
the  pecuniary  favours  conferred  on 
them  by  their  gallants,  and  alfb 
VkL.  1.  bf  procures 
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procures  tiiem  every  article  ofdrefs 
that  can  fet  them  off  to  advantage. 
They  have  different  places  of  abode, 
fo  me  times  occupying  the  hand- 
fomeft  houfes  in  tovi^ns  or  cities- 
and  in  the  dne  feafon  of  the.  year, 
they  retire  to  the  country,  where 
their  villas,  gardens,  bowsers,  and 
every  other  rural  improvement,  are 
laid  out  in  ..fuch  a manner,  as  to 
allure  the  moil  unconcerned  ob- 
ferver.  Hither,  fqme  of  the  jjrin- 
cipal  Kabobs  and  European  Gen- 
tlemen of  tlie  firff  diflindlion,  are 
drawn  by  the  love  of  pleafure,  and 
lavifh  immenfe,  fums  on  thefe  crea- 
tures, who  are  generally  recruited 
out  of  the  people  of  all  caffs  and 
denomin-ations,  though  not  witli- 
Qut  a' peculiar  attention  to  beauty 

or 
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or  agreeablenefs ; yet,  even  tlie 
knowledge  of  their  being  fo  com- 
mon, is  with  many  totally  forgot- 
ten in  the  ravifhing  difplay  of  their 
natural  and  acquired  charms.  They 
dance  to  the  mulic  of  cymbals, 
fifes,  and  drums,  tliey  term  turn- 
turns,  and  often  reprefent  in  panto- 
mime fuch  feenes,  as  a lover  court- 
ing his  miftrefs ; a procurefs,  er>  • 
deavouring  to  feduce  a woman 
from  cue  gallant  to  another ; and 
a girl,  timorous  and  afraid  of  be- 
ing caught  in  an  intrigue.  All 
thefe  love- feenes,  tliey  perform,  in 
geHurcs,  air,  and  lleps,  with  well- 
adapted  exprefiio.n.  In  feme  cf 
tlicir  dances,  even  in  public,  mo- 
dcily  is  not  much  refpefted  in  tlie 
motions  of  tlicir  limbs,  tlie  quiver- 
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iDg  of  their  hips,  and  other  lafci- 
viors  attitudes,  into  which  they 
throw  themfelves,  without  expofing 
any  nudity.  But  in  private  parties^ 
they  introduce  other  dances,  in 
which,  though  they  never  offend 
delicacy,  by  difeovering  any  part  of 
their  bodies,  they  betray  fuch  faf- 
cinating  looks  and  poftures,  as  are 
probably  more  dangerous.  Infhort, 
there  is  no  attra6fion,  of  v;hich 
they  are  not  capable,  and  by  thefe 
unfailing  arts,  they  frequently  ar- 
rive at  the  temple  of  fortune.  In 
many  parts  of  India,  there  are  feve- 
ral  fine  Mahometan  chapels  built 
by  them,  and  rich  fa6lories  eflab- 
Hfhed,  where  various  artifans  and 
tradefmen  find  the  greatefl  encou- 
ragement. 
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The  cl  refs  of  thefe  women,  which 
differs  according  to  the  cuftom  of 
the  country,  is  in  all,  liowever,  tlie 
moil  fplendid  conceivable.  Their 
perfons  glitter  with  jewels  from 
liead  to  toe,  fince  even  on  their 
toes  tliey  wear  rings.  Carcanets 
adorn  their  nechs,  bracelets  their 
arms,  and  chains  of  gold  and  lilver, 
enriched  with  jDrecious  ftones,  their 
very  ankles.  They  alfo  wear  nofe- 
jewels,  to  which  tlie  familiar  eye  is 
Ibon  reconciled.  Their  breafts  are 
covered  with  thin  miifin,  crnbel- 
lifbcd  with  gems, ’and  the  fwell  of 
the  tempting  befom  cifplayed  to 
fuch  advantage,  warms  even  frigid 
infeniibility  with  a glow  of  fofl: 
fenfations.  Tlicir  necklaces  are 
compofed  of  fou^is  ftrung  tope- 
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tlier,  which  they  call  mogrees,  re- 
fembling  Spanifh  double  jelTamy, 
but  of  a more  agreeable  odor,  and 
preferable  to  any  perfumes,  delight- 
ing at  once  the  light  and  fmell. 
Their  drefs  conlills  of  a long  white 
muflin  gown,  extremely  clear  and 
fine,  with  a lliort  body  and  long 
heeves,  and  the  fkirt  which  con- 
tains near  twenty  yards,  is  orna- 
mented in  its  train,  with  lilver 
fringe  ; a_  long  troufers  made  of 
fancy  lilic,  exaflly  litted  to  their 
fhapes,  and  a large  Oiawl,  that 
covers'  the  head  and  fhoulders,  em- 
broidered with  a deep  lilver  fringe. 
On  the  head  they  wear  jewels  and 
fiowers  • and  their  long  black  hair 
is  generally  braided.  Many  of 
them^  efpecially  thofe  in  commerce 

with 
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with  the  Moguls  and  Moors,  follow 
the  old  Eaftcrn  cuftom,  of  forming 
a black  circle  round  their  eye- 
borders,  by  drawing  a bodkin  be- 
tween them,  with  their  eye-lids 
fhut,  that  both  tides  may  receive 
the  tint  of  the  flibium,  or  powder 
of  antimony  tliat  flicks  to  the  bod- 
kin. The  powder  is  called  by  them 
furma ; which  they  imagine  rc- 
frefhes  and  cools  the  eye,  befides 
exciting  its  luflre,  by  the  ambient 
blacknefs.  They  avoid  every  de- 
gree of  affeftcTion  in  their  milli- 
ners, and  copy  nature,  as  their 
grand  original,  in  the  imitation 
and  refinement  of  which,  cheir  art 
chiefly  conflffs.  Befides,  they  have 
nothing  of  tliat  impudence 

whicli  charaft-tifes  the  European 
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proftitiites  ; their  ftyle  of  feduHion 
being  all  foftnefs  and  gentlenefs  : 
their  carefles  are  not  only  well  ma- 
naged, but  well  timed  in  the  cloy- 
ing minutes  of  fatiety.  There  are 
fome  of  them,  even  amidil  their 
vices  and  depravity,  whofe  minds 
are  finely  imprefie.d  with  generous 
fentiments.  The  follow  ing  authen- 
tic account  is  a ftriking  proof  of 
it:  ' 

One  of  them  lived,  fome  years 
ago,  at  a pleafant  feat  a few  miles 
from  CoiTumbuzar,  where  file  had 
been  vifited  by  fome  of  the  princi- 
pal m<!in  of  the  country,  among 
whom  was  a rich  fadfor,  whofe  at- 
tachments to  her  diverted  his  at- 
tention from  bufinefs,  in  fuch  a 

manner, 
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manner,  that  he  became  a l2>ank- 
rupt.  This  misfortune  pteyed  fo 
much  on  his  mind,  that  liis  melan- 
choly could  not  well  efcape  the 
obfervation  of  his  miftrefsj  from 
whom  he  endeavoured  to  conceal  it 
as  much  as  polTible,  dreading  to  be 
fbrTakeii  by  her  in  his  poverty. 
After  repeated  entreat!^  on  her 
part,  he,  at  length,  made  her  ac- 
quainted with  his  lituation  : fhe  fud- 
denly  left  him,  and  to  his  great 
aftonifhment,  fhortly  returned 
with  money  and  effe61s,  to  fuch 
an  amount  as  enabled  him  to 
conduct  his  bulinefs  with  more 
Ipirit  and  application  than  ever. 

Here  is  an  infiance,  that  even  the 

human 
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human  heart  plunged  in  crimes  and 
immorality,  may  fometimes  be 
roufed  from  its  torpor  by  the  voice 
of  humanity. 
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LETTER  RVI. 


DEAR  SIR, 

THAT  part  of  our  J'.rmy  which 
we  left  in  Calcutta,  arrived  at  Ea^ 
rahaiTtpore  before  our  departure ; 
and  lliortl/ after,  the  entire  brigade 
received  orders  to  march  to  Oena- 
pore,  where  we  arrived  in  the 
year  l775.  On  the  Bengal  eftab-. 
lifnment,  there  are  three  brigades, 
who  all  wear  the  ufual  fcarlet  unir 
form  ! that  of  the  Rrft  is  faced 
with  blue  of  the  fccond  with 
black  — and  the  third  with  yel- 
low. Each  brigade  contains  one  re- 
giment of  Europeans^  fix  regiments 

or 
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or  twelve  battalions  of  Seapoys, 
three  companies  of  European  Ar- 
tillery, five  companies  of  native 
/irtillery,  called  Gullenclae,  and 
two  companies  of  native  Cavalry. 
A regiment  of  Seapoys  on  the  pre- 
fent  eftablirb.meiit,  confifls  of  two 
battalions,  each  battalion  500  men 
or  five  companies,  with  a Captain, 
two  Lieutenants,  three  Enligns^  one 
Serjeant-Major,  Europeans  ; befidcs 
one  Comedan,  five  Subidars,  ten 
Jemidars,  thirty  Howaldars,  thirty 
llomaldars,  five  Tombourwallas, 
live  Bafleewallas,  and  five  Troohe-, 
wallas,  Natives, 

As  you  may  not  underfland  thofe 
terms,  I fhall  tlius  explain  them  to 
you  ; 


Comedan 
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Comedan  fignifies  a Captain 

Subidar a Lieutenant 

Jemida;* an  Ln/tgn 

Howaldar a Serjeant 

Homaldar  a Corporal 

Seapoy  a private  Soldier 

Tombourwalla ...  a Drummer 

Bafleewalla a Fife 

Troohee walla  .,...  a Trumpeter 

» 

The  Scapoys  are  compofed  of Ma- 
hometaiis  and  Hindoos,  who  make 
no  other  diftinflion  in  their  exte^- 
.rior  appearance,  than  that  the  Kin.- 
doos  colour  each  fide  of  the  face 
and  forehead  with  a kind  of  red 
paint,  produced  from  the  timber  of 
the  faijdal  tree.  The  drefs  of  both, 
is  a thin  mufiin  fiiirt,  a red  coat  in 
uniform,  a turban,  fafii^  and  fiiort 
VoL.  I.  O trcufers. 
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troiifers.  Tlie  turban,  wliich  is  of 
niufliit,  is  molily  blue  as  Vyrellastlie 
fafh  : it  is  quite  fmall,  fitted  very 
clofely  to  the  head,  and  not  unlike 
a Scotch  bonnet  in  form,  except  that 
the  front  is  more  flat,  to  which 
they  affix  a cockade  of  white  muf- 
lin  puffed  and  trimmed  with  lilver 
lace,  with  a fiiar  in  the  niiddle.  It 
is  alfo  ornamented  with  curious 
narrow  feflocns  made  of  thin  wire. 
Round  the  neck  are  worn  two  or 
three  rows  of  wooden  heads,  and  a 
ffiield  on  the  left  ffioulder.  An  Of- 
ficer wears  lilver  or  glafs  beads,  a 
coat  of  fcarlet  cloth,  in  uniform 
with  the  brigade  to  which  he  be- 
longs, a blue  faffi  and  turban,  cen- 
tadning  twenty  yards  each,  a pair  of 

long 
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long  troufers,  half  boots,  and  a ihield 
on  the  left  fhoulder. 

The  Seapoys,  who  are  in  general 
well  difcipliiied  in  the  ufe  of  arms, 
ferve  as  a flrong  reinforcement  to  a 
much  lefs  number  ofEuropeans,  and 
on  many  occaiions,  difplay  great 
firmnefs.and  refolution. 

As  a fequel  to  this  letter,  I beg 
leave  to  fubjoin  an  alphabetical  ex- 
planation of  Periian  and  Indian 
terms,  not  commonly  underflood  in 
this  country. 
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EXPLANATION 

O F 

PERSIAN  AND  INDIAN  TERMS. 


A. 

Amdanny — Imports 
Argee — a Petition 

AfTammees Dealers  in  differ tni 

branches  of  trade 


Rang — an  intoxicating  Juice  of  a 
get  able 

Bazar — a Market 
Baud  ilia  w — a King 


Baudlhaw- 
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Baudfliawjoddi— « Q^ecn 
Begum— Princefs 
Betel— leaf  g~r&wing  on  a mne^  and 
di&wed  by  all  ranks  of  people 
Brarain— « Prieji 

Buckferrias-r-/i9(?^  Soldiers,  with  on- 

\ ‘ ‘ ■ I*' 

ly  /word  and  target 

'Bu's.ety—Treafuter  to  the  Moguls  or 

Paymajier  of  troop!^ 

f -Bundar— Cufiom-honfe  v 

/ 

C. 

Cawn— a tith  of  dignity 
Codgi — a Bifhop 

Chap— a fmall  feaf  on  which  is  en- 
graved the  na  me  of  the  Nlo- 
gul 

Choultry-— open  houfe  for  Ml  tra- 
vellers 

O 3 
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Chout — a fourth  part  : or  a tribute 
exaSied  by  the  Morattoes 

Chowkeys — Turnpikes  ; or  guards  at 
landing  places 

Caffres — Negroes from  Africa^  trained 
up  as  foldier's  by  the  Eu- 
ropeans 

Cooley — a Porter^  or  Labourer  of  any 
kind 

Cofs — a dijiance  of  two  miles  and 
more 

Coffid — a foot  Meffenger  or  Poji 

Cowle — a prote'Slion 

Crore  of  Rupees — an  hundred  lacky 
er  near  l^^^OjOOol.Jierling 


D. 

Dawgalis — Cuftom-houfe  Offioers^  or 
Colhdiers 


Decoyt 
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Decoyt— (2  Robber 
Dew  an — King’s  Treafurer 
Dewanny — Superinttndency  over  the 
royal  revenues 

Dooley — a nvomaris  chair ^ like  a jedan 
Dummadali — a river 
Durbar — the  Court  or  Council  of  a 
Mogul  Prince 
Dulluk— order 

F. 

Firman— royal  mandate^  or  grant 
Fouzdar-— a Governor^  military  OjJi~ 

cer,  or  Renter 

G. 

f Gentoo— a native  Indian^  in  a Jiate 
of  idolatry 


Gomaflah 


' d ■ ■ ■' 
■//  ■; 
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Gomaftah— ^ Broker^  Fa’5loi\  or 
Agent 

G^jiTigQ— Grain  Market 
GsTfaWtrs— Carriers  of  palanq^uins 

H. 

Hackeries— or  coaches  drawn 
by  oxen 
Harkarahs— 

I-  . 

I 

Jag'hlre— « diftriei  granted  as  a mark 
of  honor ^ or  allotted  as  a 
penfion 

Jaggernaut— Gentoo  pagoda 
Jemidar— Enfgn 


Killedar 
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K. 

Killedar — the  Governor  of  a Fort 
Kiflbundee — Times  of  the  payment  of 
the  country  Revenues 

L. 

Lack  of  Rupees about  il^^ooL 

fierling, 

M. 

Maund— 70  So  pounds, 
at  Surat  only  37  pounds 
Moonfhee — a Perfian  Secretary 
Mulna — a Mahometan  Prieji 
y[ooriQ%--Writers 
Muchulcas— of  obligation 
Mufnud— throne  of  an  Indian 
Prince 


Muxadabad 
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Muxadabad— capital  of  Bengal 


N. 


Kabob — a Governor  of  a Province^ 
appointed  hy  the  Souhah 
Naib— rz  Dep  uty  to  the  Governor  of  a 
place 


O. 

'Omrahs — Privy  Counfellors  to  the 
Mogul,  and  men  of  the  frji 
rank  in  the  empire 

P. 

Paddy — Pice  in  the  Jiu/k  , 
Paddy-grounds— iviCd-  fields 
Pagoda — an  Indian  temple 

Pagoda 
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Pagoda— Indian  coin  ^joortli  Is.  *6d, 
Jlcrling 

Palanquin— <2  kind  of  canofy  htd  for 
travelling 

Parfees—  JVo  flippers  of  fire 
Patamar->^2.  Mefjenger  or  Pof 
Peons— joldiers  armed  with  i{ 
broad  fword 
Pergannahs— 

Perwannah— letter.^  ordei\  or  com- 
7nand 

V ett2ih-~the  town  fur roundiug  an  /«- 
dian  Fort 

Podor— (2  Money  Changer 
Pol}'gar— -i'/zf  Lord  of  a Fifridt 
Ponfivay  s — Guard-bdat^ 
V^li^hi—Grafits 


Raja 


CO  CO 
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R. 

Raja-T^4^  liighejt  title  claimed  hy  the 
Gent 00  Princes 

Royran— King^^  Ojjicer for  receive- 
ing  the  revenue 
R alftan  n y — £ 

Rupee.r-a  coin  about  QiS.  ^d.ferl 


S,  . 

^2iTitdz~TC6mriii/Jicns  from  the  IXIogul^ 
Souhahs^  or  Nabobs 
arclar— Officer  of  Horfe 
capoys — Indian  foot  foldiers^  hired 
and  difciplined  by  Europe -j 
ans. 

Shroff— « Banker 


Sircar 


»»?:  A N.  M A HOMF.T, 


»57 


Sircar— general  name  for  the  Go^ 
n:ernment^  or  thofe  concerned 
in  it 

Sirpah — a fich  drejs  of  the  country^ 
nvoTfi  by  nvay  oj  difindlion 
Soubah — the  Viceroy  of  the  Deckan^ 
or  of  Bengal 

T. 

Tank — a ponct^  or  pool  of  at er 

—the  Revemie  appropriated  by 
the  ]\Ioguf  for  maiutaining 
a feet  at  Surat 
Tankfal — a mint  for  coinage 
Teliiiga— Carmatic  country 
1 eiingas— raifed  in  the  Cfir-r 
natic 

'Turn  turns — ''.Brums 
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Topaffes— ^ tawney  race  of  foot  jr 
diersy  defc ended  from  me 
Portugucfe  marrying  naih:es^ 
md  culled  Topafjh^  hecavfe 
they  wear  hats 

Tunk^hs^— upon  lands^ 
or  rents  aftgned  to  the  Conu 
pany 

Twxikconn'diT-^TVardrohe 

GiTr3iri'ah,^^-Seraglio 

V.  - 

Vakeel— ««  Englift  Agent,  or  refi^ 
dent  at  the  Nahofs  court  - 

Vizerutr^/^5  grant  for  the  Vizierjhip 

Z. 

Zemin— 

;z:emindary^r— Officer  who  tahs 
care  of  the  rents  arifing  from 
the puMjc  lands.  . 

letter 
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LETTER  XVII. 


DEAR  SIR. 

ON  our  march  from  Deuapore  to 
Belgram,  we  halted  fome  days  at 
Benaras,  a rich  and  populous  city 
on  the  north  tide  of  the  Ganges, 
and  celebrated  for  it^s  learning  in 
paft  time.  There  was  once  a very 
fine  Obfervatory  here ; and  a few 
years  ago,  fome  European  Gentle- 
men, led  hither  by  the  love  of  fci- 
ence  and  antiquity,  difcovered  a 
great  many  ailronomical  inftru- 
mentSj  of  a large  lize,  admirably 
Well  contrived,  though  injured  by 
the  hand  of  time.  It  was  fuppofed 

P -2,  they 
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they  might  have  been  conilrufted 
feme  centuries  ago,  under  the  di- 
reition  of  the  great  Akbar,  the 
fond  votary  of  fcience,  and  the  dif- 
tinguifhed  patron  of  the  Bramins 
who  applied,  with  unwearied  affi- 
duity,  to  the.  fliudy  of  aftrcnomy. 

The  country  about  Benaras,  is 
coniidered  as  the  Paradife  of  India, 
remarkable  for  its  falubrious  air, 
falcinating  landfcapes,  and  inno- 
cence of  its  inhabitants,  whofe  iim- 
_ple  manners  had  a happy  influence 
on  all  who  lived  near  them.  Vihile 
waHeful  w^r  fpread  her  horrors 
over  other  parts  of  India,  this  blifs- 
ful  country  often  efcaped  her  ra- 
vages, perhaps  fecured  by  it’s  dif- 
tance  from  the  ocean,  or  more  pro- 
• ■ bably 
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bablyby  the  facred  chara6ler  afcrib- 
ed  to  the  fcene,  whieh  had,  through 
many  ages,  been  confidered  as  the 
repohtory  of  the  religion  and  learn- 
ing of  the  Bramins,  and  the  pre- 
vailing idea  of  the  Bmplicity  of  tlie 
native  Hindoos,  a people  unaccuf- 
toiTied  to  the  fanguinary  meafures 
of,  what  they  term,  civilized  nati- 
ons. 

But  to  return  — the  city  of  Be- 
naras  is  built  on  the  banks 
of  the  Ganges,  and  extends 
along  the  river  from  Rahajgaut,  at 
one  end,  to  Raja  Cheyt  Sing’s 
palace,  at  the  other,  which  makes  a 
diflance  of,  at  lead,  four  miles 
About  the  centre  of  the  city,  Bands 
an  ancient  and  lofty  pile  of  build- 
P 3 
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ing,  called  Mawdodaflhrohur, 
which  linker  the  eje,  at  firll:  view, 
with  a kind  of  fublime  aftonifh- 
ment,  and  appears  like  a colleftion 
of  rifing  towers  that  feem  to  fur- 
vey  in  majeftic  pride  the  fubje6l 
town  and  furrounding  country.  It 
is  the  temporary  refidence  of  the 
Hindoo  pilgrims,  who  occafionally 
occupy  it  as  they  journey  through 
this  peaceful  region.  At  fome  dif-  • 
tance  from  it,  is  the  elegant  edifice 

of  BenCj  anextenlive  dealer  in  di^- 

/ 

monds : this  manfion  is  built  at  a 
flip,  or  gaut,  called,  by  being  united 
v^ith  the  pioprietor's  name^  Bene- 
gaut ; as  if  we  faid,  Sullivan’s-quay, 
or  Frenclfs-llip.  There  are  alfo 
o ther  ' wharfs,  or  flips,  afeenoing 
from  the  river,  by  many  ftone 

Heps, 
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fteps,  termed  from  the  names  of 
the  owners,  who  have  built  line 
houfes  thereon,  Pearngaut^  Rana- 
gaut,  Pilleegaut,  Chowhgaul,  and 
Marattaguut,  &c. 

At  the  call  end  of  the  tov.m, 
there  is  a large  fquare  of  building, 
called  Serai,  encompafied  by  walls, 
and  laid  out  for  the  reception  of 
travellers  of  every  defeription  ; the 
better  fort  of  ]>eople  pay  for  their 
accommodation  ; but  the  poor  are 
entertained  free  of  expence : this 
laudable  inftitution  is  fupported  by 
the  voluntary  contributions  of  the 
merchants  of  the  city. 

There  are  many  other  handlbme 
dwtllings  belonging  to  tlie  different 

traders 
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traders  and  manufa6turers,  and  fe- 
veral  pagodas,  or  temples,  of  Hin- 
doo worfhip. 

Th£  Idreets  in  Benaras,  are  rather 
confmed  and  narrow ; and  the 
houfes,  which  are  crowded  to'ge- 
ther,  are  in  general  very  high  and 
flat  at  the  top,  where  the  inhabi- 
tants, in  the  cool  hours  of  the  day, 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  air.  In 
different  parts  of  the  town,  there 
are  tanks^  or  wells,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  citizens  and  the  refrefhment  of 

paflingflirangers,  who  if  inindigence, 

are  alfo  humanely  fuppbed  with 
food  byperfons  employed  to  attend 
at  the  tanks  for  this  very  purpofe. 
This  city  is  well  peopled,  and  per- 
fbns  of  confequence,  when  they  ap- 
♦ pear 
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pear  abroad,  either  on  horfeback  or 
in  their  palanquins,  are  attended  in 
great  pomp,  by  numerous  retinues. 
Manufa6lures  of  filk  are  carried  on 
here  to  a great  degree  of  perfe^ion, 
and  few  places  in  India  can  furpals 
this  market  in  fuch  a varied  alfort- 
ment  of  fattins,  keemcauf,  and 
gooldbudthen,  an  elegant  kind  of 
filk,  beautifully  wrought  with  flow- 
ers of  gold,  b'biides  muflin  fhawls, 
embroidered  with  gold  and  fllver 
at  each  border.  It  is  alfo  remark- 
able for  it’s  fine  carpets,  faltpetre, 
fugar,  muik,  and  perfumes ; and 
trades  largely  with  the  Morattoes, 
and  otlier  dealers  of  India,  with 
whom  its  commodities  are  bartered 
for  their  diamonds,  and  other  arti- 
cles of  value. 

About 
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About  three  miles  north  of  the 
city,  Hands  the  Raja’s  [salace,  a fu- 
perb  fflanlion,  where  he  ' ufually 
ipends  the  fummer  feafon,  amidft 
the  delightful  fccnery  of  groves, 
lawns,  umbrageous  walks,  ponds, 
and  cafcades. 
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hear  sir, 

YOU  will  now  expe6l  from  me, 
an  account  of  the  Hindoos,  the  na- 
tives of  this  country;  who  are 
claffed  into  four  tribes,  namely, 
Bramins,  Sittri,  Bice,  and  Sudder. 
The  Bramins,  or  firft  clafs,  which- 
are  efteemed  the  moil  ancient  and 
honourable,  are  the  Priefts,  the 
Inflru61ors  and  P.hilofophers : the 
Sittri,  or  fecond  clafs,  are  the  mili- 
tary, who  are  entrufled  with  the 
defence  and  government  ,of  the 
Bate  ; in  war,  the  foldiers  who  fight 
it’s  battles;  in  peace,  the  mfigiftrates 

and 
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and  rulers  who  dirc6l  it’s  councils  : 
the  Bice,  or  third  clafs,  are  the  mer- 
chants and  hufbandmen,  wiio  pro- 
vide the  neceilaries  and  comforts  of 
life  by  trade  and  agriculture,  and 
thereby  circulate  through  various 
channels  the  wealth  of  the  nation  : 
the  Sudder,  or  fourth  clafs,  are  the 
artifans,  labourers,  and  fervants. 
There  is  another  clafs,  whicli  is  the 
meanefl  of  all,  compofed  of  cher- 
wallees  or  gold-finders,  chemars 
or  fhoe-makers,  and  domerah  or 
baflcet-makers,  w ho  are  held  in  fuch 
fovereign  deteflation,  that  the  very 
mention  of  their  names  conveys  to 
the  mind  of  a Hindoo,  every  idea 
of  meannefs  and  fervility.  Ko  per- 
fon,  unlefs  he  be  excommunicated, 
can  quit  his  call,  or  tribe  ; nor  will 

he. 


IPEAN  MAHOMET.  169 


he,  on  any  account,  be  admitted  in-- 
to  any  other,  This  diftindtion  of 
the  people  into  different  clafTes, 
leems  to  be  an  inftitution  of  fome 
antiquity^  and  probably  will  contir- 
nue  unaltered  till  the  end  of  time, 
fo  fteady  and  peri’everin.g  is  every 
individual  in  his  attachment  to  Ids 
refpedlive  caft. 

The  Bramin«  are  again  divided 
into  five  orders:  firfi;,  into  thofe 
that  eat  no  fi'efh  : fecond,  into  thofe 
that  eat  feme  kind  of  flefh:  third, 
thofe  that  marry  : fourth,  thofe  thS^-«,;iw 
vow  celibacy  : and  fifth,  the  Bra- 
mins  that  forbear  walking  at  all,  . 
■for  fear  of  deftroying  fome  living 
creatures  ; thefe  wear  a piece  of  filk 
pr  muilin  before  their  mouths,  leff 

Vor-  I.  the 
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the  fmallell  fly  fhcrild  be  drawn  In 
by  their  breath.  They  are  fo  ex- 
ceedingly fcrnpulous  in  this  reTpeft^ 
that  they  will  not  born  wood, 
through  an  appreheroon  of  deflroy- 
ing  any  infe6V.  by,  it  j and  they  al- 
ways carry  a brufh  in  their  hands 
to  fweep  the  place  they  detign  to 
fit  on,  left  theyfhould  dillodge  the 
foul  of  fome  animal  Their  ferupu- 
lolity  arifes  from  a belief  in  the 
tranfmigration .of  fouls,  and  their 
followers  are  fo  firmly  perfuaded 
that  departed  foulsenter  the  bodies 
of  animals,  that  they  no  fooner  obr 
ferve  any  of  them  frequent  their 
houfes,  than  they  immediately  con, 
elude,  their  deceafed  friends,  under 
this  new  difguife,  cejne  to  vifit 
thetn,  They  cannot,  witheut  hor- 
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ror,  think  of  depriving  any  thing 
of  life,  and  do  not  lefs  refpeft  it  in 
the  fmalkH  than  in  the 

huge  elepliant. 

They  hold  there  is  but  one  God 
infinitely  perfect,  who  has  exiled 
from  all  eternity;  but  that  there 
are  three  fubordinate  Deities,  name- 
ly, Erama,  whom  he  veiled  with 
the  power  of  creation  ; Wh  ill  now, 
the  preferver;  and  Routcren,  the 
enemy  and  deftroyer  of  mankind. 
The  fuprcmeDhfinity  is  often  typi- 
fied under  the  form  of  a Being, 
with  a number  of  eyes  and  hands, 
to  imprels  the  minds  of  the  people 
with  a firong  idea  of  his  penetration 
and  power,  and  induce  them 'to  be 
very  exadl  in  the  performance  of 

^ moral 
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moral  dutl&s.  The  BramVns  ad  vile 
their  followers  to  go  in  pilgrimage 
to  certain  places,  efteemed  holy, 
and  efpecially  to  the  pagodas  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Ganges  : wafhing 
in  that  river  alone,  v^il-l,  in  their 
opinion,  cleanfe  them  from  a mul- 
titude of  fins*  Their  women  rife 
early  in  the  morning  to  bathe,  car- 
rying pieces^of  dough  on  fiiver  fal- 
vers,  adorned  with  flowers,  to  tlie 
river  fide,  and  lighted  lamps  in 
their  hands:  after  bathing,  they 
form  the  dough  into  images,  which 
they  worfbip  with  much  adoration, 
at  the  fame  time  ringing  bells  and 
burning  incenfe,  and  afterwards 
Commit  their  images  to  the  bofbm 
■of  the  Ganges,  with  fome  formality. 
However  Hrange  tlieir  doblrinc  may 

appear 
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appear  to  Europeans^  yet  they  are 
much  to  be  commended  for  the  ex- 
ercife  of  the  moral  virtues  they  in- 
culcate, namely,  temperance,  juflice, 
and  humanity.  Amidft  a variety  of 
extravagant  cullomsj  flrange  cere- 
monies, and  prejudices,  we  may 
difcover  the  traces  of  fublime  mo- 
rality, deep  pliilofophy,  and  refined 
policv ; but  when  v/e  attempt  to 
trace  the  religious  and  civil  inilitu  - 
tions  to  their  fource,  we  find  that  it 
is  loft  in  the  maze  of  antiquity.  The 
native  Indians,  or  laindoos,  are  men 
of  flroiig  natural  genius,  and  are,  by 
no  means,  unaco^uainted  wdth  lite- 
rature and  fcience,  as  the  tranfiation 
of  the  Ayeen  Akberry  into  Englifli, 
has  fully  evinced.  Vv'e  may  trace 
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in  their  ancient  manufcripts.  Even 
before  the  a.ge  of  Pythagoras,  the 
Greeks  travelled  to  India  for  in- 
flrinSLion : the  trade  carried  on  by 
them  with  the  oldeft  commercial 
nrtions,  in  exchange  for  their  cloth, 
is  a proof  of  their  great  progrefs  in 
the  arts  of  induilry. 

The  women  in  general,  except  in 
the  higher  feenes  of  life,  prepare 
the  food  for  their  hulbands  and  fa- 
milies ; as  no  Hindoo  would  make 
life  of  any  but  what  his  wife  d relies 
for  him;  it  confifts  chiefly  of  rice, 
fifli,  and  vegetab4efi^  well  feafoned 
with  pepper  and  other  Tpices,  to 
wliich  they  add  pickles  of  various 
forts.  The  men,  w^ho  alwa;;s  eat  to- 
gether, unaccompanied  by  the  wo- 
men. 
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men,  previoufly  take  off  their  tur- 
bans, fhocs,  and  onthde  garments, 
and  wafh  before  and  after  meals. 
They  afterwards  withdraw  to  ano- 
ther apartment,  where  they  enjoy 
themfelves  wnth  fmoking  tobacco 
and  chewing  betel.  They  ufe  no 
fpirits  or  other  liquors,  butare  par- 
ticularly  nice  in  the  taRe  of  differ- 
ent waters,  and  conlider  their  choice 
of  them  a great  luxury. 

As  to  the  funerals  of  thefe  people— 
fomebury  the  bodies  of  tlie  deceaf- 
ed,  which  they  place  in  the  grave 
in  a lilting  poRure,  with  rice  and 
water  near  them  : their  dead  are 
generally  decked  with  jewels  and 
other  ornaments,  of  which  they  are 
dilrobed  by  their  kindred,  before 
the  grave  is  filled  up.  The  ufuai 

way, 
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way,  however,  is  to  burn  the  corpfe 
on  a funeral  pile  erefled  for  that 
2)urpofe  near  the  water  lide  ; the 
neareil  relationin  tattered  apparel, 
which  is,  in  their  opinion,  the  ex- 
preffive  garb  of  borrow,  fets  fire  to 
it,  and  fhews  every  fyrnptom  of 
frantic  grief  on  the  occafion  : the 
body  being  foon  confumed,  tlie 
afhes  are  colle6led  and  thrown  into 
tlie  river.  The  afhes  of  the  great 
are  placed  in  an  urn,  which  is  car- 
ried with  fome  degree  of  ceremony 
by  a Bramin,  and  caft  into  the 
Ganges,  to  whofe  waters  they  attri- 
bute a peculiar  fanflity. 
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T>EAR  SIB, 

AFTER  halting  iom-e  days  atEe- 
naras,  in  order  to  refrefh  the  army, 
we  proceeded  on  our  march  towards 
Belgi*am,  delighted,  as  vve  pafTed 
along,  with  a continued  view  of  the 
fineft  country  on  eailh,  diveriified 
with  fields  of  rice,  plantations  of 
fugar,  and  gardens  abounding  with 
a variety  of  fruits  and  flowers  ; and. 
encamped  at  Duci,  oppolite  Alaha- 
bad,  a large  fort,  about  41^5  miles 
to  the  fbuth  of  Dellri,  54^  frcm 
Calcutta,  and  S50  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Ganges,  , It  is  pleafantly  fitu- 

' ated 
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ated  between  that  river  and  Jemina. 
Infide  the  fort  is  a royal  palace,  in 
which  are  apartments  for  the  Mo- 
gul, a Durbar,  and  Zenanah,  with 
•a,  number  of  houfes  occupied  by  the 
Officers  of  the  court,  and ‘their  fa- 
milies. Each  houfe  is  built  like  two 
dwellings  joined  together,  and 
walled  round,  for  the  purpofe  not 
only  of  concealing  their  women 
from  their  neighbours,  but  even 
frorn  their  own  male  domellics  ; and 
contains  very  fpacious  and  lofty 
rooms,  opening  towards  the  river, 
with  fmaller  apartments  adjoining 
them,  which  are  extremely  dark, 
without  tlie  leail  aperture  to  admit 
eitlier  light  or  air.  To  thefe  they 
retire  in  the  heat  of  the  day,  to 
enjoy  the  calm  refreflrment  of  deep ; 

for 
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for  the  natives  find  by  experience^ 
that  in  order  to  render  a iituatioii 
cool,  in  this  fultry  region,  they  muft 
totally  exclude  every  ray  of  light, 
and  breath  of  air^  till  the  fervid 
fun  defeends  into  the  lap  of  Thetis, 
To  the  tops  of  their  houles,  which 
are  Hat,  thev  afeend  bv  narrow, 
lleep,  llaiivcafcs,  and  inhale  the 
evening  breeze  after  Sol’s  friendly 
departure, 

The  palace  of  Alahabad  was  en-, 
tirely  built  of  Tone,  hewn  out  of 
the  rocks,  at  fome,  dildance  from 
the  banks  of  the  Ganges^and  brought 
liither  at  a vafl  expence.  It  is  not 
unlike  the  Portland  Tone,  but  of  a 
coarfer  kind,  and  infinitely  more 
porous.  Not  only  the  wallsj  but 

the 


the  roofs,  floors,  and  pillars  of  the 
palace,  were  formed  of  it ; and  CA^en 
the  very  fqnares  and  paffages  were 
paved  with  it.  Neither  glafs,  iron, 
brick,  or  other  materials  for, build- 
ing, were  introduced  here,  until 
the  fort  came  into  the  poffcffion  of 
the  Englifh,  The  flightefc  walls  of 
this  great  pile  are,  at  leafl,  hve  feet 
thick.  There  are  fbme  goodhoufes 
about  it,  built  in  the  Indian  ftyle, 
that  make  a handfome  appearance. 
Nothing  can  be' more  ftriking,  no- 
thing can  difplay  a more  fublime 
air  of  grasdieur,  titan  tlic  lofty  gate- 
ways here,,  which, refemble  in  fome 
manner,  the  old.  triumphal  arches 
of  the  Romans. 

The  country  and-  climate  of  Ala* 

habad, 


DEAN  KllAHOMET^ 


i8£ 


habad,  are  very  delightful ; when 
the  rains  are  over,  not  a cloud  is  to 
be  feen.in  the  azure  Heavens,  and 
the  heat  of  torrid  funs  is  frequently 
tempered  by  the  breath  of  fanning 
galvs,  which  Providence  occahon- 
ally  permits  to  pant,  on  the  bofom 
of  the  fultry  air.  Vegetation  is  fo 
rapid,  that  it  feems  almoll  percepti-r 
ble  to  the  eye ; and  the  naked 
plains,  which  appeared,  but  a week 
before,  to  be  only  a broad  furface  of 
.fand,  are  inflan tly  clothed  by  the  - 
benignity  of  thofe  tears  fhed  froni 
above,  with  the  verdant  robe  of 
blooming  nature.  The  face  of  the 
country  is  entirely  changed  j even 
the  marftry  grounds  that  had  been 
covered  with  water,  produce  their 
golden  harv^efls  ; and  the  luxuriarit 
VoL.  I.  R earth. 
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earth,  under  the  genial  influence  of 
the  clime,  pours  forth  her  various 
plenty.  Rice,  wheat,  peas,  and 
beans,  grow  here  in  abundance  ; 
and  a fbrt  of  grain  called  jow, 
fomething  like  the  oats  of  Europe. 
The  indigo  fhrub  thrives  exceed- 
ingly in  this  foil ; it  is  not  higher 


than  a rofe  tree ; and  it’s  leaves, 
when  {l:ri]5ped  off,  are  ileeped  in  tubs 

V » 

of  ■water,  which  extracts  the  blue 
from  them;  thefediment^  after  the 
water  has  been  drained  off,  is  ex-. 
pofed  to  the  fun,  w^hich  occafions 
the  moifture  to  evaporate,  and  the 
indigo  to  remain  at  the  bottom  of 
the  veffels.  The  gardens  are  paint- 
ed with  a variety  of  beautiful  flow- 
ers, that  feafl  the  fight,  without 
gratifying  the  fmell : to  the  rofe, 
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and  a white  flower  refembling  jef- 
famine,  we.^.are  onl/  indebted  for 
their  fragrance.  The  fruits  are 
mangoes,  guavas,  pomegranates, 
ananas  or  pine  apples,  muflc  and 
water  melons,  limeSj  lemons,  and 
oranges,  all  which  fpriiig  up  fpon- 
taneoufly,  and  grow  to  a great  de- 
gree of  perfe6lion.  Ginger,  and 
turmeric,  which  has  much  the  lame 
/qualities  of  ginger,  are  produced  in 
this  fertile  foil,  in  their  highell 
fiate  of  excellence. 
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DEAR  SIR. 

OUR  march  from  Alahabad  was 
extremely  pleafant,  nntil  we  came 
to  Mendegaut  on  the  river  of 
Ganges,  when  a violent  ftorm  arofe, 
accompanied  with  hail,  lightning, 
and  thunder,  v/hich  continued  for 
three  days,  and  greatly  annoyed 
both  men  and  cattle.  We  remained 
here  a week,  to  repair  fome  da- 
mages fuffered  by  the  weather,  and 
then  crolTed  over  to  the  plains  of 
Belgram,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
river,  where  we  encamped  in  the 
year  Thefe  plains  take  tlieir 
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name  from  the  village  of  Belgram, 
lituate  about  two  miles  farther  up 
the  country.  In  a few  months  after 
our  arrival,  the  Nabob  Afpa-dou- 
lah,  in  confe'quence  of  a difference 
with  the  Fouzdars  Maboub  and 
Gofli-buflant,arifing  from  their  non- 
compliance  to  pay  theufual  annual 
tribute,  due  for  fome  time,  colledt- 
ed  his  troops  together,  in  order  to 
march  againft  tliem,  having  firfl 
drf|3atched  an  exprefs  to  General 
Stibbert,  who  commanded  our  ar- 
my, acquainting  him  of  liis  intend- 
ed expedition,  and  requefting  his 
immediate  affifiance.  At  the  in- 
flance  of  Afpah-doulali,'  two  regi- 
ments of  Seapoys^  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Colonel  Parker,  were  ordered 
to  a place  called  Coragh,  about 
R 3 , eight 


eighty  milesfrom  Belgram,  in  order 
to  I reinforce  the  Nabob’s  troops, 
wliich  they  met  on  the  way,  ad- 
vancing with  a few  pieces  of  can- 
non. Maboub  apprized  by  his 
fcouts,  of  the  route  of  our  detach- 
ment, fent  Deputies  to  Col.  Parker, 
to  requed  a perfonal  interview  with 
him.  The  Colonel  wifhing  to  ac- 
commodate matters,  if  poffible, 
without  reforting  to  the  horrors  of 
war,  agreed  on  it ; and  the  refult  of 
their  meeting,  was  apparently  ami- 
cable, on  both  lides.  On'  the  next 
day,  our  Officers  were  invited  by 
Maboub,  to  dine  with  him  : he,  in 
the  mean  time,  prepared  his  men 
for  a fecret  attack,  and  previoufly 
poifoned  the  provifions  intended  for 
their  entertainment.  The  Gentle- 
men ^ 
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men,  by  no  means,  fufpeciing  .h:s 
dark  deiign,  were  adlually  on  the 
way  to  their  perfidious  hoff,  and 
mull  have  met  with  an  untimeb/ 
fate  at  his  inliofpitable  tabic,  had 
not  one  of  his  fervants  provident  i- 
ailv  difclolcd  the  fecret  before  their 
arrival,  and  informed  them  that 
there  was  a plan  concerted  to  fur- 
prife  the  main  body,  in  their  ab- 
fence.  Tlie  Colonel,  Capt.  Gravely, 
and  the  reft  of  the  Officers,  alarmed 
at  this  intelligence,  inftantly  re- 
turned to  the  camp,  and  perceived 
at  fome  diftance,  numbers  of  Ma- 
bouVs  men,  advancing  in  regular 
order,  to  give  them  battle.  Our 
fo Idlers,  at  a moment’s  notice,  were 
prepared  to  oppole  their  force,  and 
made  ftr  vigorous  a charge  on  them, 

- ' at 


at  the  jirfi:  onfet,  when  ti'-ey  came 
up,  that  their  ranks  were  broken, 
and  the  greater  part  of  them  dif- 
couragedfrom  difappointment,  and 
deferted  by  the  hope  of  an  eafy  con- 
queft,  fled,  in  the  utmoft  confuiion 
aad  diforder,  after  an  engagement 
in  which,  though  foon  over,  many 
of  the  enemy  fell.  Coffi-bufTant  ef- 
caped  with  thofe  who  made  off,  at 
the  commencement  of  lioflilities  ; 
and  Maboub  was  purfued,  taken, 
and  fent  prifoner,  under  a flrong 
guard  to  Afpah-doulah  at  Lecknow, 
where  he  received  that  punimment, 
which  his  perfidy  deferved. 

A few  of  our  Seapoys  were  killed  ; 
and  the  gallant  Captain  Gravely,  no 
lefs  diftinguifned  for  his  prowefs  in 

the 
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the  field,  than  his  condu£l  in  pri- 
vate life,  received  an  ill  fated  wound, 
of  which  he  died,  in  a few  months 
after  Col.  Parker,  and  the  two  regi- 
ments under  his  command,  return- 
ed to  Belgram.  He  was  fincerely. 
regretted  by  his  brother  Officers ; 
by  whom  and  his  weeping  Soldiers, 
his  funeral  wasproceffionally  attend- 
ed to  the  grave,  and  he  was  interred 
with  due  military  honours.  His  af- 
flidled  widow  eredled  a very  hand- 
fome  monument  to  his  memoryj 
near  the  ground  where  his  own  regi- 
ment ufually  paraded. 

Lecknow,  the  town,  to  which 
Maboab  was  fent,  is  a place  of  con- 
fiderable  trade,  and  one  of  the 
principal  fadlorics  in  the  Mogul’s 

dominions 
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dominions.  The  inha-oitants  aie 
opulent  and  induftrious ; and  the 
Islabob  Afpa-doulah,  with  other  No- 
blemen, occalionally  rebde  here, 
•living  in  all  the  eafe  and  fplendor 
of  eallern  luxury,  and  frequently 
indulging  themfelves.  with  their 
dancing  girls.  There  are  fome  good 
houfes  in  Lecknow,  occupied  by 
' merchants  and  faftors  ; nor  is  it  lefs 
remarkable  for  it’s  cotton  manufac- 
tories, than  for  a beautiful  kind  of 
porcelain  and  earthen  ware. 

- The  Nabob  keeps  a kind  of  a mili- 
tary force  here,  called  Burkendaws, 
who  are  not  fo  uniform  in  drefs  as 
the  Seapoys.  Their  arms  are  match 
fire-locks,  bows  and  arrows,  fpears, 
daggers,  fwords,  and  fhields. 
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LETTER  XXI. 


DEAR  SIR, 

At  fome  diilance  from 
Lecknow,  is  the  town  of  Oude  ; and 
it  will  ever  be  a place  of  conftant 
rcfort  while  it  holds  the  remains  of 
Sujah  doulah,  which  are  depofited 
here  in  a magnificent  tomb,  illu- 
mined every  night  with  a number  of 
glittering  lamps,  and  covered  with 
VoL.  n.  B ornamented 


2 


THE  TRAVELS  OF 


ornamented  muflin.  It  is  flicltered 
by  a grand  dome  fupported  by  piU 
lars,  and  on  each  iide  is  placed  a large 
{liver  jar  of  water,  from  an  opinion 
that  he  may  rife  in  the  night  to 
bathe,  which  the  Mahopaetans  look 
upon  as  a purification  necejTary  to 
prepare  them  for  their  admiifion 
into  the  regions  of  happinefs.  Tliis 
town  is  much  indebted  to  him  for 
the  great  iniprovements  it  received 
during  his  reign  ; an<4  the  furround- 
ing country  alfp,  wliich  appears 
like  one  extenfive  garden.  His  pa- 
lace in  Oude  is  an  ancient  but  fpa-r 
cious  manfion,  and  ftill  retains  the 
{Hiking  appearance  of  priftine  gran-t 
deur. 

In  the  environs  of  the  town,  there 

are 
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are  loft/  groves  and  wide  extending 
parksj  called  by  the  natives,  circar- 
ga,  where  lie  had  often  palfed  fome 
of  his  leifure  hoars,  in  the  pleafures 
of  the  chafe  and  riding.  His  ponds 
were  flored  with  a variety  of  curi- 
ous fifhes,  both  exotic  and  domef-*- 
tic,  with  their  fins  and  tails  adorned 
with  fniall  golden  rings.  He  fre- 
quently made  it  the  ainufemeiit  of 
his  evenings  to  feed  them  with  rice, 
and  obferve  them  leap  above  water 
to  receive  it  from  his  hand.  He  was 
fo  extremely  fond  of  curiolities,  that 
he  kept  a menage  conflantly  fuppli- 
ed  with  a number  of  ftrange  animals 
wild  and  tame,  which  he  colle6\ed 
from  different  parts  of  the  world, 
and  ccnffned  in  iron  cages.  His 
great  revenues  were  fcarcely  fulxici- 
B % cnt 
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ent  to  fnpport  his  extravagance,  and 
gratify  his  unbounded  love  of  plea- 
fure. 

I 

Some  time  before  Sujah-doulah*s 
death,  he  repeatedly  fent  to  Mulna- 
hoffis,  Nabob  of  the  Rohellas,  for 
the  cullomary  tribute,  which  the 
latter,  on  confulting  his  Officers, 
not  only  refufed  to  pay,  but  even 
threatened,  ‘vi  et  armis^  to  oppofe 
him.  Sujah-doulah,  without  delay, 
having  acquainted  General  Champi- 
on of  his  conducl,  was  reinforced  by 
him,  and  marched  with  his  brave 
auxiliaries  to  the  Rohellas,  where 
he  met  the  numerous  troops  of  the 
enemy  on  the  field  of  battle,  and 
tvarmly  engaged  them,  until  vi6tory 
inclining  to  our  lide,  conferred  on 
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US  her  unf^dcling  laurels,  as  the  meed 
of  military  virtue.  Col.  William 
Ann.  Bailie,  tlien  Major  of  artillery, 
did ingii idled  hiinfelt  by  his  intre- 
pid zeal  and  gallantry  in  tliis  expe- 
dition. 

A great  part  of  the  enemy’s  army 
were  killed  ; the  red  lied,  and  fome 
of  them  were  purfued  and  taken. 
General  Champion  returned  v/ith  liis 
men  to  head  quarters,  at  Belgrani ; 
and  Sujah-doulali  direfted  hiseolirfe 
to  the  very  palaee  of  Mulnahoffis, 
who  was  alfo  in  tlie  number  of  the 
llain,  and  compelled  his  daughter, 
a beautiful  young  woman,  whom  he 
found  in  one  of  the  grand  apartments 
to  come  along  with  him  to  Oude. 
Having  placed  this  unfortunate  I.a- 

B 3 tly 
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cly  in  his  feraglio,  where'  nine  hun- 
dred pining  beauties,  with  their  at- 
tendantSj  were  already  immured, 
he  forced  her  to  yield  to  his  licen- 
tious delircs,  but  purchafed  his  en- 
joyment at  a dear  rate,  as  his  life 
was  the  forfeit  of  it.  The  violated 
female,  with  a foul,  the  fhrine  of 
purity,  like  that  of  the  divine  Lucre- 
tia,  whofe  chaflity  will  ever  adorn 
the  hifloric  page,  fired  with  indig- 
nation at  fuch  unmanly  treatment, 
grew  frantic  with  rage,  and  difdain- 
ing  life  after  the  lofs  of  honour,, 
ibabbed  her  brutal  ravifher  with  a 
lancet,  which  fhe  afterwards  plunged 
into  her  own  bofoni,  and  expired. 
I\’otwithftanding_  the  dangerous 
wound  he  received,  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  Heaven,  from  the  avenging 

hand 
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hand  of  injured  innocence,  he  might 
have  lingered  fome  time  longer  in 
life,  had  he  kept  within  the  bounds 
of  moderation,  by  reftraining  the 
impetuolity  of  his  unruly  paflions. 
But  his  career  was  pleafm'e,  to  which 
he  gave  fuch  a loofe,  that  his  recent 
wound  opened,  and  bleeding  afrefn^ 
reduced  him  to  a Bate  of  debility 
that  terminated  in  his  death.  On 
account  of  his  elevated  rank  in 
human  life,  his  obfequies  were  con- 
duced with  great  pomp  and  cere- 
mony; and  his  funeral  formed  a 
pageant  procefiion,  in  which  his  of- 
ficers and  fold  iers  walked  in  folemn 
pace,  to  the  founds  of  penfive  mufic. 
After  his  interment,  the  women  who 
compofed  his  feraglio,  laid  alide 

their 
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their  jewels  and  ornaments,  to  de- 
note, at  leaf!:,  in  appearance,  their 
forrow  on  this  mournful  occaiion. 
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LETTER  XXn. 


DEAR  SIR. 

I SHALL  now  give  you  feme  ac- 
count of  the  city  of  Delhi,  which  is 
the  capital  of  the  province,  and 
fituate  in  the  centre  of  the  empire  : 
it  lies  in  78  degrees,  eaft  longitude 
from  London^  and  a6  degrees  north 
latitude.  It’s  form  is  fomething 
like  a crefeent  Handing  on  the  river, 
Jemma,  whicli  runs  through  it.  At 
prefent  it  is  divided  into  three  fpa- 
cious  towns,  about  1 30  miles  to  the 
northward  of 'Agra,  in  a very  plca- 
fant  country,  and  pure,  wholefome 
climate. 


The 


The  firft  town  of  Delhi,  is  fup*. 
pofed  to  have  contained  nine  caflles 
and  fifty^two  gates;  and  at  fome 
diflance  from  it,  is  a handfome  Hone 
bridge.  The  fec'ond  town,  which  had 
been  taken  from  the  Indians,  along- 

. ^ O 

time  fince,  by  one  of  the  former  Mo- 
gu?s,  has  a very  fine  appearance^ 
and  fills  the  mind  with  ideas  of  the 
true  fublime,  from  the  ruins  of  the 
many  grand  monuments  of  their  an- 
cient heroes  who  fell  in  war,  and 
other  magnificent  buildings,  near- 
ly demolifhed  by  Shah  Johan,  the 
father  of  Aurengzebe.  The  third 
town,  which  lies  clofe  to  the  fecond 
and  almofi  built  on  its  ruins,  was 
called  Johan  Abad,  but  the  Moguls 
have  given  it  the  name  of  Delhi.  It 
is  imagined,  from  the  frequent  wars 

that 
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that  defolated  a great  part  of  the 
country  of  Indoilan,  at  the  time  of 
the  acceflion  of  the  Patan  Princes, 
that  Shah  Johan  had  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  this  city  in  blood,  the  bct- 
ter  (In^bferved)  to  cement  the 
Hones.  ] This  city  receives  no  fmall 
embellifliment  from  the  delightful 
gardens  thatfarround  it ; and  forms 
it’s  principal  e^trance  by  a very 
wide  flreet  of  a prodigious  lengthy 
with  arches  on  each  llde,  for  the 
purpofe  offlores  and  ware^rooms,  to 
which  the  merchants  and  tradcfmen 
bring  whatever  is  vakmble  or  curi- 
ous from  all  parts  of  India.  This 
flreet  leads  to  the  royal  palace,  at 
the  outer  gate  of  which,  Hand  the 
figures  of  two  huge  elephants,  with 
images  mounted  on  them,  repref^nt- 
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ing  two  Rajas,  fairious  in  the hillory 
of  Indollaii,  for  their  uncommon  va- 
lour, 'I'hey  were  brothers^  who 
loft  their  lives  in  their  gallant  de- 
fence of  fome  pofTefiions,  againft  a 
powerful  army  headed  by  Ekbar. 

round  the  palace,  which  is  two 
miles  in  circumference,  is  a great 
wall  built  of  hewn  ftone,  and  de- 
fended with  battlements,  andavaft 
number  of  ftrong  tov/ers,  at  a little 
diftance  from  each  other.  It  con- 
fifts  of  feveral  courts,  and  tlie  firft 
of  thefe  belongs  to  the  chief  nobili- 
ty, who  frequently  parade  here,  on 
their  elephants,  in  all  the  pride  of 
Oriental  grandeur. 

Witlftn  this  court,  is  a fquare 
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adorned  with  handfome  porticos, 
from  which  you  defcend  to  conve- 
nient apartments  occupied  by  the 
guards : On  the  eaft,  are  the  courts 
of  juftice ; on  the  weft,  the  apart- 
ments of  the  ladies ; and  in  the 
middle,  an  elegant  canal  formed 
with  vaft  judgment  and  art,  into 
balins.  From  the  firll  court  is  a 
grand  avenue  leading  to  the  fecond, 
where  the  Omrahs  or  Nobles  mount 
guard  in  perfon,  and  deem  it  a par- 
ticular honour  to  wait  on  the  pre- 
fent  Mogul,  Ahamut  Shaw  Baud- 
fhaw. 

The  next  obje6t  that  prelents 
itfelfto  the  view,  is  the  Divan,  which 
is  held  in  the  third  court,  where  the 
Emperor  gives  public  audience.  It 
Vql.  II.  C is 


is  a fuperb  edifice,  open  at  both  fides 
and  covered  with  a fpacious  dome, 
fupported  by  thirty  marble  pillars 
of  mafterly  workmanlhip,  orna- 
mented with  painted  flowers.  It 
contains  a grand  hall,  the  afcent  to 
which,  is  by  a flight  of  marblefteps, 
and  in  the  centre  is  an  alcove  mag- 
nilicently  embellifhed,  where  the 
grand  Mogul  is  proudly  leated  on 
a brilliant  throne,  glittering  with 
diamonds,  and  a profufion  of  coftly 
jewels. 

The  hiftory  of  the  revolutions 
of  his  court  is  fraught  with  fo  much- 
fi6lion,  that  it  would  be  impoffible 
to  reconcile  it  to  reafon  or  reflecti- 
on ; yet  if  we  believe  the  records 
^nd  traditions  of  the  natives,  it’s 
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fovereigns  were  the  greateft  and 
moft  arbitrary  Monarchs  in  the 
world.  Their  orders,  though  ever 
fo  extravagant,  were  fubmiffively 
obeyed  ; and  their  mandates  obferv- 
ed  by  the  remoteft  nations.  Their 
very  names  llruck  terror  into  the 
hearts  of  their  enemies  ; but  fo  ra- 
pid has  been  the  decline  of  their 
power,  that  the  race  of  the  great 
Tamerlane  is  now  little  refpe6ted 
lince  the  days  of  hJizam  Almoulud. 
The  royal  tenure  of  the  throne,  is 
grown  fb  infecure,  that  the  Mogul 
has  been,  of  late  years,  depofed  at 
pleafare,  to  make  way  for  fuch  of 
his  fervants  as  could  gain  over  the 
people,  that  great  engine  of  power  ! 
to  their  caufe.  His  authority,  which 
Q a prevailed 
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prevailed,  in  former  ages,  over  moft 
of  the  Kings  of  the  earth,  now  reach- 
es little  farther  than  his  feraglio, 
where  he  dreams  away  life,  drowned 
in  the  enjoyment  of  dilTolute  plea- 
fures.  His  Viziers,  who  tranfadl  the 
affairs  of  the  Hate,  ftudy  rather  to 
promote  their  own  views  than  ad- 
vance his intereft  ; and  often  abridge 
his  power  in  order  to  increafe  their 
confequence.  They  make  peace  or 
declare  war,  without  his  knowledge  5 
and  his  Viceroys,  on  the  other  hand, 
who  were,  fome  years  ago,  appoint- 
ed, or  difmiffed  from  office  by  him, 
have,  of  late,fhaken  off  their  depen- 
dance,  and  even  nominated  their 
own  fucceffors.  They  alfo,  like  fo 
many  independent  Sovereigns,  grant 
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leafcs  and  other  privileges  to  the 
Europeans,  or  thofe  whom  they  wifh 
to  fei-ve.  His  Omrahs  are  extremely 
tyrannical,  and  mull;,  Tooner  or 
later,  by  their  impolicy,  pre- 
cipitate the  ruin  of  the  entire 
empire.  From  their  oppreffion  it’s 
great  metropolis  has  but  few  manii- 
fafturers^  who  are  obliged  to  work 
for  any  price  thofe  tyrants  pleafe  to 
pay  them  for  their  labour,  which  is 
always  conliderably  lefs  than  the  va- 
lue. This  ungenerous  treatment  has 
not  only  compelled  the  ingenious 
artifan  to  feek  encouragement  elfe- 
where,  and  proved  the  certain  means 
offupplying  the  Englilh  fa61ories 
with  fkilful  workmen,  but  reduced 
the  people  of  Delhi  to  the  neceffity 
ofpurchaling  the  goods  of  other 
C 3 places, 
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places,  at  a mucli  dearer  rate,  than 
they  need  ps-y^  home,  had  they 
given  fufficient  fupport  to  their  own 
manufafturers. 
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LETTER  XXIIL 


DEAR  SIR, 

THE  principal  rural  fports  of  the 
people  of  Indoftan,  are  hunting  and 
hawking  : they  purchafe  hawks  and 
other  birds  of  prey  from  Pcrlia, 
which  are  taught  to  fly  at  all  man- 
ner of  game. 

The  Soubahs  and  other  great 
charafters  of  the  country,  find  much 
amufement  in  the  combats  of  wild 
beafls.  The  elephant  often  encoun- 
ters the  elephant^  with  a rider 
mounted  on  each,  to  manage  them, 
on  a large  fpace  of  ground  paled  in 

with 
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with  bamboes  to  keep  off  the  crowd 
of  fpeftators:  they  attack  each  other 
with  great  fury,  for  feveral  hours, 
till  one  of  them  with  it’s  rider,  is 
either  killed  or  difabled.  The  buf- 
faloe  commonly  engages  with  the 
tyger,  and,  though  ferocious  the 
latter,  frequently  words  his  qua- 
druped antagonill.  It  would  be  end- 
lefs  to  enumerate  the  many  diver- 
fions  of  this  kind,  which  confill  of 
various  animals  attacking  each  other 
or  combated  by  men  who  rifque 
their  lives  in  fuch  dangerous  enter- 
prizes.  " 

Among  the  joyous  Inhabitants  of 
this  country,  there  are  fome  content 
to  live  on  what  is  juft  fufficient  to 
fupply  human  neceffity:  which  is 

ftridlly 
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purfuing  the  idea  of  Gold* 
fmith,  that  elegant  writer, jwho  ob- 
ferves  in  his  Edwin  and  Angelina, 

•*  Min  want*  But  Utile  here  Below, 

•'  Nor  wanu  that  little,  long-” 

• * . 

They  acquire  a fupport,  by  admi- 
niftering  to  travellers  as  they  jour- 
ney along  the  roads  and  highways, 
a chilrti,  or  pipe  of  tobacco,  for 
which  they  receive  a fmall  gratuity. 
The  rich  and  poor,  fometimes,  pro- 
mifcuoufly  mingle  together,  and  of- 
ten partake  of  the  fame  refrefbment. 

At  Muckenpore,  a fmall  village 
fixty  miles  from  Belgram,  is  the  re- 
fort of  a number  of  Faquirs,  from 
Delhi,  Oude,  and  the  neighbouring 


provinces. 
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provinces.  Hither  the  pious  natives 
flock,  to  beftow  their  charity  on 
thefe  holy  men,  and  think  it  a kind 
of  religious  humanity,  highly  ac- 
ceptable to  their  God,  to  . confer 
,.their  benefaftionfe  on  his  faithful 
fervants.^ 

^Fromthe  prayers  of  the  Faquirs,- 
great  bleflings  are  expe61ed,  and  ma- 
ny calamities  thought  to  be  averted^ 
as  they  obtain  the  reputation  of 
fainted  martyrs,  by  torturing  their 
bodies,  and  fuflering  a variety  of 
punifliments,  by  vi^ay  of  penance, 
during  this  earthly  pilgrimage.  Some 
pierce  their  fiefti  with  fpeai's,  and 
drive  daggers  through  their  hands: 
others  carry  on  their  palms,  for  a 
length  of  time,  burning  veflels  full 

of 
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of  fire,  which  they  fhift  from  hand 
to  hand  : many  walk,  with  bare  feet 
on  fharp  iron  fpikes  fixed  in  a kind 
offandal : feveral  of  their  order  turn 
their  faces  over  one  fhoulder,  and 
keep  them  in  that  fituation  till  they 
fix  for  ever,  their  heads  looking 
backward  : another  fe6l  clench  their 
fills  very  hard,  till  the  nails  of  the 
fingers  grow  into  the  palms,  and  ap^ 
pear  through  the  back  of  their  hands^ 
and  numbers,  who  never  fpeak,  turn 
their  eyes  to  the  point  of  the  nofe, 
lofing  the  power  of  looking  in  any 
other  dire6lion.  Thefe  lafl  pretend 
to  fee  what  they  call  the  facred  fire. 
Strange  as  this  aullerity  may  feem, 
if  accompanied  with  purity  of  inten- 
tion, it  mull  be  confidered  by  the 
■unprejudiced,  as  lefs  offenfive  to  the 
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Deity,  than  the  indulgence  of  the 
paffions  : though  man  be  not  forbid 
to  enjoy  the  good  things  of  this  life, 
yet  an  abufe  of  that  enjoyment, 
which  evinces  his  ingratitude  to 
Heaven,  is  punifbed  even  here  be- 
low, by  wafting  the  ungenerous  be- 
ing to  an  untimely  grave— but  he 
who  foregoes  the  pleafures  of  a 
fleeting  period,  through  an  expe61- 
ation  of  permanent  happinefs,  and 
fuffers  temporary  torture  in  ofder 
to  obtain  endlefs  blifs,  with  a mind 
all  dire6led  to  that  great  Power 
who  gave  him  exiftence,  mufli,  not- 
withftanding  the  ridicule  of  the 
world,  meet  with  a more  favour- 
able fentence  at  his  awful  tribunal. 

Not  long  before  our  departure 

from 
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from  Belgram,  we  were  honoured 
with  a vifit  from  the  Nabob  Afpa- 
doulahj  accompanied  by  General 
Stibbert,  his  Aid-du-Camps,  and 
other  Officers  of  dillindlion,  who 
met  him  on  the  way,  in  liis  ufual 
ftyle  of  grandeur,  mounted  with  his 
Nobles,  on  an  elephant  richly  capa- 
rifoned,  and  attended  by  his  nume- 
rous train  ofBurkendaws,  Chopdars, 
pages,  &c.  and  a native  band  of  mu- 
iic  to  enliven  the  proceffion,  of 
which  the  annexed  plate  will  give 
you  a more  perfect  idea,  than  this 
defcription, 

His  entry  through  Belgram  was 
announced  by  the  beating  of  drums, 
liring  of  cannon,  and  other  marks 
of  militatry  honour.  After  a repafb 
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at  the  General’s,  he  retired  to  a large 
decorated  tent  erefted  for  him, 
which  covered  almoft  an  acre  ofh 
ground ; adjacent  to  his,  others 
were  pitched  for  his  attendants. 

The  day  after  his  arrival,  our 
Commander  in  Chief  ilfued  his  or- 
ders to  prepare  for  a review.  Early 
next  morning,  one  regiment  of  Eu- 
ropeans, fix  of  Seapoys,  two  compa- 
nies of  artillery,  and  one  troop  of 
cavalry,  amounting  in  all  to  about 
feven  thoufand,  were  in  perfect  rea- 
dinefs  on  the  wide  plain.  The  Na- 
bob on  his  elephant,  in  company 
with  the  Genera],  palfed  the  lines 
Shortly  after,  the  former  defcended 
from  the  back  of  the  unwieldy  ani- 
mal, and  mounted  a beautiful  Ara- 
bian 
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bian  horfe,  on  which  he  received 
the  falute  of  the-Officers.  Colonel 
Ironlide  ranged  the  troops  in  the 
following  order : the  cavalry  were 
placed  on  the  right  and  left  wing; 
three  regiments  of  Seapoys  on  each 
fide  next  to  them  ; and  the  Eu- 
ropean infantry  in  the  centre.  At 
firft,  they  were  all  reviewed  in  one 
body,  and  afterwards  formed  difler- 
ent  corps,  obferving  the  mofl  exadt 
difcipline  and  regularity  in  their 
various  evolutions,  which  gave 
much  fatisfavSlion  to  the  General, 
Officers,  and  numerous  fpe^latcrs. 
Afpa-doulah,  in  particular,  wa§  ex- 
ceeding pleafed  with  the  beauty 
and  order  of  our  ta6fics,  and  ex- 
preffed  his  approbation  in  the  terms 
of  that  lively  kind  of  gratitude 
D % ariiing 


28 


THE  TR  A VELS  OF 


ariiing  from  a high  lenfe  of  received 
' pleafure.'  After  the  review,  a break- 
faft  was  prepared  for  him,  during 
which,  the  artillery  continued  to 
fdlute  him  with  their  cannon.  His 
fare  was  ferved  up  by  his  own 
fervants,  as  he  could  not  touch  any 
thing  from  the  hands  of  a Chrilhian, 
conlillent  with  the  duties  of  his  re- 
ligion : however,  to  fhew  his  polite- 
nefs,  he  eat  at  the  fame  table,  with 
our  Officers  of  rank,  and  having  re- 
mained a few  days  in  the  camp,  re- 
turned to  his  own  territories. 


letter 
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DEAR  SIR. 

HAVIXG received  ovdersto  march 
to  Calcutta,  we  quitted  Eelgram  ; 
and  finding  it  unneceilary  to  keep 
a force  any  longer  there,  on  account 
of  the  good  underilanding  that  pre- 
vails, at  prefent,  bet  ween  the  Court 
of  Delhi  and  the  Eaft  India  Compa- 
ny, the  chaumnics  were  entirely  dc- 
molilhed,  and  every  vcflige  of  a 
houfe  or  building  razed  to  the  ground. 

On  our  waj',  we  paffed  by  feme 
fmall  fadlorics  belonging  to  the 
Dutch,  Danes,  French,  and  others, 
D 3 that 
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that  were  once  in  the  hands  of  the 
Portuguefe,  but  being  lince  reduced, 
have  come  into  the  poiTeffion  of  the 
Englifb.  Our  brigade,  at  length, 
arrived  at  Fort  William  in  the  year 
1778,  and  replaced  the  other,  which 
marched  to  Denapore. 

About  fi  teen  miles  from  Fort  Wil- 
liam, on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  ri- 
ver, is  a Danifb  fettlement,  called 
Serampour.  It’s  manufadlures  con- 
fift  of  cotton,  baffety,  calico,  chintz, 
table  cloths,  and  napkins. 

The  houfes  of  the  inhabitants  ar^ 
very  neat,  and  on  the  river  fide  is  a 
fmall  battery,  with  the  Governor’s 
caflle  in  the  centre,  and  the  Danifh 
flag  flying  a’top. 

In 
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In  Chinfura,  a Dutrli  fettlcracnt, 
much  the  fame  kind  of  trade  is  con- 
.du61ed,  as  atSerampour. 

A little  farther  on,  is  Chandcrna- 
gore,  or  Frafdanga,  the  fcene  of 
many  difputes  between  the  French 
and  Englifh;  the  latter  of  whom 
are  now  the  proprietors  of  it ; on 
the  weft,  it  lies  expofed  to  an  ene- 
my, though  encompalfed  by  a wall, 
and,  in  other  fituations,  pretty  well 
fortified.  It  drives  a briflc  trade, 
and  carries  on,  to  fome  extent,  the 
manufa6lure  of  handkerchiefs  and 
ftriped  muflins. 

Near  Frafiiahga,  and  in  the  fame 
dire6lion,  is  Gretti,  then  belonging 
to  the  French,  under  the  govern- 
ment 
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meat  of  r^Ionfieur  Chevalier,  but 
now  in  poff^ffion  of  the  Englifh. 
The  Governor’s  hou'fe,  which  takes 
if s name  from  the  place  about  it, 
was  a fuperb  maniion,  rifing  in  all 
the  pride  of  architefture,  over  the 
margin  of  the  Ganges,  and  deco- 
rated inlide  in  a ftyle  of  unrivalled 
elegance  : part  of  the  furniture  was 
covered  with  a rich  embroidered 
fattin,  and  the  very  purdoes  of  the 
windows  were  of  fcarlet  quilted 
fattin.  The  avenue  to  this  grand 
edifice  wa.s  fhaded  on  both  lides, 
v;ith  rows  of  embowering  trees ; 
and  the  beauty,,  the  fragrance  of  his 
gardens,  wdiich  perfumed  the  wan- 
ton airf  ravifhed  the  fenfes : his 
fiPn-ponds,  cafeades,  and  groves, 
heightened  the  imagery  of  the  va- 
lued 
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tied  fcenc ; and  bis  expanding  lawns 
were  adorned  with  figures  of  fnow- 
white  marble,  that  almoft  ftarted 
under  the  artifl’s  hand,  from  the 
rude  material  into  life.  On  the 
domain  was  an  Opera-houfe  for  his 
amufement.  At  the  outfide  en- 
trance to  the  palace^  flood  the  Go- 
vernor’s guard. 

Fifty  miles  from  Calcutta  lies  the 
town  of  Hugley,  defended  by  a flrong 
fortrefs,  and  furrounded  by  a deep 
ditch  ; it  is  a place  of  confiderable 
traffic,  particularly  in  the  article 
of  opium,  which  is  brought  chiefly 
from  Patna.  Notwithflanding  the 
fatal  efledls  of  this  plant,  the  irre- 
flftible  avarice  of  the  Dutch,  in- 
duces them  to  raife  it  wherever  they 
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pofTefs  a fpot  of  ground  in  India  ; 
but  the  Chinefe,  frona  its  deftru6live 
qualities,  forbid,  under  the  penalty 
of  death,  the  cultivation  of  it,  and 
demolifh  any  houfe,  in  which  it  is 
expo  fed  for  fale. 

It  is  ufed  by  the  people  of  every 
ciafs,  among  the  Hindoos  and  Ma- 
liometans : the  lower  order  take  it, 
when  they  enter  on  any  arduous  en- 
terprife,  to  render  them  infenfible 
of  the  danger ; and  the  gentry,  who 
are  fond  of  every  thing  that  tends 
to  a gratification  of  the  paffions, 
confider  it  as  a great  luxury.  It’s 
efiefts,  however,  are  various,  accord- 
ing to  the  manner  of  preparing  it. 
Opium  in  it’s  original  flate,  is  the 
produce  of  a Ipecies  of  poppy,  the 

root 
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root  of  which  is  about  the  thicknefs 
of  a man’s  finger,  full  of  a bitter 
juice  that  runs  through  the  whole 
plant.  The  flower  re fembles  arofe, 
and  the  ftem  which  is  commonly 
pliable,  grows  to  the  height  of  two 
cubits,  and  produces  a kind  of  leaves 
(notunlike  thofe  of  the  lettuce)  ob- 
long, indented,  curled,  and  of  a fea- 
green  colour.  When  it  is  full  of 
fap,  a flight  incifion  is  made  on  the 
outfide,  from  which  flow  fome  drops 
of  a milky  nature.  Thefe  drops 
foon  congeal ; and  when  moiftened 
and  kneaded  with  warm  water  and 
honey,  become  more  confiftent 
and  vifeous  like  pitch;  after  this 
procefs,  the  glutinous  matter  is  made 
into  fmall  cakes  fit  for  immediate 
ufe,  The  good  kind  is  that,  which 

is 
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is  foft  and  yielding  to  the  touch. 
Patna  is  allowed  to  fend  the  bell  to 
market : it  is  there  purchafed  at  a 
cheap  rate,  thougji  extremely  dear 
in  feme  parts'pf  It  has  near- 

ly oppoiite.  quaHtie's/  ftupifying,  at 
one  time,  and  railing  exhilirating 
ideas  at  another  ; it  occalions  drow- 
iinefs,  and  vigilance ; and  taken  to 
an  excefs,  brings  on  a madnefs  that 
ceafes  only  in  death. 
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LETTER  XXV. 


DEAR  SIR, 

AS  an  inftance  of  the  wealth  and 
confeqiicnce  that  aggrandize  any 
lituation,  where  trade  is  introduced, 
I fhall  give  you  fome  account  of 
Surat,  which  lies  in  twenty-one  de- 
grees, thirty  minutes,  north  lati- 
tude ; and  feventy-two  degrees  eall 
longitude  from  the  meridian  of  Lon- 
don. 

About  the  middle  of  laft  century 
this  place  was  only  the  refer t of  a 
few  merchants,  who  by  extending 
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their  commerce,  invited  numbers 
to  fettle  among  them ; and  thus, 
by  the  introduddion  of  arts,  popula- 
tion, and  indullry,  Surat  became 
in  a few  years,  one  or  the  mcft  con- 
fid  erable  towns  in  the  world.  It  is 
defended  by  a wall  and  towers,  and 
has  a fquare  caftle  with  a tower  at 
each  angle  on  the  S,  W.  part  of  it, 
which  commxands  both  the  river, 
and  the  avenues  to  the  town  by. 
land.  It  is  faid  to  contain  above 
two  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants  ; 
while  the  Mogul  government  was 
in  vigour,  merchants  of  all  religions 
and  denominations  were  induced  to 
take  flielter  under  it ; and  fuch  was 
the  honefty  of  the  traders,  that  bags 
of  money  ticketted  and  fealed, W'Ould 
circulate  for  years  without  being 

weighed 
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weighed.  *1  lie  Geiitoos  srs  very 
numerous  liere,  particularly  the 
tribe  of  tlie  Banyans,  who  are  the 
faireft  dealers  in  the  world,  and 
remarkable  for  ^olain  integrity^  and 
an  admirable  command  of  temper, 
in  the  courfe  of  their  tranfaclions. 
It  is  impoflible  to  roufe  them  into 
pafiion,  and  when  others  are  fubdued 
by  that  temporary  frenzy  of  the 
mind,  they  wait  wdth  patience  till 
it  fubfides,  and  by  thefe  means,  en- 
joy a fjperior  advantage  over  the 
reft  of  mankind. 

The  Governor  of  Surat  keeps  his 
feat  of  adminiftrationatthe  Durbar 
or  Court,  where  all  a6lions  criminal 
and  civil  are  brought  before  him, 
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^nd  famiTsarily  difpEttched  in  tlie 
Eaftern  manner.  The  buildings  are 
in  the  Oentoo  and  Morifque  ftyle  ; 
and  the  houfes  of  the  great  are  fo 
contrived  th'at  their  gate- ways  arh 
defensible  againlt  any  ludden  irrup- 
tion of  a few  armed  men*  iThe 
private  apartments  are  backwards 
for  the  greater  fecutity  of  the  wo- 
men, of  whom  the  Moors,  efpecially, 
are  extremely  jealous.  They  have 
always,  at  leafl,  one  room,  in  each 
dwelling,  where  a fountaiti  is  kept 
playing  in  the  middle  of  it^  by  thv 
murmurs  of  which  they  are  lulled 
to  deep,  and  refrdfbed  by  the  cool- 
nefs  it  diffufes  through  the  apart- 
ment. Their  faloons,  which  they 

call  diwans,  entirely  open  on  one 
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licle  to  their  gardens,  where  foun- 
tains, cafcades,  meandering  rills,  and 
variegated  flower  beds,  form  the 
moft  delightful  affemblage  of  rural 
beauty  and  profpe^f.  In  fummer, 
they  often  go  in  parties^,  to  country 
recelTes,  a little  way  out  of  town,  in 
order  to  enjoy  themfelves  in  their 
frefcadcs,  by  the  fide  of  the  waters 
with  which  they  are  furnifbed.  The 
Englifh  have  a very  pleafant  garden 
here,  for  the  nfe  and  recreation  of 
the  Gentlemen  of  the  fa6lory. 

The  ftreets  of  Surat  are  irregular- 
ly laid  out ; and  the  florie^f  the 
houfes  are  carried  up  proje6\ing 
ox'er  one  another,  in  fuch  a manner, 
that  the  uppermofl  apartments  on 
each  fide,  are  fo  clofe,  as  to  darken 
E 3 the 
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the  ftreets  below,  without  excluding 
a free  circulation  of  air.  As  to  pro- 
vifions  I cannot  imagine  that  there 
is  in  the  univerfe  a better  place.  The 
great  plenty  of  every  article,  which 
an  unbounded  influx  throws  into 
the  market,  renders  all  kinds  of  eat- 
ables extremely  cheap  : wild  fowl 
and  game  can  be  had  at  an  eafyrate  ; 
and  nothing  can  exceed  their  fallads 
and  roots.  Among  the  articles  of 
luxury,  which  they  have  in  common 
with  other  parts  of  the  Eafl,  there 
are  public  hummums  for  bathing, 
cupping,  rubbing  and  fweating,  but 
the  praftice  of  champiing,  which  is 
derived  from  the  Chinefe,  appears 
to  have  been  known  to  the  ancients, 
from  the  following  quotations. 


Ten  unit 


DEAM  MaH'MET, 


43 


Percuffit  agifi  corpus  ‘Srte  ItuSntrix 
Mnnu’iique  djJiim  [p  irgit  im’tih:is  /te/ii/sris. 

Mart,  Lib.  iii.  Epig,  82. 

Seneca,  at  the  end  of  Ids  fixty- 
fixth  letter,  inveighs  againft  it  as  a 
point  of  luxury  introduced  among 
the  Romans,  thus  — - Jn potius  optem 
ui  malaciJJ'andos  ariiculos  exohtis  meis 
porrigam  ? ut  muliercula^  aut  aliquis 
in  muliercidam  ex  viro  verfus  digiinlos 
meos  ducat  ? The  perfon  who  un- 
dergoes this  operation,  lies,  at  full 
length,  on  a couch  or  fopha,  on 
which  the  operator  chafes  or  rubs 
his  limbs,  and  cracks  the  joints  of 
the  wrifl  and  fingers.  All  this,  the/ 
pretend,  not  onl/  fupples  the  joints, 
but  procures  a brifker  circulation  to 
the  fluids  apt  to  flagnate,  or  loiter 

through 
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through  the  veins,  from  the  heat  of 

the  climate,  which  is^,  perhaps,  the 

bell  recommendation  of  fuch  a 

\ 
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letter  xxvi. 


DEAR  SIR. 

AT  a fmall  diiilance  from  Snrat 
lies  Bombay,  an  ifland  fo  litnate  as 
to  form  one  of  the  moft  commodi- 
ous bays  perhaps  in  the  world ; 
from  which  diflinftion  it  received 
the  denomination  of  Bombay,  by 
corruption  from  the  Portuguefe 
Buon  bahia.  The  harbour  is  fpa- 
cious  enough  to  contain  any  number 
of  Blips ; has  excellent  anchoring 
ground  i and  by  it’s  circular  pofiti- 
on,  can  afford  them  a land-lockcd 
file  Iter  againft  any  winds,  to  which 
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the  mouth  of  it  is  expo  fed.  'I'he 
caftle  is  a regular'  quadrangle,  well 
built  of  ftrong  hard  Hone ; and 
round  the  ifland  there  are  feveral 
little  out-forts  and  redoubts.  The 
Englifh  Church  at  Bombay,  is  a neat, 
airy  building.  Handing  on  the 
Green,  a large  fpace  of  ground, 
and  pleafantly  laid  out  in  walks 
planted  with  trees,  round  which  are 
moHly  the  houfes  of  the  Englifh 
inhabitants.  Thefe  conHH  only  of 
ground -Boors,  after  the  Roman  fa- 
fliion,  with  a court-yard  before  and 
behind,  offices,  and  out-houfes. 
They  are'  fubHantially  built  with 
.Hone  and  lime,  and  white-wafhed 
on  the  out-iide,  which  has  a decent 
appearance,  but  very  offenilve  to  the 

eyes 
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eyes  from  the  glare  of  the  fun.  Few 
of  them  have  glafs  windows  to  any 
apartment,  the  faflies  being  gene- 
rally pancd  with  a kind  of  tianfpa- 
rent  fquare-cut  oyfler-fliells,  tranf- 
mitting  fufficient  light,  and  exclud- 
ing, at  the  fame  time,  the  violence 
of  it’s  glare, 

At  fome  diflan ce  farther  on  the 
continent,  tliere  arc  fairs  held,  that 
lafl  generally  nine  or  ten  days.  Hi- 
ther the  Banyans  refort,  and  fuch  • 
dealers  as  are  fometimes  difappcint- 
ed  by  the  Faftors  or  Agents  of  the 
Company,  (who  befpeak  their  com- 
modities) to  expofe  their  goods  for 
Tale  on  banks  of  earth  raifed  for 
that  purpofe,  under  fmall  Hieds. 
The  foil  of  this  country  is  clnefly 

employed 
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employed  in  cocoa-nut  groves, 
palm-trees,  &c.  ^ 

As  to  the  cocoa-nut  tree  itfelf, 
not  all  the  minute  defcriptions  I 
have  heard  of  it,  feem  to  me  to 
come  up  to  the  reality  ot  it  s won- 
derful properties  and  ufe.  , Nothing 
is  fo  unpromiling  a§  the  afpeft  of 
‘ this  tree  ; nor  does  any  yield  a pro- 
duce more  profitable,  or  more  va- 
rioufiy  beneficial  to  mankind : it 
has  feme  refemblance  to  the  palm- 
tree  ; perhaps  one  of  it’s  fpecies. 
The  leaves  of  it  ferve  for  thatch- 
ing ; the  hulk  of  the  fruit  for  mak- 
ing  cordage,  and  even  the  larged 
cables  for  fhips.  The  kernel  of  it 
is  dried,  and  yields  an  oil  much 
wanted  for  feveral  ufes,  and  forms 

a coii^ 
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a conliderable  brancli  of  traffic  un- 
der the  name  of  copra.  Arrack,  a 
coarfe  fort  of  fugar,  called  jagree, 
and  -vinegar  are  alfo  extra6ted  from 
it,  befides  many  other  particular? 
too  tedious  to  enumerate.  The  cul- 
tivation of  it  is  extremely  eafy,  by 
means  of-channels  conveying  water 
to  the  roots,  and  a manure  laid 
round  them,  confifting  of  the  fmall 
fry  of  fiffi,  known  by  the  name  ot 
buckffiaw. 

There  are  alfo  here  and  there  in- 
terfpeiletl  a few  brab-trees^  oi  ra- 
ther wdld  palm  trees;  (the  word 
brab  being  derived  from  Brabo» 
which  in  Portugucfe  lignifies  wild) 
that  bear  an  inlipid  kind  of  fruit, 
about  the  fizc  of  a common  pear, 
Vor.  II.  F 
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and  produce  from  inciiions  at  the 
top,  the  toddy  or  liquor  drawn 
- from  them,  of  which  the  arrack 
that  is  made,  is  efleemed  much  bet- 
ter than  that  from  the  cocoa-nut 
tree.  They  are  generally  cultivated 
near  the  'fea-fide,  as  they  thrive  bell 
in  a fandy  foil.  It  is  on  .this  tree 
that  the  toddy  birds,  fo  called  from 
their  attachment  to- it,  build  their 
exquilitely  curious  nefls,  wrought 
out  of  the  thinnell  reeds  and  hla- 
men'i's  of  branches,  with  inimitable 
mechanifm.  The  birds  themfelves 
are  about  the  bignefs  of  a partridge, 
but  of  no  conlideration  either  for 
plumage,  fong,  or  the  table, 

■ The  banian  tree,  which  is  a fpe- 
cies  of  fig,  grows  here  to  an  enor- 
mous 


DEAN  MAHOMET. 


5» 


mous  height.  Some  of  it’s  branches 
fhoot  forth  horizontally  from  the 
trunk  ; and  from  them  proceed  a 
number  of  lefs  boughs,  that  fall  in 
a perpendicular  direclion,  down- 
wards, taking  root  from  other  bo- 
dies, which,  like  pillars,  ferve  to 
fupportthe  arms  they  fprung-  from. 
Thus,  one  tree  multiplies  into  twen- 
ty or  thirty  bodies,  and  Spreads 
over  a great  fpace  of  ground,  fuffi- 
cient  to  Hieiter,  at  leald,  five  hun- 
dred perfons.  Neither  is  this,  nor 
any  other  of  the  Indian  trees,  with- 
out leaves  all  the  year.  Under  the 
brandies  of  the  banian, -the  Gentoos 
frequently  place  tlicir  images,  and 
celebrate  their  felHvals ; and  the 
Faquirs  inflid  on  ihemfehcs,  *dif- 
h rent  kinds  of  punifhmciit.  Mil- 
^ ^ ton^ 
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ton,  in  his  Pantdife  Loft,  gives  a 
very  natimil  defcription  of  it  in  the 


following  terms  : 

The  fig-tree  j not  that  kind  for  fruit  renown’d  | 
But  fuch  as  this  6»y  to  Ir.dittrs  known 
In  Malabar^  or  Dccnn,  fpveuds  her  amts, 
Branching  fo  broad  aiid  long,  that  in  the  ground 
_ The  bettding  twigs  take  root  j and  daughters  grow 
About  the  mother  tree»  a pillar’d  fiwde  I 
High  over  atch’d,  and  echoing  walks  between. 


\ 
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DEAR  SIR, 

AS  tlie  praftice  of  chewing  betel 
is  univeri’al  throughout  India,  the 
defcription  of  it  may  not  prove  un- 
eiitertaining.  It  is  a creeping  plant 
cultivated  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
vine,  with  leaves  full  oflarge  fibres 
like  tliofe  of  the  citron,  but  longer 

and  narrower  at  tlie  extremity.  It 

0 

is  mixed  with  the  arek  and  chunam 
before  it  is  ufed.  The  arek-nut  is 
exactly  in  form  and  bignefs  like  a 
nutmeg,  only  harder;  it  is  marbled 
in  the  inlide  witli  wliite  and  reddifh 
llrcaks^  and  wrapped  up  in  the  leaf. 

F 3 Chunam. 
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Chunam  is  nothing  more  than  hnrnt 
J.ime  made  of  the  fineft  fhells.  i o 
thefe  three  articles  is  often  added  for 
luxury,  what  they  call  cachoonda,  a 
japan  earth,  which  from  perfumes 
and  other  mixtures^  receives  a high 
improvement.  The  talle  of  it  is^ 
at  lirft,  little  better  than  that  of 
common  chalk,  but  foon  turns  to  a 
favor  that  dwells  agreeably  on  the 
palate. 

Another  addition  they  ufe,  termed 
catchoo,  is  a blackifh,  granulated, 
perfumed  fubflance ; and  a great 
provocative,,  v/hen  taken  alone, 
which  is  not  a fmall  conlideration 
with  the  Afiatics  in  general. 

So  prevalent  is  the  cuflom  of 

chewing 


DEAN  MAHOMET. 


55 


chewing  betely  that  it  is  ufed  by 
perfoiis  of  every  defcription  ; 'but 
it  is  better  prepared  for  people  of  ' 
condition,  who  conlider  it  a breach 
of  politenefs  to  take  leave  of  their 
friends^  without  making  prefents  of 
it.  No  one  attempts  to  addrefs 
his  fuperior,  unlefs  his  mouth  is 
perfumed  with  it ; and  to  negleft 
this  ceremony  even  with  an  equal, 
would  be  deemed  an  unpardonable 
rudenefs. 

t 

The  dancing  girls  are  eternally 
feented  with  it,  as  being  a powerful 
incentive  to  love,  and  a compofiti- 
on  that  gives  fragrance  to  the  breath 
and  lips.  It  is  taken  after  meals, 
during  a vilit,  and  on  the  meeting 
and  parting  of  friends  or  acquaint- 

ancej 
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ance  ; and  mold  people  here  are  con- 
firmed in  the  opinion  that  it  alio 
flrQiigthens  the  flomaeh,  and  pre- 
ferves  the  teeth  and  gums.  It  is 
only  ufed  in  fmoking,  with  a mix- 
ture of  tobacco  and  refined  fugar, 
by  the  Nabobs  and  other  great 
men,  to  whom  this  fpccies  of  lux- 
uiy  is  confined. 

In  feveral  parts  of  the  country, 
the  foil  and  climate  are  very  fa- 
vourable to  thefe  latter  producti- 
ons. Tobacco  of  the  fincft  quality, 
grows  in  rich  moild  grounds,  in 
which  it  is  generally  planted,  and 
brought  by  cultivation  to  great  per- 
fection.. The  fugar  plantations  em- 
ploy thoufands  of  the  natives,  who 
alonet,  inured  to  the  excelTive  heat 
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of  vertical  funs,  are  adequate  to  the 
fatigue  of  this  laborious  buhnefs. 
The  cane  commonly  fhoots  up  to 
the  height  of  five  or  fix  feet,  and  is 
about  half  an  inch  in  diameter:  the 
ftem  or  flock  is  divided  by  knots, 
above  the  Ipace  of  a foot  from  each 
other : at  the  top,  it  puts  forth  a 
number  of  green  leaves,  from  which 
fprings  a white  flower.  The  canes, 
when  ripe,  are  found  quite  full  of  a 
pithy  juice,  (of  which  the  fugar  is 
made)  and  being  then  carried  to  the 
mill  in  bundles,  are  cut  up  into 
fniall  pieces,  and  thrown  into  a 
large  velTel  much  in  the  form  of  a 
mortar j in  which  they  are  ground 
by  wooden  rollers  plated  with  ftcel, 
and  turned  either  by  the  help  of 
oxen,  or  manual  labour ; during 

this 
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this  procefs,  a liquor  ifTues  from 
them,  which  is  convey.ed  through  a 
pipe  in  the  vefTel  above  defcribed, 
into  another  in  the  fugar-houfe,  and 
thence  paffes  into  a copper,  that  is 
heated'  by  a flow  fire,  ib  as  to  make 
it  fimmer ; it  is  then  mixed  with 
afhes  and  quick  lime,  in  order  to  fe- 
parate  the  unftuous  parts,  which 
float  upon  the  furface.  in  a thick, 
feum,  that  is  cbnflantly  taken  off 
with  the  fkimmer.  Aft'er  this,  it 
pafles  through  a fecond,  tiiird, 
fourth,  and  fifth  boiler,  wliich  laft 
brings  it  to  the  confiftence  of  a thick 
fyrup.  In  the  fixth  boiler,  it  is, 
mixed  with  a certain  quantity  of 
milk  lime  water  and  allum,-  and 
receives  it’s  full  ceftion,  which  re- 
duces 
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duces  it  to  almoft  one-third  of  it's 
hrft  quantity.  It  is  finally  put  into 
fmall  baficets,  where  it  remains 
fome  time  to  cool,  and,  afterwards, 
becomes  fit  for  immediate  ufe. 

This  is  the  manner  of  preparing 
the  Eafi:  Indian  loaf  fugar,  fo  much 
efieemed  in  London,  and  confelfed- 
ly  allowed  to  be  the  bell  made  in 
any  part  of  the  world. 
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LETTER  XXVIII. 


DEAR  SIR, 

THE  pra^ice  of  gambling  fo 
claiigerou&in  it’s  efFefts  to  many  of 
it’s  votaries,  is  purfued  in  India 
with  much  eageinefs,  and  even 
fanflioned  by  the  laws  of  the  coun- 
try. It  is,  however,  regulated  un- 
der certain  reftri61ions,  and  permit- 
ted only  for  a Emitted  time.  Dur- 
ing the  term,  which  in  the  Indian 
dialeft,  is  called  dewalli,  and  conti- 
nues but  a fortnight,  the  gaming 
table  is  frequented  by  perfons  of 
every  defcription.  Thofe  vrho  con- 
du^  this  amufement,  are  under  a 

lieavy 
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heavy  licenfe,  and  give  ample  fecu- 
hty  for  their  obfervance  of  peace 
and  good  order.  On  fuch  occafi- 
ons,  they  generally  keep  police 
cruards  at  their  honfes,  to  prevent 
difputes  among  the  adventurers. 
Before  they  enter  on  this  bubnefs, 
every  manager,  or  keeper  of  a gam- 
bling houfe,  is  fupplied  with  a 
large  fumof  money,  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  gamefters,  to  whom 
he  lends  it  out,  on  very  advantage- 
ous conditions.  The  winner  pays 
liim  in  proportion  to  his  gain,  and 
the  lofer  fecures  him  in  the  princi- 
pal borrowed,  with  interefl.  Thus, 
by  a rapid  increafe  of  growing  pro- 
fits, he  accumulates,  in  a little 
time,  yafi  riches. 


VoL.  II. 
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Notwithflanding  the  paffions  of 
men,  and  the  quick  circulation  of 
cafh  amid  fuch  buflling  fcenes,  it 
feldom  happens  that  bafe  coin  is 
ever  found  among  the  gains  of  tlie 
fortunate.  The  following'  is  the 
only  inllance,  within  my  recollec- 
tion, of  it’s  being  paffed  in  the 
country  ; 

A Seapoy,  jicfTefTed  of  fifty  ru- 
peeSj  his  foie  treafure,  was  going 

from  Calcutta  to  Patna  ; on  the 

/ 

way,  he  met  a man  of  genteel  ap- 
^pearance,  to  whom,  in  the  courfe 
of  a free  conyerfation,  he  unbofcm- 
ed  himfelf,  and  difcovered  the  bulk 
of  his  fortune.  His  fellow-travel- 
ler, who  proved  to  be  a coiner,  ob- 
ferved,  that  as  his  (the  Seapoy’s) 

rupees 
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rupees  were  the  currency  of  Calcut- 
ta, it  would  be  his  intereft  to 
change  them  for  thofe  of  Patna, 
whither  he  was  going,  as  he  would 
benefit  conliderably  by  the  ex- 
change ; and  that  he  could  oblige 
him  with  the  coin  of  that  city. 
The  poor  foldier,  thankfully  ac- 
cepting the  offer,  counted  down  his 
fifty  good  pieces  of  filver,  for  fifty 
glittering  bafe  ones  of  the  fharper, 
and  parting  him  with  a mutual 
lhake  of  the  hands,  proceeded  on  his 
journey.  Not  until  his  arrival  at 
Muxadabad,  where  he  was  about 
purchafing  fome  nccefiary,  did  he 
diiCover  the  fhining  fpecimens  of 
his  friend’s  ingenuity,  and  making 
fi)me  very  difmal,  though  pertinent 
refl^flions  on  the  occafion,  with  a 
G 3 coantenance 


64 


THE  TRA.VELS  OF 


countenance,  on  which  you  could 
read  in;  legible  characters,  A 
BLANK,  he  exclaims  — I was  a 
Jiranger^  and  he  humanely  took  me 
in. 

After  perambulating  every  flreet 
and  alley  of  the  large  town  of 
Muxadabad,  and  pervading  every 
corner  of  it’s  precinCls,  he,  at 
length,  found  his  quandam  compa- 
nion at  a gaming  table,  and  in  a 
paroxyfmof  gratitude  not  to  be  ex- 
prelled  by  iny  unequal  pen,  feized 
him  by  the  collar,  bellowing  on 
him,  at  the  fame  time,  fuch  vio- 
lent carelTes  of  rude  friendlhip,  as 
greatly  disfigured  his  perfon  and 
apparel.  When  the  firft  tranfports 
were  over,  he  requefled  his  money, 

which 
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which,  after  fome  prefling  folicita- 
tionSj  he  obtained,  and  went  his 
way,  but  not  without  leaving  liis 
worthy  acquaintance  fome  vilible 
figns  and  tokens  of  lailing  remem- 
brance. 

Though'few  the  individuals  in  In- 
dia, who  impole  on  the  unwary  by 
the  arts  of  fwindling  and  fraud,  the 
jugglers,  or  llight-of-hand  men,  are 
numerous,  and  greatly  excel  in  their 
tricks  and  deceptions,  any  thing  of 
the  kind  exhibited  in  Europe. 

I have  feen  one  of  this  aflonifh- 
ing  clafs  of  men,  place  in  the  centre- 
of  a bazar,  a little  fhrub  or  branch 
of  a tree,  with  only  a few  leaves  on 
it,  over  which  he  has  thrown  a cloth, 

^ 3 and. 
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and  after  playing  for  about  half  an 
hour,  on  a bailee,  a fort  of  inftru- 
ment  conlifling  of  a tube  made  of 
the  fhell  ofa  pumbkin,  and  connect- 

t 

ed  with  two  fmall  reeds,  through 
which  the  founds  pafs  from  the  tube 
applied  to  the  mouth,  he  has  delired 
fome  perfon  in  the  crowd  to  take  off 
the  clothe  and  the  fame  branch,  to 
the  furprife  of  every  beholder,  ap- 
peared laden  v/ith  fruit  and  bloffoms. 
It  would  beendlefsto  defcribe  thei? 
other  deceptions,  which  are  equally 
unaccountable  as  wonderful.  Their 
incantation  of  fnakes,  in  particular, 
has  been  attributed  by  many  of  your 
countrymen,  to  magic  and  the  pow- 
er of  the  devil.  Their  hooded  fnakes, 
as  they  call  them,  are  brought  from 
place  to  place  inclofe  balkets,  which 

are 
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are  uncovered  at  the  time  of  exhibi- 
tion ; and  thefe  reptiles,  when  the 
jugglers  begin  to  play  on  their  in- 
flruments,  raife  up  their  heads  and 
dance  while  this  flrange  mufic  con- 
tinues ; but  if  it  fliould  flop,  they 
alfo  ceafe  from  dancing,  and  in- 
llantly  Hifs  at  each  other.  The 
dreadful  infedfion  raging  in  the  hu- 
man blood  from  the  fling  of  a 
fnake,  is  effeftually  cured  by  a jug-' 
gler,  who,  if  fent^  for  in  time,  by 
playing  bn  his  bailee,  as  ufual,  calls 
forth  the  venemous  reptile  from  it’s 
hole,  and  compels  it  to  bite  the 
per fon  already  affebled,  till  it’s  poi- 
fon  is  exhaufted,  after  which,  it  ex- 
pires, and  the  patient  recovers. 
Some  of  thefe  men  will  fometimes 
prefent  themfelves  to  public  view 

with 
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•with  two  fnakes  writhing  round  the 
neck,  without  receiving  the  leafl:  in- 
jury. There  is  another  fpecies  of 
the  ferpent,  which  is  very  large  and 
•long,  with  a liead  as  big  as  an  in- 
fants, and. a beautiful  face  refem- 
bling  the  human  : it  has  been  re- 
marked, by  feveral,  that  this  kind  is' 
fuppofed  to  be  the  fame  as  that 
wliich  tempted  our  firll  mamma. 
Eve. 
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LETTER  XXIX. 


DEAR  SIR, 

OF  ull  the  animals  in  the  Fall  or 
clfewherc^  none  can  equal  the  ele- 
phant in  magnitude.  U o excite  your 
wonder,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  af- 
ford you  fome  entertainment,  I fhall 
liere  give  you  a particular  delcrip- 
tion  of  this  quadruped,  which  is 
(nem.  con.)  the  largeid  in  the  uni- 
verfe.  It  is  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
feet  high,  and  feven  broad  : it’s  Ikin 
about  the  belly  is  fo  tough,  that  a 
fword  cannot  penetrate  it : the  eyes 
of  it  are  exceeding  fmall,  the  ears 
large,  the  body  round  and  full,  and 

the 
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- the  back  rifes  to  an  arch*:  it  is  of  a 
darkifh  colour  and  very  much  feam- 
ed  : on  each  fide  of  it’s  jaws,  within 
the  mouth  are  four  teeth  or  grind-  . 
ers ; and  two  teeth  which  projeft 
outwards : in  the  male,  they  are 
flironger  and  thicker;  in  the  fe- 
male, they  are  fharper  and  finall- 
er  : both  male  and  female  ufe 
one,  which  is  fharp  as  a defenfive 
weapon j and  the  other,  which  is 
blunted,  to  grub  up  trees  and  plants 
for  food.  The  teeth  of  the  male 
fometimes  grow  to  the  length  of 
ten  feet,  and  have  been  known  to 
'weigh  three  hundred  pounds  each  : 
the  teeth  of  the  female,  though 
lefs,_  are  the  moft  valuable  ivory. 
They  naturally  fhed  their  teeth 
once  in  ten  years,  and  bury  them 


care- 


carefully  in  the  earth,  to  prevent, 
as  it  is  imagined,  tlieir  being  found  - 
by  man.  The  elephant’s  tongue  is 
finall,  but  broad  j the  feet  round 
and  ample,  and  the  legs  have  joints, 
which  are  flexible  : the  forehead  is 
large  and  riling  • the  tail  refembles 
that  of  a heg  ; and  the  blood  of 
this  creature  is  colder  than  that  of 
any  other ; but  the  organ  which 
moil  peculiarly  diftinguifhes  it,  is 
the  trunk.  This  lingular  member 
is  crooked,  grifly,  and  pliant,  about 
feven  feet  in  length,  three  in  cir. 
cumference,  and  gradually  dimi- 
nifhing  to  the  extremity.  At  the 
root,  near  the  nofe,  are  two  paf- 
fages,  the  one  into  the  head,  the 
other  to  the  mouth  • through  the 
Ill'll,  it  breathes  ; and  by  the  latter, 

it 
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it  receives  it’s  provilioris,  the  trunk 
ferving  the  purqofes  of  a hand  to 
feed  it,  and  a weapon  to  defend  it. 
So  ftrong  is  this  powerful  animal, 
that  it  can  lift  a prodigious  weight; 
and  fo'^delicatc  in  the  fehfation  of 
feclinE^T  that  it  can  take  tlie  fiHrilleft 
piece  of  coin  from  the  ground.  It 
delights  much  in  water,  and  vaii 
fwim  a great  way. 

They  are  taken  by  ftratagem  in 
different  parts  of  India,  as  they  de- 
feend  from  the,  'mountains,  where 
they  feed,  to  the  lakes  or  rivers,  to 
water.  The  hotteewallies,  or  peo- 
ple ' employed  to  take  them,  dig 
deep  trenches  in  their  diredlion, 
which  they  conceal  with  reeds  co- 
vered over  with  earth  and  grafs ; 

the 
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the  elephants,  on  their  way  to  the 
watering  places j unacquainted  with 
the  danger  before  them,  fall  into  the 
pit  contrived  by  t hefe  artful  men  who 
often  rifque  their  lives  in  the  execu- 
tion of  fuch  hazardous  pro  jedls.  The 
old  animals^  by  fome  means,  extri- 
cate themfelves,  and  efcape  to  the 
woods,  but  the  young  ones,  who 
thus  become  an  ealy  prey  to  their' 
puffuers,  are  fuffered  to  remain  in 
this  fituation,  for  fome  days  without 
foodj  till  they  are  almofl  fpent,  and 
unable  to  make  any  reiiflance  : an 
cafy  defceiit  is  then  opened  into  the 
pits  or  trenches,  and  collars  thrown 
round  their  necks,  after  which  they 
are  mounted,  and  following,  a tame 
elephant  as  their  leadei%  conduCled 
with  great  facility  to  the  next  town 
VoL,  II.  H ' or 
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or  village.  When  a conliderable 
number  of  them,  is  collected  in  this 
manner,  they  are  regularly  trained 
by  the  hotteewallies,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  Nabobs  and  other  great  men ; 
and  when  rendered  by  age  unfit  for 
tlieir  amufements,  they  ferve  to 
carry  the  ■ equipage  of  camps  and 
other  burdens.  Under  the  manage- 
ment of  their  tutors,  they  are 
taught  to  do  any  thing,  aiid^  in  a 
ffiort  time, 'become  as  tracfable  as 
the  horfes  of  the  mofi:  famous  riders 
in  Europe, 

It  is  related  of  one  of  them, 
that  when  the  child  of  h’s  keep- 
er, lay  fome  time  in  a tradle, 
crying  for  want  of  natirifbmcnt^  in 
the  abfence  of  the  parents,  this  huge 

but 
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but  generous  animal  took  it  up 
gently,  gave  it  fuck,  and  afterwards 
laid  it  down  in  tlie  cradle  with  the 
utmofl  folicitude.  This  tendernefs, 
which  is  not  unlike  gratitude  in  our 
fpecies,  proceeded  from  the  kind 
treatment  of  it’s  keeper. 

An  elephant  is  commonly  fold  by 
meafurement ; and  fome  of  thofe 
animals,  which  are  young  and  well 
trained,  arepurchafed  at  the  rate  of 
150  rupees  per  cubit : they  are  mea- 
fured  from  the  head  to  the  tail, 
whlcli  is  about  feven  cubits  long, 
and  at  this  calculation  will  amount 
to  above  one  hundred  pounds  fler- 
ling  each, 

Kext  to  the  elephant  in  bulk  and 
H 3 figure, 
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figure,  is  fhe  rhinaceros,  called  hy 
the  modern  Indians,  abadu ; it  is 
not  unlike  the  wild  boar,  but  much 
larger,  having  thicker  feet,  and  a 
more  unwieldy  body.  It  is  covered 
with  large  hard  fcales  of  a blackifh 
colour,  which  are  divided  into  fmall 
fquares,  raifed  a little  above  the 
Ikin,  and  nearly  refembling  thofe 
of  the  crocodile.  It’s  head,  which 
is  large,  is  wrapped  up  behind  in  a 
kind  of  capuchin  ; it’s  mouth  is  lit- 
tle ; but  its  fnout  extends  to  a great 
length,  and  is  armed  with  a long 
thick  horn,  which  makes  him  terri- 
ble to  other  animals,  it’s  tongue  is 
as  rough  as  a hie,  and  a fort  of 'wings 
like  thofe  of  the  bat,  cover  the 
belly. 

V 
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In  the  Eaflern  territories,  there  is 
no  beall  more  ufeiul  than  the  camel, 
either  for  burden  or  difpatch  : fome 
of  them  will  carry  athoufand  weight, 
and  travel,  at  leaft,  fcven  or  eight 
miles  an  hour : they  have  no  teeth, 
except  in  the  lower  jaw,  and  one 
bunch  on  the  back ; none  of  the 
brute  creation,  of  fuch  a bulk,  lefs 
voracious  than  this  creature.  They 
lie  down  on  tlieir  bellies  to  receive 
their  loads,  and  are  always  govern- 
ed by  tlie  voice  of  the  driver,  who 
could  never  mend  their  pace,  by 
beating  them.  They  are  naturally 
fearful,  and  extremely  patient  under 
fatigue. 
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DEAR  SIR. 

IN  the  year  of  1779,  we  march- 
ed from  Fort  William ^to  Baraham- 
pore,  and  in  fome  time  after  our 
arrival,  the  llrong  fortrefs  of  Gan- 
lin  was- taken  by  our  troops;  the 
particular  account  of  which,  is  as 
follows ; 

The  Morattoes,  whole  depreda- 
tions in  every  quarter,  had  given 
a general  alarm,  were  making  con- 
Rant  fallies  from  the  different  polls 
they  fortified  in  many  parts  of 
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the  country.  Their  ftrongeil  hold, 
however,  was  the  fort  ot  Ganlin, 
in  which  they  centred  all  their  hopes 
of  fecurity,  as  it  was  ahvays  confi- 
dered  to  be  impregnable.  It  Hands 
on  a rock  about  two  cofs  in  length, 
and  in  many  places  above  four  hun- 
dred feet  high,  in  fome  three  hun- 
dred, but  in  no  lituation  lefs  than 
one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  height. 
The  table  is  entirely  furrounded  by 
a rampart  of  Hone,  rifing  immedi- 
ately from  the  edge  of  the  rock, 
which  in  moH  parts,  is  rendered 
perpendicular.  Within  the  ram- 
part are  many  fine  buildings,  large 
tanks,  innumerable  wells,  and  culti- 
vated land. 

The  only  accefs  to  the  fort,  is  by 

a flight 
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ii  fliglit  of  fteps,  defended  by  the 
rock  on  one  fide,  and  a large 
Hone  wall  on  the  other,  flanked 
with  baftions ; and  on  the  fummit, 
is  a paifage  through  feveri  gate- 
ways. The  craggy  rock  frightfully 
lofty^  into  which  are  hewn  many 
caves,  at  whofe  entrances  are  gi- 
gantic figures  of  men  and  animals ; 
the  rampart  feeming  almdfl  a con- 
tinuation of  this  awful  precipice  ; 
and  the  riling  edifices,  whofe  folemii 
domes,  battlements,  and  balconies, 
are-fufpended,  as  it  were,  over  the 
dreadful  Ideep,  forming  all  together, 
the  moll  fublime  view  I ever  be- 
held, llrike  the  imagination  with  a 
kind  of  horrible  aftonifhment  far 
beyond  fimple  admiration.  A tribe 
of  Morattocs,  v/ho  lived  by  robbery, 

about 
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about  this  place,  informed  the  Ra- 
na,  that  they  afcended  the  fort  in 
the  night,  and  found  the  Chokee- 
dars  aileep  ; and  offered,  if  encou- 
raged by  a fufficient  pecuniary  re- 
compenfe,  to  lead  his  troops  to  the 
very  fpot  from  whence  they  climbed 
up,  promifing  alfo  their  affiffance, 
by  fixing  ladders  to  help  them  to 
mount ; but  the  Rana,  through 
want  of  confidence  in  his  troops, 
declined  the  enterprile. 

« 

Captain  Popham,  one  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  Officers,  having  procured  fome 
intelligence  of  the  propofal  made  to 
the  Rana,  requefted  of  him  to  fend 
thofe  men  to  him  : they  accordingly 
came,  through  the  hope  of  reward, 
and  went  to  the  appointed  place, 

with' 
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' with  fume  of  his  own  fpies,  who 
were  particularly  dire£led  to  watch 
their  a61iQn5.  The  accounts  brought 
back  were  fo  fatisfa61ory,  that  he 
xuade  inllaut  preparations  lor  afur- 
prife,  which  he  condu6led  with  fe- 
crecy  and  difpatch. 

In  a month's  time,  during  which, 
he  ‘obtained  feme  knowledge  of  this 
important  fituation,  he  was  in  per- 
fect read inefs  for  the  intended  at- 
tack, and  on  the  third  of  AugJ^.ft, 
about  eleven  o'clock,  at  night.  Cap- 
tain William  Bruce,  at  the  head  of 
his  britiflr  grenadiers,  was  ordered 
to  march  in  fronts  attended  by  Lieut, 
Cameron,  engineer,  with  his  appa- 
vatus  for  fcaliiig  ; Captain  Popham, 
with  two  battalions,  followed  foor 

after 
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after,  to  fupport  the  aflailaiits,  and 
dire6l  the  entire  expedition.  Captain 
M ‘Clary  was  ordered  with  his  bat- 
talion to  march  round  towards  the 
town,  and  intercept  AmbalTce,  a 
Morattoe  Chief;  who  liad  cantoned 
in  it  with  four  hundred  horfe;  and 
Captain  Clode.was  left  in  charge  of 
the  camp,  at  Raypore,  near  four  cofs 
fiom  Ganlin.  In  this  difpofition, 
the  party  advanced  by  private  roads, 
and  arrived  at  the  foot  of  the  rock, 
an  hour  before  day-break.  Captain 
Bruce^’s  people  were  provided  with 
facks  of  coarfe  cloth,  fluffed  with 
cotton,  to  prevent  the  noife  of  their 
feet  in  mounting,  and  juft  a^  they 
arrived,  the  guards  of  the  fort  were 
going  their  rounds,  (as  is  the  cuftom 
with  the  Chokeedars,)  their  lights 

were 
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were  feen,  and  the  men  diftinftly 
heard.  This  feenied  to  portend  the 
ruin  of  the  plan,  but  firmnefs  and 
fefolu^idn  conquered  every  appre- 
henfion  of  danger.  The  fpies  ob- 
ferving  tlie  utmoft  filence,  roount- 
ed  the  rock,  and  afcended  the  wall, 
fiom  whence  they  brought  intelli- 
gence that  all  was  quiet : Lieut. 
Cameron  then  fixed  the  wooden  lad- 
ders by  which  he  mounted,  and 
gave  thbfe  of  rope  to  the  fpies,  who 
faflened  them  by  a noofe  round  the 
battlements  of  the  wall. 

Every  thing  in  readinefs,  Capt. 
Bruce  afcended  with  twelve  men, 
and  when  he  had  got  within  the 
fort,  he  ordered  them  to  fit  down 
as  clofely  as  poflible  under  the  wall, 

till 
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till  the  others  would  come  up.  Near 
tlie  place  where  they  concealed 
themfelves,  three  Chokeedars  lay 
alleep,  and  three  Seapoys  raflily 
lired,  wliich  had  almoih  defeated 
the  fuccefs  of  the  enterprizej  and 
facriflced  the  lives  of  the  little 
party,  which  was  foon  furrounded 
by  alarmed  numbers  of  tlie  garri- 
fon.  Befofe  they  liad  recovered 
from  their  alionifliment,  of  feeing 
our  gallant  foldiers  within  their 
walls,  tliirty  Seapoys  had  afpended, 
and  the  relt  followed  very  fiifl : a 
few  fhot  and  rockets  were  ex- 
changed, and  their  principal  Officer 
being  wounded,  the  enemy  difmay- 
ed  and  confounded  at  tlie  boldnefs 
of  the  undertaking,  took  fhelter  in 
the  inner  buildings  of  the  fort,  from 
VoL,  II.  I which 
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which  they  efcaped  in  the  utinolt 
confuiion. 

Their  Officers  Golle6led  within 
one  houfe,  with  their  women,  and 
hung  out  a white  flag : a detach^ 
ment  of  the  Englifh  was  fent  to  re- 
ceive their  arms,  and  give  thein 
quarters. 

Thus  fell,  in  lefs  than  two  hours, 
the  great  and,  as  it  was,  deemed, 
impregnable  fortrefs  of  Ganlin, 
.without  the  lofs  of  a man ; and 
twenty  only  were  wounded.  The 
place  wdiere  the  affault  was  made, 
from  the  foot  of  the  rock  to  the 
wall  is  above  two  hundred  feet 
high  ; to  behold  it  even,  mull  aflo- 
nifh  you,  beyond  defcription,  and 

you 
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you  would  have  confidered  the  exe- 
cution of  fuch  a proje6l  all  toge- 
ther impra6licable,  and  not  within 
the  compafs  of  human  courage  or 
abilities. 

The  enemy  hitherto  regarding 
any  intention  of  difturbing  then. .. 
as  the  greateft  prefumption,  a-ttri- 
buted  our  fucccfs  to  the  divine  in- 
terpofition  : fuch  an  attempt  was 
indeed  above  common  conception, 
and  it  had  never  fucceeded,  but  for 
the  terror,  with  which  tlie  boldncfs 
of  the  enterprife,  had  ftruck  the 
unwary  dupes  of  heedlefs  fecurity. 
The  greatnefs  of  the  undertaking, 
reflccls  the  highell:  honour  on  the 
Officers  and  men  employed  in  it  ^ 
and  proves  the  general  opinion  lliat 
I there 


88 


THE  TR  A.VELS  OF 


there  is  no  difficulty  fo  arduous 
which  may  not  be  fubdued,  by  the 
refolution  and  perfeverance  of  a 
Eritifh  foldier. 

The  Morattoe  parties  in  this 
country,  having  heard  with  aftonifh- 
ment  of  the  furrcnder  of  Ganlin^ 
began  to  dread,  and  venerate  the 
very  names  of  the  conquerors  ; and 
fhortly  after  it  was  furprifed,  they 
evacuated  eight  forts,  which  they 
they  had  formerly  taken  from  the 
Raja  of  Ghoad.  From  one  of  the 
apartments  of  the  Imperial  palace, 
built  by  Akbar,  within  the  fort,  I 
looked  downj  and  beheld,  as  it  were 
from  the  clouds,  the  town,  four 
hundred  feet  below  me : fuch  an 
awful  fcene  forms  a fubjcdt  for  the 

pencil 
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pencil  of  the  moil  fublime  artift. 

About  this  time,  Col.  William  A 
Baillie,  who  was  marching  with  a 
defachment  oftwo  hundred  Europe- 
ans, and  a battalion  and  half  of  Sea- 
poys,  from  one  of  the  provinces  to 
join  tlie  main  army,  which  was  go- 
ing to  the  relief  of  Arcot,  was  at- 
tacked byliyder's  fon,  with  a large 
force,  and  repulfed  him  with  flaugh- 
tcr.  The  Colonel  as  ufual,  diilin- 
guiilred  Idmfelfon  this  occaiion  with 
great  firmnefs  and  intrepidity. 
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DEAR  SIR. 

IN  the  year  of  178 1,  Captain  Ba- 
ker, after  his  appointment  to  the 
command  of  the  Seapoys’ battalion, 
in  the  fecond  brigade,  with  Lieute- 
nants Sirapfon  and  Williamfon,  two 
companies  of  Europeans,  and  two 
companies  of  Seapoys,  marched  from 
Barahampore,  in  order  to  join  the 
fecond  brigade  inCaunpore:  on  his 
promotion,  he  appointed  me  mar- 
ket-mailer to  fupply  the  bazar.  We 
halted  at  Denapore  to  refrefh  the 
party,  and  draw  their  pay;  and  as 
they  proceeded  on  their  march,  I 
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was  difpatched,  with  an  efcort  of 
two  Seapoy s to  Gooldengu nge,  whi ch 
was  confidered  the  cheapefl  market, 
to  purchafe  corn  for  the  army,  and 
had  in  my  poiTeffion  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  four  hundred  goolmores,  with 
bills  on  the  CommifTary  there, 
amounting  in  all  to  fifteen  hundred 
pounds  fieri.  As  we  journeyed  on- 
wards, one  of  the  Seapoys  happened 
to  trample  Ibme  melons  in  paffing 
through  a plantation  near  the  river 
fide,  and  on  being  obferved  by  the 
proprietor,  who  defired  him  to  be 
more  cautious  in  his  career,  he  re- 
turned him  fome  impertinent  an- 
fwer,  which  rou fed  the  peafant’s  re- 
fentment,  and  difcord  expanding 
her  gloomy  wings,  a battle  enfued  ; 
the  neighbouring  cottagers  thus 
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alaiMied,  flocked  to  tlieir  friend’s 
afliitance,  and  cruelly  flabbed  his 
adverfiry,  who  fell  a breathlefs 
corpfe  beneath  their  murderous 
weapons.  The  other  Seapoy  made 
off  through  the  country,  but  I was 
difmounted  from  my  liorfe,  which.! 
was  obliged  to  leave  behind,  and 
haviug  plunged  into  the  Ganges,  on 
ydrofe  verge . I flood  trembling  for 
my  fate,  with,  tho  utmofe  difficulty 
I gained  the  oppolite  fliore,  fainting 
under  the  fatigue  of  my  exertions 
in  cFofiiag  the  wide  river,  witli  my 
clothes  on,  and  fa ch  a weight  of 
gold  about  me.  A few  of  the  peafan- 
try,  who  beheld  me  thus  ilruggling 
for  life^  ran  to  my  affiftance,  and 
after  fupporting  me  to  the  next  cot- 
tage, kindly  miniilered  what  relief 
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was  in  their  power.  As  the  night 
approiicheclj  I funk  to  reft,  and  for- 
got the  dangers  of  my  late  journey 
in  the  fweet  oblivion  of  fleep.  Next 
morning,  finding  myfelf  tolerably 
reftored,  I made  my  acknowledg- 
ments to  thefe  humane  people, 
whofe  foot-fteps,  an  all-ruling  Pro- 
vidence muft^  in  that  crifts^  have 
diredled,  to  fave  me  from  impend- 
ing diflolution ; and  having  gone 
forthwith  to  the  Fouzdar  of  Gool- 
dengungOj  and  given  him  up  my 
money  and  bills,  I related  the  ftory 
of  my  adventures:  he  feemed  much 
affedted  at  the  recital^  and  detain- 
ed me  till  the  fupplies  for  theufe  of 
the  troops  were  purchafed  ; a part 
v/as  fent  by  water  to  Caunpore  ; and 
the  reft  by  land,  conlifting  of  ftve- 

ral 


94 


\ 


"fuz  travels  of 


rarioads  of  corn  drawn  by  bullocks, 
with  which  I travelled,  and  joined 
4he  army  at  Buxar.  From  the  ear- 
ly intelligence  of  ihe  Scapoy,  who 
efcaped  before  me,  the  greateft  fur- 
prize,  and  even  doubt  of  the  reality 
of  my  exiftence  at  my  arrival,  was 
almoft  graven  on  every  countenanecj, 
as  the  prevailing  opinion  unani- 
moufly  agreed  on  by  ail  parties,  was, 
that  I had  fallen  a facrifice  with  the 
other  Seapoy  to  the  rage  and  refent^ 
ment  of  the  country  people. 

From  Buxar  we'^marched-  for 
Caunporej.  where  we  arrived  in  the 
latter  end  of  February,  On  the 
BrU  of  March,  Cnpt.  Baker  took  the 
command  of  the  battalion  ofSeapoys 
in  Major  Roberts’ regiment,  fo  which 

he 
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he  had  recently  promoted,  and 
by  h:s  recommendation,  I was  ap- 
pointed Jemidar  in  the  fame  batta- 
lion. 

Plaving  received  an  account  ofthe 
infiirre,6lions  of  the  Morattoes  in  the 
vicinage  of  Caulpee,  on  the  banks 
ofthe  river  Jemina,  the  entire  bri- 
gade, by  order  of  Colonel  Morgan, 
proceeded  to  that  town,  and  a part 
of  the  main  army  in  different  detach- 
ments, fcoured  the  neighbouring 
country,  in  order  to  difperfe  thofe 
diflurbers  ofthe  public  tranquility^ 
v/ho,  after  fome  flight  fkirmifhes, ' 
entirely  fled,  overawed  by  the  tQYv> 
j:or  of  our  arms. 

We  remained  a few  weeks  in 

Caulpce, 
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Caulpee,  and  then  returned  to  Caun- 
pore,  where  ourftay  was  of  no  long 
.continuance,. 

About  this  time  Governor  Hafl- 
ings  having  required  of  Cheyt-ling 
his  ftipulated  fubfidies,  towards  de- 
fraying the  e^Lpences  of  the  late  war 
with  Hyder  Ally  ; und  bndirfg  him 
either  imwdlling  or  unable  to  pay 
tliem,  fent  'a  guard  conliiling  of  two 
companies  of  Scapoys  to  arreft  hjm  : 
the  alarming  neivs  of  his  being  made 
a pri Toner,  foon  fpread  through  the 
country,  androufedthe  indignation 
of  his  troops,  w^ho  were  feen  in  a 
large  body,  croffuig  the  river  from 
Ramnagur  to  the  palace,  in  wdiich 
he  w^as  confined.  The  twm  compa- 
pies  of  our  Seapoys,  who  formed 

the 
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the  guard  in  an  in  do  fed  fquare  out- 
fide  the  palace,  were  mofUy  malla- 
cred  by  this  powerful  foixe  v/hich 
rulhed  onward,  like  an  irrefiftible 
torrent,  that  fweeps  all  away  before 
it. 

Ramjaum,  one  of  the  Raja’s  Ge- 
nerals, after  killing  a ferjeant  of  the 
Seapoys,  who  oppofed  his  entrance, 
broke  into  the  royal  manfion,  and 
made  way  for  the  foldiery,  who  cf- 
corted  their  Prince  through  a gar- 
den which  led  to  the  river.  As  the 
banks  were  high  above  the  fur- 
face,  they  let  him  down  by  tur- 
bans tied  together,  into  a boat 
that  conveyed  him  to  the  other 
fide,  whence  he  efcaped  under 

VoL.  If.  K the 
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the  friendly  lliade  of  night,  to 
Lutteefgur,  one  of  his  ftrongeft 
fortreffes,  with  a chofen  band  of 
men  to  prote6l  -him, 
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DEAR  SIR, 

THE  day  following,  a large 
party  of  the  Rajahs,  with  Ram- 
jaum  at  their  head,  went  in  purfuit 
of  Governor  Haftings,  who  pro- 
ceeded to  Chunargar ; and  having 
fought  him  in  vain,  they 'returned 
to  Ramnagur,  where  they  attacked 
a ftrong  body  of  the  Englifh  under 
the  command  of  Capt.  Mayaffre,  of 
the  artillery,  who  was  liemmed  in 
on  every  fide  by  the  narrow  flreets 
and  winding  alleys  of  the  tov/n,  with 
K 3 which 
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which  he  was  unacquainted.  Being  I 
thus  expofed  the  fire  of  the  ene- 
my from  all  quarters,  and  particu- 
larly to  that  of  a covered  party  that 
greatly  annoyed  hirn,  he  fell  in  the 
fcene  of  battle,  v^^ith  upwards  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  of  his  men,  among 
whom  were  Captain  Doxat,  and 
Lieutenants  Stalker,  Symes,  and 
Scott,  belides  eiglity  wounded.  Af- 
ter imny  hr  a.ve  flruggles,  Captain* 
Blair,  at  lafl,  effefted  a regular  and 
ileady  retreat,  which  'gained  him 
much  honour.  He  prevented  the 
eager  purfuit  of  the  enemy,  who 
followed  him  till  he  came  within  a 
few  miles  of*Ch'unar,  from  having 
any  bad  efFe6l. 

This  fuccefs  gave  frefli  ardour  to 

tlie 
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the  Raja’s  friends,  and  plunged  Go- 
vernor Mailings  into  new  difBcul- 
ties. 

Ramjauin  having  put  R.amnagur 
into  a Rate  of  defence,  conduced 
his  principal  troops  to  a fort  called 
Pateetah,  to  wdiich  a detachment 
under  the  command  of  Major  Pop- 
liam  was  direfted,  compofed  of 
what  men  could  befpared  from  the 
garrifon  of  Chunar.  In  the  mean 
time  Captain  Blair  was  difpatched 
with  his  battalion  and  two  compa- 
nies of  grenadiers  to  furprifethe  fort; 
and  Lieutenant  Polhill,  w’ho  juil 
arrived  from  Allahabad,  with  iix 
companies  of  Seapoys  from  the  Na- 
bob Afpah-doulah’s  life  guards, 
was  ordered  to  encamp  on  tlie  op- 
K 3 polite 
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polite  fhore,  in  order  to  keep  the 

cornmunication  at  that  iide  open. 

In  two  days  after  his  arrival,  this 

fpirited  Officer  defeated  a confide- 

rable  body  of  the  enemy  at  a fmall 

fort  called  Seekur,  where  he  found 

a vafl  quantity  of  grain,  which 

proved  an  acceptable  prize,  as  it  was 

much  wanted. 

\ 

Ivlajor  Popham  and  Captain  Blair 
having  arrived  within  about  a mile 
of  Pateetah,  nearly  at  the  fame  time 
found  a party  of  the  enemy  in  feem- 
ingreadinefs  to  oppofe  them.  They 
fought  on  both  fides,  with  great  ar- 
dor and  intrepidity,  till  vi6lory 
perplexed  with  doubt,  waited  the 
arrival  of  Lieutenants  Fallow  and 
Berrille,  whofe  gallant  condu6t  with 

the 
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the  united  bravery  of  their  country- 
men, preponderating^  in  the  fcale  of 
her  unbiaffed  judgment,  induced  the 
Goddefs  to  bellow  on  them,  lier  un- 
fading laurels,  as  the  reward  of  their 
exertions.  After  a dreadful  carnage 
of  killed  andv/ounded  on  each  part, 
the  conquered  fled  for  refuge  to 
their  fort,  and  the  viflors  advanced 
to  Chunarto  recruit  their  lolfcs.  At 
the  commencement  of’  thefe  com- 
motions, Governor  Haflings  dif- 
patched  a courier  to  Colonel  Mor- 
gan, at  Caunpore,  with  inllru6lions 
dire6ling  him  to  fend  an  immediate 
reinforcement  to  Chunar  : three  re- 
giments were  accordingly  fent  with 
the  utmoft  expedition  ; two  of  which 
were  under  the  command  of  Majors 
Crabb  and  Crawford  with  one  com- 
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pany  of  ar tillei* y,  and  two  of  Euro--,  j-, 
pean  infautry ; and  the  othev  under 
Major  Roberts,  v/hich  marched  by 
the  route  of  Lecknow.  Early  on 
the  tenth  of  September,  Majors 
Crabb  and  Crawford,  at  the  head  of 
their  refpeftive  corps,  appeared 
within- view  of  Chunar  on  the  oppo- 
fite.fhore;  tlie  following  day,  the 
Nabob  Afpa^doulah  arrived,  and 
encamped  at  the  fame  iide  of 
the  river ; and  flrortly  after  Major 
Roberts  came  from  Leclmow,  with 
his  troops.  Tlie  Engliili  crofTed 
tlie  river,  and  joined  Major  Popljam, 
who  had  now  the  command  of  four 
complete  regiments^  one  battalion 
of  Colonel  Blair,  another  of  the  Na- 
bob’s life  guards,  two  companies  of 
EuropcanSj  one  of  artillery,  and  one 

of 
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of  French  rangers.  From  this  main 
body,  Major  Crabb,  with  one  detach-^ 
mentj  proceeded againld  T..iitteefgi.ir  j 
Major  Crawford  with  anothen  croif- 

4 ^ 

ed  the  mountains  to  Seckroot  and 
I^ora ; and  two  companies  under, 
the  dire6lion  of  Captain  Baker,  andi 
Lieutenant  Simpfon,  advanced  to- 
wards Pateetah  with  a twelve  poun-i 
der,  which  they  played  on  the  north 
fide  of  the  fort,  for,  at  leaft,  an 
hour,  with  good  effect,  till  an  hal-' 
carah,  who  juft  arrived,  informed 
them  that  there  was  a large  tank  on' 
the  eaftern  fituation  with  a great, 
heap  of  earth  thrown  up  about  it, 
which  might  anfvver  the  purpofe  of 
a temporary  battery.  When  'the 
tank  V7as  difcovered,  and  found  ade- 
quate to  tlie  defcription  given  of  it, 
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an  additional  fupply  of  caijnon  an 
ammunition  was  diredly  font  for. 
We  now  began  the  fiege  with  the 
mold  lively  ardor,  and  continued  it 
for  three  days  without  intermiffionj 
on  the  fourth  morning,  at  three 
o’clock,'  Captains  Baker  and  Gard-' 
ner  kept  up  a bride  eanhonading, 
and  threw  the  enemy  info  the  ut- 
moft  confudon,  amidd:  which,  Cap- 
tain Lane,  Lieutenints  Simpfon  and 
Williams,  with  whom  I adventured, 
and  three  companies  of  determined 
Seapoy  grenadiers^  fliormed  the  fort 
and  ruffled  on  the  difordered  enemy 
with  manly  refolution.  After  fome 
oppodtion,  they  evacuated  their 
ftrong  hold,  with  Ramjaumat  their 
head,  and  made  off  towards Lutteef- 
gur,  leaving  their  military  equipage^ 

ele- 
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elephants,  camels,  bullockfi,  &c,,  be- 
hind them. 

Captain  Baker  diftlngiilfiaed  liim- 
felf  in  this  a6^tion,  as  in  many  others, 
by  the  greatell  exertions,  and  dif- 
played  the  courage  of  the  a6live  fol- 
dler  united  with  the  experience  of 
the  hoary  veteran. 

••  Whiift  mem’ry  dwelU  on  virtue*  only  ibine, 

*'  Fame  o’er  thy  relic,  breathei  a ftrain  divine.” 

Major  Crabb  having  met  Ram- 
jaum  on  his  way  to  Lutteefgur,  gave 
him  battle,  and  obliged  him  with 
his  vanquifhed  forces  to  fly  for  fhel- 
ter  to  Lora,  and  from  'thence  to 
Bidgegur,  whither  Cheyt-flng  had 
efcaped.  The  Raja^  however,  not 

Jinding 
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finding  himfelf  fafe  in  Bidgegui’, 
fled  for  refuge  to  the  mountains 
aai.ong  the  Morattoes,  taking  with 
him  what  diamonds  and  other  valu- 
able efre61s  he  could  pcfTibly  coni  ey 
'on  his  camels. 
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. DEAR  SIR. 

CAPTAIN  Eaicer  with  the  detach- 
ment under  his  command,  marched 
to  Ramnagur,  where  he  remained 
till  furtlier  orders  ; and  Major  Pop- 
ham  advanced  with  his  troops,  in 
purfuit  ofthe  enemy,  to  Bidgegiir, 
which  lies  about  fifty  miles  to  the 
fouth  eafi  of  Chunar : tlie  fort 
is  erefted  on  the  fummit  of  a lofty 
rock,  and  rifes  to  the  great  height 
offeven  hundred  feet  above  the 
furface  of  the  country.  It  was  con- 
fidered  next  to  Ganlin,  among  the 
llrongell  in  India,  being  deemed, 
VoL.  II.  L like 


like  that  fortrefs,  impregnable.  The 
Raja,  however,  not  judging  the 
ftrength  of  Bidgegur  a fufficient  fc- 
curity  againft  the  conqueror  of  Gan- 
lin,  abandoned  it,  leaving  behind 
him  a part  of  thofetreafurcs,  which 
were  the  caufe  of  his  misfortunes ; 
and  re{ip:ning  that  honour  in  the 
perfons  of  his  women,  which  he 
had  fo  highly  eflimatcd,  himfelf  a 
wretched  fugitive  flying  for  protec- 
tion to  the  uncertain  afylum  of  thofe 
who  were  only  in  a flate  of  precarir 
pus  fecurity. 

Tlie  Ranee,  his  mother,  befldes 
his  women,  and  fuch  of  the  defcen- 
dants  of  Bulevant-fing,  as  ftill  ad- 
hered to  him,  continued  in  the  fort, 
with  a certain  military  force,  as 
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guardians  of  tlie  remainder  of  his 
treafure,  which,  in  diamonds  and 
fpecie  amounted  to  a very  conlide- 
rable  value. 

Major  jPopham,  who  behaved 
with  great  fpirit  and  firmnefs,  fpent 
an  entire  month  in  fubduing  the  ut- 
mofl  difficulties,  and,  at  length,  as 
he  was  on  the  point  of  fpringing  a 
mine,  the  Ranee,  who  feemed  to 
have  the  foie  direftion  of  affairs  af- 
ter the  departure  of  her  fon,  fur- 
rendered  the  fort  by  capitulation, 
in  the  terms  of  which,  fhe  was  to  be 
allowed  fifteen  per  cent,  on  all. the 
effe61s  given  up  by  her,  and  to  have 
^r  choice  of  redding  unmolefted, 
^r  with  her  fon,  or  elfewhere  in 
•ntry.  In  the  one  cafe,  ffie 
L % was 
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was  to  be  efcorted  by  a proper  guard 
to  the  frontiers,  in 'the  other  to 
meet  with  the  greateft  prote6lion. 

A principal  part  of  the  property 
taken  at  Bidgegur,  became  a prize 
to  the  captors,  as  a reward  for  their 
fervices.  A letter  written  by  the 
Governor  to  Major  Popham,  during 
the  liege,  was  underftood  as  giving 
a fan6lion  to  fuch  a diftribution  of 
the  Ipoil.!^  The-  Officers  a6led  with 
fo  much  expedition  in  the  bulinefs, 
that  theij"  dividend,  with  that  of  the 
privates,  was  apportioned  in  two 
days  after  the  place  was  taken,  and 
the  relid ue  went  to  the  Compan: 
Scenes  of  joy  and  conviviality  * 
fucceeded  the  toils  of  war;  a 
private  foldier,  as  well  a? 
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cer,  forgot  his  dangers  in  the  indul- 
gence of  his  plcafures. 

Such  was  the  Iffue  of  the  war 
with  the  unhappy  Raja  Cheyt-Iing, 
whofe  humility  and  fufferings  can- 
not be  better  defcribed  than  in  his 
own  words  ; thus,  exprelfing  himfelf 
in  a letter  to  the  Governor,  when  he 
was  arrelled  by  his  order,  he  fays, 
“ Pity  me,  I pray  you,  in  remem. 

‘‘  branceofthe  fervicesdone  by  my 
father,  and  in  confideration  of  my 
“ youth  and  inexperience  : what- 
“ ever  may  be  your  pleafure,  do  it 
with  your  own  hands — -and  as  I 
“■  am  your  have,  what  occahon 
‘‘  canthere.be  fora  guard? — It  de- 
‘‘  pends  on  you  alone  to  deprive  me, 
or  not,  of  the  country  of  my  an- 
L 3 ccRors 
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“ ceflors — what  neceffity  is  there 
to  deal  in  this  way  with  me,  who 
“■  am  ready  to  devote  my  life  and 
property  to  your  feryice/’— Many 
other  letters  followed  this,  and 
all  were  equally  pathetic. 

His  manifeflo,  addreffed  to  the 
native  Princes,  abounds  with  many 
fublime  fentiments,  free  from  that 
founding  phrafeology  too  frequent- 
ly ufed  in  India ; and  expreffive  of 
the  moll  lively  fenfibility  for  the.  • 
fate  of  a country,  which  he  thus 
finely  contrails  with  the  other  ter- 
ritories furrounding  it. 

I 

In  vindication  of  his  government, 
he  fays,  “ Look  to  my  country ; 
look  to  others— Do  not  the  diffe- 
rent 
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“ rent  pi6la  res  they  prefent  to  you, 
mark  the  limits  of  them  more, 
“ than  the  boundaries  which  na- 
‘‘  tore-  itfelf  has  drawn  out.  My 
fields  are  cultivated  ; my  villages 
‘‘  full  of  inhabitants  ' my  territory 
^ *■  a garden  ; and  my  fubje61s  happy. 

From  the  fecurity  I have  given  to 
‘‘  property,  my  capital  is  the  report 
^ of  the  firfl  traders  of  India;  and 
the  treafures  of  the  Morattoes, 
“ the  Jairs,  and  the  Saiks,  are  dep9- 
“ lited  here,  as  well  asthofe  brought 
“ hither  from  the  remoteft  bor- 
ders  of  the  eaflern  world.  Hi- 
ther  the  widow  and  the  orphan 
‘‘  convey  their  property,  without 
dread  from  the  violence  of  rapa- 
‘‘  city^  or  the  gripe  of  avarice. 
The  way-worn  traveller,  within 

the 
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the  bourne  of  my  country,  lays 
down  his  burden  unmolelted, 

“ and  fleeps  in  fecurity. 

“ Look  to  other  provinces,  there 
“ famine  and  mifery  Lalk  hand  in 
hand,  through  neglected  plains 
“ and  deferted  villages:  there  you 
‘‘  meet  with  aged  men  drooping 
under  the  weight  of  years,  and 
“ unable  to  tranfport  themfelves 
from  the  grafp  of  the  prowling 
ruffian,  watching  to  waylay  their 
helpleffnefs. 

‘‘  Here  every  paffing  llran- 
ger  has  been  ufed  with  kind- 
“■  nefs,  his  hardfhips  alleviated, 
and  even  his  weary  Cooleys  have 

had 
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had'  tlieir  loads  taken  off  their 
fhoulders,  and  carried  for  them, 
through  the  humanity  o/my  pea- 
“ fantry,  from  village  to  village. 

“ To  men  of  condition,  who  have 
“ travelled  here,  I have  fent  my 
“ Officers  to  enquire  their  wants, 
“ and  fupplied  them  with  provffi- 
“ ons  and  carriages  at  my  ownex- 
pence : their  interior  teflimony 
‘‘  will  evince  the  truth  of  thefe  af. 
fertions,  and  enable  them  to  form 
a difcriminative  comparifon  be- 
‘‘  tween  mine  and  the  neighbouring 
diftri6ls.” 

Such  was  the  happy  fituation  of 
• he  Prince^  and  the  philanthropy  of 

the 
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the  man,  Vho  fbortly  after  became 
the  l])crt  of  fortune,  amidli  thevi- 
cifliludes  of  life,  and  the  trials  of 
adverfity.  ' 
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DEAR  SIR, 

THIS  commotion  had  fcarcely 
fabiided,  when  a frefli  diflurbance 
arofe  at  Gochipour,  a place  famous 
for  difhilling  rofe  water,  between 
the  natives  and  the  Fouzdar  of  that 
quarter,  who  enjoyed  the  fame  poll, 
which  he  held  under  Raja  Cheyt- 
fing.  As  he  availed  himfelf  of  a 
general  pardon  granted  by  the  Go- 
vernor, he  was  permitted  to  conti- 
nue in  his  employment.  The  peo- 
ple difTatished  Avith  the  fate  of  their 
late  Raja,  could,  by  no  means,  be 
reconciled  to  the  fovereignty  of  the 

Englifh  ; 
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Englifti;  and  when  the  Eouzdar, 
confiilent  with  his  duty,  attempted 
to  coUea  the  cuftomary  revenues, 
he  was  every  where  oppofed,  and 
with  the  greateft  difficulty  efcapcd 
the  fury  of  the  natives. 

On  the-firft  fife- of  the  male-con. 
tents,  he  wrote  to  the  Governor  for 
a reinforcement  of  troops  to  affift 
his  own,  which  were  quite  in fuffi- 
cient  to  quell  the  infurreftion. 
Captain  Baker  was  therefore  fent  to 
his  relief-from  Ramnagui,  with  his 
battalion/  The  day  after  our  airi- 
val  at  Gochi-pour,  we  marched  on- 
ward to  a little  village  called  Bellua, 
where  the  motley  crew  were  affem* 
bled  w'ithin  a fmallmud  fort,  feem- 
ingly  determined  to  maintain  an  ob- 
Rinate  defence, 

I 


After 
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After  withftanding  the  fire  of  our 
mufquetry  with  a degree  of  courage 
not  to  be  expected  in  an  undifcip- 
lined  rabble,  on  the  approach  of 
our  cannon,  fome  fled,  were  purfued 
and  taken,'  and  the  reft,  who  were 
ftill  very  numerous,  fent  Deputies 
to  the  Captain,  requefting  a ceflati- 
on  of  hoftilitics,  which  he  granted 
on  receiving  the  moft  folemn  aftu- 
ranees,  that  they  would  peaceably 
return  to  their^  refpeftive  employ- 
ments, and  difturb,  no  more,  the 
public  tranquillity. 

One  of  the  captives,  before  he 
obtained  his  liberty,  having  inform- 
ed us  that  there  were  fome  cattle 
belonging  to  Rarnjaum  in  a neigh- 
bouring plain,  to  which  he  ofTered 

VoL.  If.  M to 
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to  direct  os,  I was  ordered 

to  accompany  him  with  an  ef- 

cort  of  Seapoys  to  the  very 

place  he.  deferibed,  where  I found 

two  elephawts,  two  camels,  and 

twelve  Arabian  horfes,  under  the 

care  of  a few  peafants,  who  made 

off  on  the  appearance  of  our  drms. 

I feized  the  cattle  as  the  property 

of  an-  enemy,  and  drove  them  to 

Gochipour,  where  the  party  waited 
/ 

my  return. 

Captain  Baker  referving  only  one 
horfe  for  his  own  ufe,  generoufly 
divided  the  fpoil  among  the  foldi- 
ers  as  the  well  earned  meed  of  their 
military  labours. 

\ 

After  a month’s  ftay  here,  we 

were 
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were  relieved  by  Captain  Lane,  and 
marched  hence  to  Jouanponr,  which 
has  little  to  recommend  it  but  a 
good  fort  and  a few  tolerable  build- 
ings : it  is  however  equally  remark- 
able, as  our  lafl  cantonments,  for 
its  rofe  water  and  rofe  oil,  which 
are  peculiarly  efteemed  throughout 
Alia  for  their  odoriferous  excel- 
lence. 

We  were  again  involved  in  new 
broils,  and  obliged  to  penetrate  far- 
ther into  the  country,  in  order  to 
difperfe  the  unruly  natives' who  af- 
fembled  in  a hoftile  manner  within 
a foit,  which  they  put  into  fome 
ftate' of  defence.  They  were  armed 
with  bows  and  arrows,  and  long 
M bar- 
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Ibarrelled  guns  of  their  own  ccnftruc- 
tion,  generally  known  by  the  name 
of*  match-locks.  They  held  out  fo 
obftiiiately,  that  they  kept  pofTelllon 
of  the  fort  for  nine  or  ten  days,  and 
then  efcaped  under  the  favouring 
gloom  of  night,  leaving  a number 
of  their  dead  behind  them. 

After  this  commotion,  the  coun- 
try became  quiet,  and  no  future  dif- 
turbances  were  heard  of^  at  leaf!:,  in 
this  quarter. 

The  refra6lory  were  awed  into 
fubmiffion  by  the  terror  of  our  arms  j 
yet  humanity  mull  lament  the  lofs 
of  thofe  whom  wafting  war  had 
fuddenly  fA'ept  away. 


Alas ! 
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Alas  ! dedruftive  war,  v/ifli  ruthlefs  hand, 
Unbinds  .each  fond  eonncdlioii,  tender  lie,  , 
And  tears  from  friendibip's  bo-furu  all,ib;;,i’3,dear, 
Spreading  dire  carnage  thro’  the  peopled  globe; 
Whi  ft  fearlels  innocence,  and  trembling  guilt. 

In  one  wide  wafte,  are  faddenly  involv’d. 

War  wake’s  the  lover’s,  friend’s  and  orphan’s  figh, 
And  on  empurpled  wings  bears  death  along. 

With  haggard  terror,  and  with  wild  dilinay, 

And  defolation  in  the  favage  train: 

From  ft  rw-confuming  time,  his  lazy  feythe. 

With  rt.fhan  violence  is  torn  away. 

To  Iweep,  at  once,  whole  Empires  to  the  giave. 

Near  Jouanpour  is  a fpaclous 
chapel  much  frequented  by  the  Ma- 
hometans, under  which  is  a fubter- 
raneous  cavern  extending  a conb- 
derable  length  of  way.  It  is  a fort 
of  arfenal,  and  ferves  as  an  afylum 
for  the  natives  in  time  of  war,  as  the 
entrance  to  it^  is  only  known  to 
M 3 them- 
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■ , — 

themfelves.  When  peace  was  re- 
llored  to  this  dillra6led  country, 
we  returned  to  Chunargur. 


■>  ' 
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LETTER  XXXV.  . . 

DEAR  SIR, 

A FEW  months  after  our  arrival 
at  Chunargur,  Captain  Baker,  clif- 
clofed  his  intentions  of  going  to  Eu- 
rope : having  a deiire  of  feeing  tliat 
part  of  the  world,  and  convinced 
that  I fhould  fuffer  much  uneafinefs 
of  mind,  in  the  abfence  of  my  befl 
friend,  I religned  my  commiffion  of 
Subidar,  in  order  to  accompany  him. 
We  took  boat  at  Chunargur,  and 
proceeded  to  Calcutta,  by  the  way 
of  Dacca,  failing  along  the  Ganges 
a diftance  of  three  hundred  miles. 
Our  paffage  was  very  agreeable,  as 

the 
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the  feafon  was  fine,  and  the  farmers 
were  jufl:  returning  from  the  fields 
with  the  fruits  of  the  harveif.  It 
was  not  uncommon  to  fee  two  thou- 
fand  bullocks  carrying  corn,  tlie 
property  of  one  yeoman,  to  the  gra- 
naries. There  are  many  fine  feats 
on  each  fide  of  the  river,  with  a 
continued  variety  of  beautiful  irn- 
provementSp  ftriking  landfcapes, 
and  fublimefcenes  of  rural  imagery, 
which,  - at  once,  aftoniih  and  delight 
the  enraptured  view. 

Having  completed  the  mofl:  plea- 
fant  voyage  imaginable,  we,  at 
length,  arrived  at  Dacca,  one  of  the 
moft  extenfive  cities  in  the  province 
of  Bengal,  which  lu^  in  twenty-four 
degrees  north  latitude,  on  an  eaflern 

branch 
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branch  of  the  Ganges.  It  is  near 
live  miles  in  length,  but  very  nar- 
row, and  winding  with  the  river. 

Dacca  is  confidered  the  firfl  ma- 
nufactory in  India,  and  produces  the 
richcil  embroideries  in  gold,  falver, 
and  filk.  It  alfo  receives  confidcr- 
able  advantages  from  its  cottons, 
of  which  the  bneft  ftriped  and  work- 
ed muilins,  callicoes,  and  dimities, 
are  made,  much  fuperior  to  thofc 
finifhed  in  other  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. The  beft  kind  manufactured 
for  the  immediate  ufe  of  the  Great 
Mogul,  and  his  Zannunahs,  are  of 
exquifite  workmanfhip,  and  greater 
value  than  any  permitted  to  be  fold 
either  to  the  natives  or  foreigners. 

The 
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The  filligrane,  in  particular,  is 
admirable,  the  workmanfhip  being 
more  coflly  than  the  metal  itfelf: 
It  is  not  perforated,  as  with  us,  but 
cut  in  fhreds,  and  joined  with  Ilich 
• inimitable  art,  that  the  niceft  eye 
cannot  perceive  the  jun6ture.  The 
.embroidery  and  needle-work,  for 
elegance^  furpafs  all  defeription, 
and  greatly  exceed  any  thing  oftlie 
kind  done  in  Europe : but  it  is  re- 
maikable  that  there  are  no&male 
embroiderers  or  fempitrefTes  here ; 
tlie  men  do  all  the  work  in  thefe 
brancheSj,.and  their  patience  is  afto- 
nilhing,'as  thedr  llownefs  is  lingular, 
Provilioiis  ofall  forts  are  exceeding 
cheap  and  plentiful  in  Daxca : the 
fertility  of  its  foil,  and  the  ad  van- 
tages of  its  lituation  have,  Ion" 
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fince,  made  it  the  centre  of  an  ex- 
tenfive  commerce  ; it  lias  Rill  the 
remains  of  a . very  Rrong  fortrefs,  in 
which,  a few  years  back,  was  plant- 
ed a:  cannon  of  fuch  extraordinary 
weight  and  dimenfions,  that  it  fell 
into  the  river,  with  the  entire  bank 
on  which  it  reRed ; the  length  of 
the  tube  was  fourteen  feet,  ten  and 
an  half  inches,,  and  the  diameter  of 
the  bore  one  foot,  three  and  one 
eighth  inches  : it  contained  two 
hundred  and  thirty-ibur  thouland 
four  hundred  and  thirteen  cubic 
inches  of  wrought  iron,  weighed, 
fixty-four  thoufand  four  hundred 
and  eighteen  pounds^  avoirdupoifcj 
and  carried  a fhot  of  four  hundred 
and  RxtyIRve  pounds  weight. 
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- Here  is  alfo  the  refidence  of  a 
'■grand  Kabob,  who,  at  his  acceflion 
to  the  throne,  conformable  to  an 
pld  cuftom,  foniething  fimilar  to 
that  of  the  Doge  of  Venice  on  the 
Adriatic,  enjoys  a day’s  pleafure  on 
the  rii^'er,  in  one  of  the  moR  curi- 
ous barges  in  the  world,  called  a 
lamfundar.  It  is  fiieathed  withfil- 
ver,  ajid  in  the  centre  is  a grand 
eminence  of  the  fame,  on  which  his 
crown  is  placed  on  the  day  of  coro- 
nation : nearer  the  flern  is  a brilli- 
ant feat  encompaffed  with  iilver 
rails,  and  covered  -with  a rich  cano- 
py embroidered  witli  gold,  under 
which  he  reclines  in  eafy  majeily. 
This  boat  and  another  of  confidera- 
ble  value,  that  conveys  his  attendr- 
ants,  are  eflimated  at  a lack  of  ru- 
pees 
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pees.  He  is  accompanied  by  a num- 
ber of  the  moft  diftinguifhed  perfo- 
nagcs,  and  there  are  no  bounds  to 
the  lavifh  wafle  of  money  expended 
on  this  occafiion,  in  order  to  aggran- 
dize the  pomp  of  this  ancient  cere- 
mony. Travellers  of  every  defcrip- 
tion,  who  pafs  this  way,  are  led  by 
a prevailing  curiofity  to  fee  thefe 
elegant  boats. 
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DEAR  SIR, 

BEFORE  we  left  Dacca,  the  cele-? 
bration  of  the  feflival  of  two  fup- 
pofed  faiats,  wdioin  the  Mahome- 
tans call  Haifan,.  Huifen,  was  conir 
inenced  on  the  firil  day  of  the  new 
moon,  and  continued,  with  great 
folemnity,  for  ten  days,  The  firft 
day,  feveral  parties  forming  in  dif- 
ferent quarters  of  the  town,  affem- 
bled  together  in  one  fpacious  fquare 
appointed  for  the  general  meeting, 
where  they  raifed-an  exteniive  ca- 
nopy on  eight  poles,  in  the  centre  o£ 

' which 
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wliieh  were  tliree  others  compofed 
cffiner  materials  of  various  colours  j 
and  under  the  fmallell  canopy  was 
a filver  falver  filled  with  clay,  to  re- 
prefeht  the  remains  of  thefe  faints. 
The  Mahometans,  during  this  cere- 
mony, ceafe  from  the  purfuits  ofbufi- 
nefsjand  fpend  the  time  in  repeating 
tlieir  prayers,  finging  canticles,  and 
other  pious  exercifes,  to  which  they 
add  n;iany  exterior  marks  of  devoti- 
on, emphatically  exprefled  by 
thwacking  the  bofom,  extending  the 
arms,  upturning  the  eyes,  muttering 
ejaculations,  fetching  deep  fighs, 
and  emitting  hollow  groans  on  a 
tremendous  key.  The  Gentoos  and 
other  dilTenters  are  excluded  from 
their  fociety,  by  a railing  of  bam- 
boes,  wliich  in  tlje  night  time  is 

N 3 hung 
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hung  with  glittering  branches  that 
illuminate  the  entire  fcene,  while  a 
number  of  colo"urs  are  fi.yiug  from 
the  poles.  There  are  four  other  co- 
lours of  a particular  kind,  trimmed 
with  a beautiful  gold  fringe,  within 
the  fmall  canopy : under  this  the 
falver  is  placed,  to  which  the  entire 
Mahometan  alTembly  kneel  in  ado- 
ration, whilft  bands  of  imilic  live  11 

the  flrain  of  religious  enthuliafm. 

/ 

On  the  ninth  day,  they  exhibit  a 
kind  of  edifice  made  of  flained  pa- 
per, which  is  perhaps  one  of  the 
mod  curious  fpecimens  of  filligrane 
v7ork  ever  attempted  by  human  in- 
genuity. It  confiils  of  many  fpires, 
riling  above  each  other,  and  gradu- 
ally diminifhing  towards  the  top ; 
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the  variety  of  ornaments  about  it  is 
admirable,  and  the  taite  with  which 
it  is  executed,  inconceivable : you 
can  form  but  an  imperfeft  idea  of 
fuch  a mailer ly  piece  of  workman- 
fhip,  and  I am  therefore  unhappy 
tliat  my  abilities  will  not  permit 
me  to  purfue  fuch  a combination  of 
inimitable  art  and  elegance,  through 
all  the  complicated  minutiae  of  an 
adequate  defcription.— It  is  carried 
in  grand  procefiion  through  the 
town,  during  the  night,  with  the 
falver  and  two  turbans  placed  on 
the  battlements  of  the  fourth  fpire  : 
before  which,  were  thoufands  in  the 
attitude  ofprollrate  humility,  pay- 
ing their  adoration  and-diftributino- 
alms  to  their  indigent  fellow  crea- 
tures around  them,  whilll  numbers 
K 3 foL 
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followed,  with  flams  and  torches 
lighting,'  colours  flying,  and  various 
indruments  of  mufic,  on  which  they 
played  the  mod  folemn  airs.  The 
tenth  day  this  paperdru6lure,  which 
in  the  Indian  dialeft,  is  termed 
Gouwarrah,  is  carried  to  the  burial 
ground  of  their  fuppofed  faints- or 
holy  men,  and  thrown  into  a large 
tank,  which  concludes  the  cere- 
mony. 

The  Mahometans  keep  a dri61 
lent  once  in  the  year,  in  the  month 
Tamzaun,  for  a fpace  of  thirty  two 
days  : during  this  time,  they  never 
deep  on  a bed,'  nor  coliabit  with 
their  wives,  and  live  only  on  rice 
and  vegetables:  they  alfo  abdain 
from  off  their  ufuul  enjoyments  of 

chcwins: 
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chewing  betel,  and  finoking  to- 
bacco, avoiding  ever/  kind  of 
amufement,  and  fpending  the  time' 
in  prayer,  and  the  performance  of 
charitable  offices,  d'liey  are  do  ex- 
tremely tenacious  of  their  principles 
that  even  under  the  painful  longing 
of  e:5ceffivc  third:,  tliey  will  not 
talde  a drop  of water,  each  day,  till 
feven  in  the  evening.  As  an  inllance 
of  their  feverity  in  the  obfervance 
of  their  religious  tenets,  I fhall  in- 
troduce the  following  real  anec- 
dote. A conliderable  Banyan  mer- 
chant was  on  his  palfage  from  Bom- 
bay to  Surat,  in  an  Englifh  ffiip,  and 
having  made  fucii  a provilion  of 
water  in  velfels  under  his  own  fea), 
as  miglit  ferve  for  that  fhort  voy- 
age, which  was  commonly  comple- 
ted . 


ted  in  two  or  three  days;  it  happened 
however  that,  tlirough  retardment 
by  calms  and  contrary  winds,  his 
liquid  ftore  -'was  expended,  and  he 
reduced  to' a condition  ofperifhing 
with  third,  though  there  was  plen- 
ty of  water  on  board : but,  no  en- 
treaties could  prevail  on  him  to  ufe 
it,,  as  his  religion  forbade  it,  which 
to  him  was  more  dear  than  life  it- 
felf  He  felt  all  the  torments  occa- 
lioned  by  the 'fever  of  third,  and 
would  have  adlually  funk  under 
them,  had  not  a favourable  breeze 
fpringing  up,  brought  him  to  Gun- 
davee,  near  Surat ; but  he  w^as  fo 
■faint  on  his  arrival,  that  his  foul 
was  almofl:  panting  between  his  lips. 
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DEAR  SIR, 

HAVING  remained  fome  time  in 
Dacca,  we  proceeded  on  our  voyage 
to  Calcutta,  and,  in  about  two  days 
•reached  the  river  Sunderbun,  which 
is  extremely  narrow,  and  winds  in- 
to many  branches,  that  fead:  the 
delig'hted  eye  with  a variety  of  nev/ 
fcenery  : the  land  on  each  tide  is 
low,  and  covered  with  great  trees, 
dole  to  the  water^s  edge;  tlie  v/a- 
tcr  was  fmooth  and  tranfparent 
when  we  pafTed  t-li rough,  and  ap- 
peared like,  an  extended  mirror  re- 

fleding 
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fle6ling  the  tall  trees  that  grew  up-* 
on  each  border*  Creation  feemed 
to  be  at  reft,  and  no  noife  difturb- 
ed  the  filence  which  reigned  around; 
fave,  now  and  then,  the  roaring  of 
wild  beafts  in  the  adjacent  woods  * 
the  fcenewas  truly  great,  and  raifed 
into  unaffe61ed  grandeur,  without 
the  afliliance  of  art* 

The  rnod  remarkable  trees  that 
grow  on  each  margin  of  the  rivet*, 
are  the  fandal,  aumnooze,  and  cee- 
foe.  The  woods  are  infefted  with 
ferocious  animals  ofdifferent  kinds, 
which  frequently  dellroy  the  un- 
wary traveller ; and  the  tygcrs  in 
particular  are  daring  enough  tcap^ 
proach  the  river  lide,  and  dart  oii 
the  very  palTengers  in  the  boats  go*- 
• “ ' ing 
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ing  up  and  down,  of  whom  they 
make  an  jnflant  prey.  Along  the 
hanks  are  many  villages,  at  about 
ten  or  twelve  miles  diflance  from 
each  %ther,  where  we  fometimes 
laid  in  a frefh  fupply  of  provilions. 
There  is  no  difplay  of  art  in  the  con, 
flru6lion  of  the  cottages,  which  are 
only  compofed  of  broad  green 
flags  faflened  together,  and  fuppor- 
ted  by  frames  of  bamboes.  Vv’hen 
the  floods  begin  to  overflow  the 
country,  the  natives^  with  much 
eafe,  remove  their  dwellings  from 
one  place  to  another,  firfl:  taking 
them  afunder,  then  rolling  up  the 
partitions  and  roofs,  and  finally 
carrying  them  in  bundles,  wherever 
convenience  of  fltuation,  out  of  the 
reach  of  danger,  might  allure  them 

to 


144 


THE  TR  A VELS  OP 


to  fix  their  moveable  abodes.  The 
inharbitants  live  in  a ftate  of  nature, 
fequeftered  from  the  tumult  of 
bufiling  crowds  ; their  wants,  which 
are  few,  are  eafily  firtisfied^  and 
their  manners  are  rendered  fimple, 
from  the  unvarying  tenor  of 
their  lives,  and  their  remote 
diftance  from  great  towns  and  cities, 
w^here  vice  finds  an  afylum.amidft 
luxury  and  diffipation,  and  guilty 
greatnefs  lords  it  over  the  trem- 
bling wretcli  who  crouches  at  her 
feet.  Between  the  villages,  we  ob- 
'fervedafew  fcattered  huts,  built 
by  fome  European  adventurers,  as 
a temporary  refidence,  while  they 
are  employed  in  cutting  down  tim- 
ber which  they  fent  to  difie rent  parts 
■ ‘ ‘ ■ of 
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of  Bengal  for  fhip-building,  and 
otlier  ufes. 

In  January  17S3,  we  arrived  at 
Calcutta,  that  great  emporium  of 
wealth  and  commerce,  where 
people  of  rank  appear  in  a 
ilyle  of  grandeur  far  fuperior 
to  the  fafhionable  eclat  difplaycd  in 
the  brilliant  circles  of  Europe.  Eve- 
ry private  gentleman  is  attended 
by  twenty  fervants,  at  leaft,  eight 
of  whom  called  bahareas,  are  alter- 
nately employed  in  carrying  liis 
palanquin  : and  two  footmen  termed 
halcarahs,  walk  before  this  travel- 
ling vehicle  : he  alfo  keeps  three  or 
four  domeflic  fervants^  namely,  a 
confumma  or  butler,  a bowberchee 
or  cook,  and  a kizmutgaur  or  valet : 

VoL.  Ih  O to 


146 


THE  TRAVELS  OF 


Xo  thefe’may  be  added  feven  or 
eight  others  under  the  following 
appellations,  viz.  a hookeburdar  or 
pcrfon  whofe  chief  bulinefs  is  to 
prepare  his  mafler’s  tobacc(^pipe, 
and  attend  him  v/hen  fmoking,  an 
offdaur  to  cool  the  water  for  his 
drinking,  two  or  three  fahees  who 
have  the  care  of  the  horfes^  a guf- 
feara  or  grafs  cutter,  and  three  or 
four  paulfakhees  or  torch  bearers, 

Great  charadlers  ft  ill  increafe  the 
number  of  attendants,  by  adding  to 
the  train  already  defcribed,  nakeeves 
or  criers,  to  clear  the  way  before 
them,  chowkdars  or  pages,  who 
carry  large  ftlver  rods  in  their  hands, 
fotiburdars  the  bearers  of  fmall  hi- 
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ver  rods,  and  piadas  or  letter  car- 
riers. 

Thofe  elevated  perfonages,  who 
balk  in  the  fun-lbine  of  exalted  life, 
look  down,  as  from  a lofty  eminence, 
on  your  fecond-rate  people  of  qna- 
1-ity,  with  as  much  fupercilious  dif- 
dain,  as  the  fecond-rates  furvey 
all,  without  diftindtion,  in  the 
humbler  walks  of  life,  in  which  are 
forne  fentimental  fouls  ydiofe 
wounded  fenlibility  gives  rapture 
to  enjoyment,  when  tliey  behold 
them  held  in  fuch  fovercign  detef- 
tation  and  fneering^  contempt  by 
their  didant  fuperiors. 

I have  frequently  feen  a circar  or 
writing  clerk,  attended  in  the  day 
O % time^ 
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time,  by  a fervant  holding  an  um- 
brella over  his  head  to  fbade  him 
from  the  fun,  and  one  or  two  torch 
bearers  illuming  the  way  before 
him^  by  night, 

Everyman  of  rank  has  a derawan 
or  door-keeper  at  his  gate,  to  an- 
nounce the*  arrival  of  a vifitant^ 
whofe  name  he  cries  out  in  a voci- 
ferous tone,  which  is  heard  in  the 
gentleman’s  manfion,  and  repeated 
by  a fervant  at  the  foot  of  the 
gran4  flair-cafe  leading  to  his 
apartment:  pages  polled  in  diffe- 
rent fituations^on  the  flairs,  ufber 
the  found. -to  each  otlier,  till,  at 
lafl,  it  reaches  the  jemidar  or  prin- 
cipal page,  at  the  drawing-room 
door,  who  conveys-  it,  with  great 

formality, 
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formality,  to  his  mafter,  in  order 
to  prepare  him  for  the  reception  of 
the  vilitant. 

In  palling  through  fome  parts  of 
the  town,  I have  obferved  fevcral 
men  employed  in  repairing  the 
ftrects,  who  had  logs  chained  to 
their  feet,  «s  a punifliment,  which 
the  law  infli6ls  for  the  commidion 
of  fmall  crimes.  Women  guilty  of 
petty  offences,  appear  abroad  quite 
bald,  their  heads  being  clofefhaved, 
in  order  to  expofe  them  to  public 
fcorn.  Perfons  in  the  matrimonial 
Hate,  detedled  in  criminal  conver- 
fation,  are  mounted  on  a large  jack- 
afs,  with  two  fpears  or  bayonets 
faftened  round  the  brows  of  each, 

■ to  denote  their  fhame,  and  render 
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them  more  confpicuous  to  tlie  po- 
pulace. Thefe  examples  are  indeed 
like  black  fwaiis,  and  very  feldom 
feen  in  Alia,  where  a breach  of  con- 
jugallidelity  isconfidered  an  odiifm 
that  muft  doom  the  parties  to  eter- 
nal folitude,  for  ever  precluding 
them  from  the  benefit  of  fociety. 
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DEAR  SIR, 

HAVING  palTed  through  a vari- 
ety of  fccnes  in  India,  we  left  Cal- 
cutta in  January  1784,  and  went  by 
water  to  Belcoor,,  a little  village 
about  twelve  miles  down  the  river, 
where  a Danilh  Eaft-Indiainan, 
commanded  by  a Captain  Duck, 
bound  for  Copenhagen,  lay  at  an- 
chor waiting  for  the  palTengers,  who 
embarked  with  us,  and  proceeded 
on  our  voyage  for  Europe.  The 
weather  being  fine,  and  the  wind 

favour- 
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favourable,  we  reached  Madapallani 
in  feven  days,  and  came  to  an  an- 
chor. The  Captain  and  pafTengers 
went  afhore,  fome  remaining  here, 
and  others,  whom  I accompanied, 
being  led  by  curiolity  to  vilit  Ma- 
drafs  about  eight  miles  hence,  while 
the  Ihip,  which  was  to  cohtinne 
here  a fortnight,  was  taking  in  fome 
bales  of  chintz  and  callico. 

Madrafs  or  Fort  St.  George  is  a 
regular  fquare  about  a hundred 
yards  at  each  lide^  with  four  baf- 
tions,  built  with  what  they  call  iron 
ftone^  being  of  the  colour  of  un- 
wrought iron,  and  very  rough,  on 
the  outlide  like  honey-comb.  There 
is  no  ditch  about  the  fort,  and  the 
walls  are  arched  and  hollow  within, 

and 
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and  are  therefore  not  cannon  proof. 
It  has  two  gates,  one  to  the  eafl, 
and  the  other  to  the  weft. 

The  weflern  gate  which  looks 
towards  the  land,  is  pretty 
large,  and  here  the  main  guard  is 
kept,  the  foldiers  of  the  guard  lying 
on  the  right  and  left  of  it,  under 
the  wall,  which  being  hollow,  ferves 
them  inflead  of  a guard  houfe.  Tne 
call  gate  towards  the  fea,  is  but 
fmall,  and  protedled  only  by  a file 
of  mufqueteers.  In  the  middle  of 
the  fort  Hands  the  Governor’s  houfe, 
in  which  are  .apartments  for  the 
Company’s  fervants  : it  is  a hand- 
fome,  lofty,  fquare,  ftone  building ; 
the  firft  rooms  are  afeended  by  ten 
or  twelve  Heps,  and  from  tlience 

another 
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another  pair  of  flairs  leads  to  the 
council  chamber  and  the  Governor's 
lodgings. 

■ The  fort  flands  neai*  the  centre  of 
the  white  town  where  the  Europe- 
ans inhabit.  Thisisan  oblongfqnare, 
about  a quarter  of  a mile  in  lengthy 
but  not  half  fb  much  in  breadth. 
To  the  northward  of  the  fort  are 
three  handfome  ilreets,  and  as  ma- 
ny to  the  fouth  : the  buildings  are 
of  brick  ; and  feveral  of  the  houfes 
have  one  floor  above  the  ground 
floor.  Their  roofs  are  flat,  and  co- 
vered with  a plaifler  made  of  fea- 
fhells,  wdiich  no  I'ain  can  penetrate. 
Oppofite  the  wefl  gate  of  the  fort  is 
along  room  where  the  foldiers  lodge 

> when 
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when  they  are  off  tlie  guard,  and 
adjoining  to  it,  on  the  north,  is  a 
commodious  hofpital  ; at  the  other 
end  is  a mint,  where  the  Company 
coin  gold  and  filver.  On  the  north 
lide  of  the  fort  is  the  Portuguefe 
church,  and  to  the  fouthward  the 
Englifh  church,  which  is  a neat  ele- 
gant building,  and  moderately  large: 
it  is  floored  with  black  and  white 
marble,  the  feats  regular  and  con- 
venient, and  all  together,  the  moft 
airy  lightfome  temple  any  where  to 
be  found,  for  the  windows  are  large 
and  unglazed  to  admit  the  cooling 
breezes  in  the  warm  feafon. 

Here  is  alfo  a free  fchool,  where 
children  are  educated  in  reading  and 
writing;  befldes  which  there  is  a 

library. 
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library.  On  the  weft  part  of  the 
town  a river  runs  clofe  to  the  build- 
ings, which  are  piote<fl;ed  by  a large 
battery  of  guns  commanding  the 
^ plain  beyond  them.  On  the  eaft 
there  is  a flightft  one  wall,  built  on 
an  eminence,  that  appears  fomething^ 
grand  to  the  (hipping  in  the  road; 

‘ but  here  is  very  little  occaiion  for 
any  fortification,' the  (ca  coming  up 
clofe  to  the  town,  and  no  largek*vef- 
fels  can  ride  within  two  miles  of 
the  place,  the  fea  is  fo  very  (hallow  ; 

■ nor  is  tjiere  any  landing  but  in  the 

■ country  boats,  the  furf  runs  fo  high, 
and  breaks  fo  far  from  the  (hore. 
The  north  and  fouth  ends  of  the 
town,  are  each  of  them  defended  by 
a (lohe  wall,  which  is  hollow  with- 
in, like  the  fort  walls,  and  would 
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hardly  hold  out  one  day’s  battery. 
To  the  fouthward  is  a little  fuburb, 
inhabited  only  by  black  fifhermen ; 
it  confifts  of  low  thatched  cottages- 
which  hardly  deferve  the  name  of 
buildings.  Beyond  this  is  aii  out- 
guard  of  Blacks,  who  ferve  to  give 
intelligence  to  the  fort;  but  there  is 
no  other  fortification  on  this  fide. 

The  black -town,  fituate  to  the 
northivard,  adjoins  the  white  town, 
and  is  confiderably  larger.  Here 
Portuguefb,  Indians,  Armenians,  and 
others  dwell.  It  is  built  in  the  iorm 
of  a fquare,  and  .mofe  than  a mile- 
and  a half  in  circumference ; being 
furrounded  with  a brick  wall  feven- 
teen  feet  thick,  with  baft  ions  at 
proper  diftances,  after  the  modern 

VoL.  ir.  V way 
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way  of  foi'tification : it  has  alfo/^ 
rive^  oh'  the  weft^  and  the  fea  on 
the  ealii: ; and  iio  the  northivard  a 
canal  is  cut  from  the  river  to  the  fea, 
which  fervesfor  a moat  on  that  iidcii 
The  ftreets  of  the  black^tqwn  are 
widej  and  trees  planted  in  fome  of  - 
them ; and  having  the  fea  on  one  dde 
and  a river  on  the  other,  there  are 
few  towns  fo  pleafantly  iituated  or 
better  fupplied  ; but  except  fome 
few  brick  houfes,  the.refl;  are  cotr 
tages  built  with-clay  and  thatched. 
The  houfes  of  the  better  fort  of  In- 
dians, are  of  the  fame  materials, 
and  built  uflially  in  one  form^  with 
a little  fquare  in  the  middle,  fron?- 
whence  they  receive  all,  their  light- 
A flranger  feldom  comes  farther 
than  the  door,  before  which 
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erefted  a little  flied  fupported  by 
pillars,  where  they  fit  crofs-Iegged 
morning  aild  evening,  to  receive 
their  friends  or  tra.nfa6l  their  bufr- 
nefs.  The  great  fr reels  and  the 
bazar,  or  market  place,  are  thronged 
with  people^  for  notwithfranding 
the  honfes  ate  low  and  fmall,  they 
are  weirffrled  , and?  the  people  from 
the  higheft  to  the  lowefl  are  exceed- 
ing cleanly,  walhing  theinfelves  fe- 
veral  times  a day.  In-  this  black 
town,  there  is  an  Armenian  church 
aird  feveral  little  paged  as  or  Indian 
temples,  to-  which  belong  great 
numbers  of  female  cboriflers,  who 
fpend  half  tlie  time  in  frnging  to 
the  i-dcls,  apd  tlie  reft  in  intriguing, 
or  chanting  in  companies  before  the 

r-'^at  men  as  they  pais  along  -1  e 
p ^ ft  reels. 
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flreets.  The  Governor  of  Madras 
makes  a fplenclid  appearance,  and 
liis  ufual  guard  is  upwards  of  an  hun- 
dred black  men:  when  he  goes 
abroad  on  any  public  occalion,  he  is 
attended  by  trumpets,  fifes,  and 
drums,  with  flreamers  flying,  and 
■accompanied  by  his  principal  Offi- 
cers on  horfe-back,  and  their  ladies 

in  palanquins. 

«• 

Having  returned  to  Madapallam 
at  the  appointed  time,  we  continued 
cur  voyage  till  we  came  within 
view  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
and  met  with  no  extraordinary  oc- 
cmrence  on-the  palfage.  We  faw  fe- 
veral  kinds  of  the  finny  inhabitants 
of  the  liquid  element,  a defeription 
of  wiiicli  I mull  here  omit,  as  unin- 

t ere  fling 
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tereftiqg  to  a gentleman  of  your  in- 
formation. A f|)eck  now  obferv.ed 
in  the  mariner's  horizon,  was  to 
him  an  evident  lign  of  the  impend- 
ing florm,  which  collected  with  ra- 
pid increafe^  and  burfling  with  re- 
filllefs  Impetuolity  oyer  our  lieads,. 
inceflantly  raged  for  three  days. 
The  howling  of  the  tempeft,  the 
roaring  of  the  lea,  the  difinal  gloom 
of  night,  the  lightning’s  forked  fialh, 
and  thunder’s  awful  roll,  confpired 
to  make  this  the  moll  tcrrifViii'^' 

* fcj 

fcene  I ever  experienced. 

Fair  vreatligr  providentially  fuc- 
ceeding  this  violent  tornado,  we 
reached*  St.  Helena  in  a week,  and 
met  with  the  Fox  Engiilli  Indiaman, 
which  received  fome  damage  by 

touching 
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toiiclvi-i^ig  -on  a rock  at  fome  diflance 
from  ihe  iliore^  There  were  alfo 
lying  .here  at  anchor,  three  more 
Indiamen,  in  one  o^Which  was  Go- 
vernor Haflings’  Lady  on  her  return 
to  Eirrope,  and  in  another-:ithe  re- 
mains of  that  great  and  gallant  Of- 
iicerj  Sir  Eyre.Goote.  Having  laid 
in  a fupply  of  frefh  proviliens  and 
water,  and  proceeded  on  our  voyage, 
vve  arrived  at  Darmouth  in  England 
in  September  1784. 
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